From Yavin to Hoth: History of the Rebellion Part II

By TalonCard and Nightowl

Part I: Aftermath (March 10-15)

No one had expected the Rebels to actually defeat the Death Star – not even the Rebels themselves. And as the Imperial court waited in vain for Tarkin’s announcement of victory, the Rebels threw a wild victory party on Yavin IV. Celebrations took place on every other Alliance base as well, and in the major fleets. 

Nevertheless, the situation was a precarious one. Many Imperial personnel were stranded on Yavin when the Death Star blew, such as Colonel Maximillian Veers and the TIE pilot Qorl. While these isolated Imperials were not much threat to the Alliance at large, they could be a danger to the personnel of the Rebel base. The naturalist Dr’uun Unnh was killed by a falling TIE fighter during the battle, and Luke Skywalker was set upon by a downed Imperial pilot the morning after. The Rebels were not only vulnerable at Yavin; In addition to losing most of their best pilots in the battle against the Death Star, the Alliance still smarted from fresh losses at Ruul, Tatooine, Gamma Base and Ord Biniir. 


Unfortunately, the Death Star was not the only plan Grand Moff Tarkin created to bring down the Rebellion. Tarkin had been researching a new type of artificial gravity well projector to be installed in Interdictor-type cruisers that would enhance the Imperial Fleet. These projectors, similar to those used by the Toom clan in the latter days of the Old Republic, would allow the Empire to keep ships from jumping to lightspeed, and to pull ships in hyperspace out of warp. Thus, the Empire would effectively control access to hyperspace. Sienar had already been producing Interdictors from Tarkin’s earlier designs; the new design was light-years ahead of even that. A working prototype for this advanced gravity well projector had been under development on the Death Star, but it was thrown into space when the battle station was destroyed. This was not the last of the gravity well project, however. Tarkin had entrusted data tapes containing his plans for the projectors to Admiral Termo, in command of the Star Destroyer Liquidator. When Termo failed to hear back from Tarkin, Captain Skeezer was dispatched to the Yavin system to locate the Death Star.


Taking the cautious route, the Rebels chose not to send out attack craft when the Carrack class cruiser of Captain Skeezer entered the Yavin system, hoping the ship would pass them by. Han Solo had other ideas, and, after a pitched battle, the cruiser crashed in the jungles of Yavin. The capture and interrogation of Skeezer led to the discovery of a plan of Tarkin’s to control hyperspace. The heroes of Yavin were dispatched to deal with this potential danger to the Rebellion. They succeeded, but not before a desperate chase that led them from Thyferra to Delrakkin, and ended with the destruction of the Liquidator over Yavin VIII. This quest also resulted in the discovery of an ancient guardian droid, Q-7N, who had been taken from his home world by pirates two thousand years previous and left to guard an immense treasure on Yavin. The droid became an important member of the Alliance. 

This assault on Yavin IV proved to the Rebels that their problems had not ended (as though they needed the reminder). Word had gotten out to the Imperials that the Death Star had indeed been destroyed, and the Empire was out to prove that they were still in charge, making each new mission that much harder for the Rebels. The exact location of the main Rebel base remained unknown to the Empire at large, so Yavin was safe for as long as Darth Vader remained lost to the sight of men. With this in mind, General Dodonna assigned everyone at Yavin base a mission: find the damaged TIE of Darth Vader. Review of the sensor logs of both Wedge Antilles’ X-Wing and the Millennium Falcon confirmed the appearance of an advanced design TIE during the battle; Rebel Intelligence identified the ship as Vader’s personal fighter. The Rebels victory over the Death Star could be increased a thousandfold if Vader was captured or killed. During the many missions that followed the Battle of Yavin, every Rebel kept their eyes and ears open for any sign of where Vader went. 


Vader, meanwhile, had limped to the nearby outpost of Vaal. After a rough flight through an asteroid field, he crash-landed on Vaal and trekked through wild prairies overnight to the outpost. He found the three Imperials stationed there to be carousing, and rewarded them accordingly by unleashing a pack of wild dogs on them. He took off in an Imperial shuttle, nursing a shattered mechanical right arm, for Coruscant. 

Interlude: Meanwhile, on Coruscant…

The upper echelons of the Empire were thrown into a panic as the Emperor informed them of the Death Star’s destruction. He knew the moment the station had exploded, had felt the tremor in the Force. And to him, it had come as a complete, utter shock. For the first time ever, his uncanny ability to foresee the future – a gift of the Dark Side of the Force – had failed him. None of the paths he had foreseen held anything close to this. The cost to the Empire, in wasted resources and manpower, was incalculable. And now Vader had vanished, perhaps lost as well. Palpatine spent the first few days after the Battle of Yavin secluded in the Imperial Palace, his emotions all over the map. When Captain Termo had called him to ask what had happened to Tarkin, the Emperor was actually laughing as he spoke of the Death Star’s end. If he’d been any calmer or more rational at that point, he’d have asked Termo where the Death Star had been bound. As it was, the subsequent loss of Termo and the Liquidator left Palpatine with only a vague idea where the Rebel base was. 

Emotions at all levels of Imperial government were equally mixed. While the Imperial Moffs, Grand Admirals and Governors bemoaned the loss of the Death Star itself, with all of its’ top-rank officers, soldiers, ships and arsenal aboard, few of them mourned the loss of Tarkin – or Vader. A wild power struggle had begun, as Moffs and governors everywhere jockeyed for position in the Empire, to fill the void. The buildup of the military, which had been taking place in fits and starts over the preceding two decades, now screamed into high gear. The Imperial Security Bureau, under the command of the newly installed Ysanne Isard, was charged by the Emperor with the task of keeping the Moffs under control – specifically, to keep their ambitions from reaching the point that they would seek his throne. 

COMPNOR, meanwhile, was in a quandary. The propaganda machine had been all set to unveil the Death Star to the galaxy at large. Surviving members of the Senate had already been horrified audience members to vid footage of Alderaan’s destruction; Imperial HoloVision would have soon coupled that with footage of Yavin’s destruction and presented Palpatine’s invincible grip over the galaxy (and the public) as an inescapable reality. Now, with this setback, that golden opportunity to do away with all remaining pretenses of a legitimate government was gone. Still worse, the concept of Imperial infallibility – which had been drilled into an entire generation at that point – had been dealt a severe blow. How to deal with that? 

The answer: Cover it up. Make sure the public didn’t know the Death Star existed, let alone was destroyed. 

On March 12, two days after the Death Star’s destruction, a news conference was held over Imperial HoloVision. The first announcement to the public was that Alderaan had destroyed itself – that, in trying to develop powerful new weapons for the Rebel Alliance in deep underground caverns, the foolish Alderaanians had accidentally detonated their own core. Palpatine made a brief public appearance to mourn the lost world, though he hinted that if it had entrusted itself to Imperial protection, the catastrophe wouldn’t have occurred. He magnanimously offered to all offworld survivors an invitation to his own private resort world, Byss. Of course it was only a ploy to have more souls to leech life energy out of – but they didn’t need to know that part. 

As far as early reports of a “rogue planet” near Alderaan, Palpatine denied that vehemently. The Rebels could claim whatever they wanted on their propaganda channels, they had no proof -- nor would they present any, if Palpatine could help it. He knew the Rebel base was somewhere in the Gordian Reach – Tarkin had indicated that much to him, at least, before contact was lost. And he also needed a sizable display of anger to placate the power-hungry Moffs and remind them who was truly in charge of the Empire.  

Governor-General Warex Vellam, Grand Moff of the Gordian Reach, had been a huge supporter of Grand Moff Tarkin. Since every other person behind the Death Star fiasco had apparently died with the station, Vellam was a suitable target of the Emperor’s wrath. With no mention made of where the Death Star was destroyed, Palpatine had Vellam’s title removed, his holdings seized.


Part II: New Planets, New Perils (March 16-20)

Following the battles against Termo, the heroes of the Yavin battle were sent on various missions. Artoo and Threepio volunteered to escort Governor Zissu to a new posting on Romm, in the Delantine system. Han Solo and Chewbacca, as a personal favor to Princess Leia, put off paying Jabba the Hutt to transport two Rebel spies to a new location. Leia Organa, at the request of General Dodonna, remained behind on Yavin to serve as a symbol and leader for the Alliance. The base itself began to be dismantled, with the first shipment of heavy ordinance lifted out by a task force led by the cruiser Republic’s Return. Also moved off Yavin were other Fleet liaisons and members of the Alliance’s civil government. Hobbie Klivian and Jal De Gaiv had returned to health, and Keyan Farlander was reassigned to the Independence. That left one Y-Wing, one prototype A-Wing and two X-Wings (both severely damaged) with four pilots to man them. Still, the lack of starfighters and astromech units hampered any efforts to completely evacuate. 


The Rebel leaders offered Luke Skywalker any reward within their ability to grant for his part in destroying the Death Star, but he asked only to be permitted to continue piloting a fighter in the Alliance’s service. Some thought his request unduly modest, but one shrewd general disagreed, explaining how Luke might be more valuable to the Rebellion without a title or commission, which would serve only to make the youth a prime target for Imperial assassination. Together Luke, Wedge, Jal and Hobbie formed the skeleton for what would soon come to be called Rogue Squadron. 

The missions assigned to the other heroes of Yavin began to go awry. Despite having taken extreme security precautions, Governor Zissu’s ship was attacked by an Imperial warship. The Governor was captured, but the droids, along with Zissu’s son and the droid Forbee-X, managed to escape to the planet Da’nor. The droids made contact with a Rebel cell there, and managed to return to Princess Leia. The Millennium Falcon was also attacked soon after her mission was completed, and Han and Chewbacca were captured on Terminus. After a harrowing experience in the infamous Red Nebula, the pair escaped captivity and returned to Yavin. 


Apparently, security on Yavin base had been compromised.


The possibility of Imperial infiltration of Yavin disturbed the higher ranked members of the Rebellion. Luke’s misadventure with Qorl indicated that some Imperials had actually survived the Death Star’s destruction. Who else might be hiding out there, waiting for a chance to strike? As search parties were organized to sweep the area around the base, and sensor markers were set up, Luke, Leia and the droids were ordered to Akuria II to insure against a sudden Imperial counterattack on Yavin, as well as to recruit a local resistance cell to the Alliance proper. 

Han and Chewbacca, meanwhile, had decided that their goodbyes could no longer be 
delayed. An impatient Hutt is not a being to trifle with. The two loaded up the Falcon with their reward for rescuing Leia from the Death Star and bade farewell to their new friends in the Rebellion….

Meanwhile…

Back on Coruscant, Darth Vader retired to his castle and had his mechanical arm replaced. With the Emperor in failing health due to the shock of the loss at Yavin, his inner circle informed Vader that his presence wasn’t required at his master’s side – yet. That didn’t bother Vader any, as he waited anxiously for his returned Advanced TIE to be repaired. He was brooding on what had happened at Yavin, and immediately prior. Ben Kenobi had successfully evaded his notice for almost twenty years, on the very world that Vader had least wanted to see again. Follow-up reports from Tatooine indicated that the droids containing the Death Star data had been at the farm of Owen and Beru Lars, now deceased. And that pilot…the pilot who destroyed the Death Star in a million-to-one shot…had been exceptionally strong with the Force. 

It was far too much of a coincidence. And if it meant what Vader thought it meant…well, that remained to be seen. After executing Captain Parlan over holo (who had foolishly let Adar Tallon defect to the Alliance from Tatooine mere days after the Falcon’s escape from there) and sending a perfunctory message to the Emperor explaining how the Death Star had been destroyed and revealing the base’s location, Vader finally got his TIE back and rushed off Coruscant in it, without telling anyone where he was going or why. He was totally unaware of what had happened in his absence, unaware of what Palpatine had ordered done to Governor Vellam. Unaware he was flying right into a trap.

Part III: Flight into Fury (March 21-25) 

Unfortunately, the Falcon was set upon by space pirates before it even left the Gordian Reach. The pirates, led by Crimson Jack, plundered the Falcon’s holds, leaving the two star hoppers without a decicred to their names. With a heavy heart, Han set a course for Aduba-3, a remote Rim world where the two could hopefully raise funds while hiding out from Jabba’s bounty hunters. 

Meanwhile, Luke and Leia’s mission had also not gotten off to a good start. Their Rebel transport flew completely off course thanks to a malfunctioning Artoo Detoo, who had broken down due to faulty repairs made after the Yavin battle. After some complications and Imperial entanglements, Luke, Leia, and the droids arrived at Akuria II, only to be shot down by TIE fighters. A battle with Imperial forces ensued, but in the end Colonel Odan and the natives agreed to join the Alliance. Luke, Leia and the droids returned to Yavin, their mission a success. 

Would that things had gone as well for Han Solo and Chewbacca. The former smugglers had gotten into a brawl their first day on Aduba, which was swiftly followed by another fight at the local cantina. Still, luck finally turned its head once more to the downtrodden smugglers. The pair was hired by a village of farmers to defend their crops and women from a group of Cloud-Riders, led by former swoop jockey Serji-X Arrogantus. In turn, Chewbacca and Han hired other down on their luck spacers to aid in the battle, including the spinner Hedji, the former pirate chief Amaiza, the Lepi Jaxxon, as well as native Jimm, his robot Effie, and the demented Hess Korrin, who had taken to calling himself “Don-Wan Kihotay” and claiming to be of the Jedi Order. 

Meanwhile, events moved quickly on the fourth moon of Yavin. With Darth Vader still unaccounted for, preparations continued unabated for a full evac. Luke Skywalker was chosen by Dodonna to scout for a new base location. Princess Leia wished to accompany Luke, but the events of the Akuria mission only more firmly convinced General Dodonna that the Princess should remain safely at the base. Leia would help to fill the role that her father once held, as a leader and a symbol. Luke and several other Alliance scouts launched in separate directions from Yavin in small Corellian scout ships, as the search for the next base world began. 

While Han and his band of “sprites”, as he came to call them, arrived (with some complications) at the Aduban village, Luke Skywalker contacted Alliance Command, much to the relief of the princess. He believed that he had found a suitable location for the new base, a planet in the Drexel system -- but his message was cut short, and the Rebels were unable to reestablish contact. Leia set out on her own to find out what had happened to the young Jedi-to-be. 

On Aduba, it was not Han and his “sprites” who defeated Serji-X, but a mysterious behemoth, created a thousand years before by Sith Seviss Vaa, who was summoned from below by a native shaman. The monster killed Seji-X, but also destroyed the shaman who controlled it by accident, and Han Solo used Kihotay’s lightsaber to kill the creature before it could wreak havoc on the village. The remaining sprites collected the payment that was due them, and Han and Chewbacca departed the planet. 



Part IV: Doomworld & The Search for Grubba the Hutt (March 26-30) 

The smugglers decided that, rather than running from one rim world to another, they would take their chances rejoining their friends at Yavin. Dropping out or hyperspace just shy of the system, they ran into Crimson Jack once more. Chewbacca and Han were captured, but they planned to lead Jack to Yavin so that the pirate’s stolen Star Destroyer could be taken by the Rebels. Unfortunately, they found Princess Leia had been captured by the pirates during her search for Skywalker. The three managed to trick Jack (via a very convincing first kiss between Han and Leia) into taking them to the Drexel system where they claimed a “Rebel treasure” was, and where Leia still hoped to find Luke. 

Meanwhile, on Drexel, Luke’s spacecraft had been brought down into the planet’s vast ocean, and he and the droids were captured by raiders called “Skimmers”, descendants of the notorious Korteen space-wreckers, and led by the vindictive Governor Quarg. The raiders were at war with the Dragon Lords, a faction of the raiders who rode the giant dragons that swam the waters of Drexel. 

When Crimson Jack’s ship reached orbit, it was overtaken by the same sonic jammer that had brought down Luke’s craft. With the pirates distracted, Leia, Chewbacca, and Han battled their way to the Falcon, and escaped to Drexel. With the help of the Star Warriors, the Dragon Lords defeated the tyrant Quarg and destroyed the sonic jammer. The two factions then were reunited, and a bright new era began for the city-ship home of the raiders. 

With the jammer destroyed, and his ship freed, Crimson Jack was after blood-- Han Solo’s blood in particular. Against amazing odds, the reunited Star Warriors (with the help of Jolli, a member of the pirate band) were able to wreck Jack’s Destroyer. Crimson Jack himself was shot by Han Solo during an EV blaster duel. The ship’s treasure holds were destroyed, but Han Solo managed to retrieve a part of his stolen reward from the remains of the pirate ship. The Rebels then departed.

Next stop for the Heroes of Yavin was nearby Faldos, a dirty backwater planet used by only a few smugglers. The planet’s black market supplied stolen weapons, armor and technology. Han hoped to gamble his share of the treasure into enough to pay off Jabba. He never got near a casino, however – at the Restful Nights Hotel, he, Luke and Leia were cornered by the lobby attendants out to get the two bounties on him!*

But luck, it turned out, would soon be back on Han’s side. As he and his comrades fought their way through the hotel, they came upon a pair of Whiphid thugs carrying a squirming sack. Han snatched it off them as he escaped the hotel. Once back in the Falcon and in space, Han opened the sack and found a baby Hutt named Grubba. He was astonished – and delighted -- to learn that Grubba was actually Jabba’s nephew! If this didn’t get Jabba off his back, nothing would. 

But on Tatooine, Prefect Eugene Talmont was preparing a welcome wagon for Solo in the form of three bounty hunters: Dengar, Udin and Eron Stonefield. He knew full well that Solo couldn’t run from the Empire and Jabba both, and knew Han would come here sooner or later to pay Jabba off. He ordered the three bounty hunters to camp outside Jabba’s Palace and await Solo’s arrival. Between the money he would no doubt have, Jabba’s bounty and the Empire’s bounty, all three would become very rich. Talmont, for his part in the scheme, would finally be promoted off this lousy world.

As it happened, Dengar was able to steal Grubba from the Millennium Falcon just before the transfer (and payoff) could take place. Luke was just barely able to mindtrick Bib Fortuna into letting the Falcon go so they could search for Grubba. The Hutt, for his part, doubled the reward for Grubba’s return and increased the bounty on Han. Udin left some clues at Mos Eisely to lead Han to his homeworld of Kubindi – and a deathtrap. 

Sure enough, Han picked up the clues and flew toward the Silver Forest of Dreams on Kubindi. By week’s end he and his friends had arrived in an obstacle course of giant insects of varying kinds. Luke Skywalker himself managed to reach Queen Zabin and (in an extremely unusual use of the Force, to say the least) managed to provide a delicious banquet of ghost spyder soufflé. But while the heroes survived Udin’s trap, they didn’t rescue Grubba – the hunters had already taken him offworld. They had broken into the Falcon during the mess and read a coded message sent by Rebel headquarters – after stopping at Yavin to pick up a certain Hammerhead, they were to go to Ithor. The hunters left a message saying they’d see the heroes there…

Meanwhile…

Palpatine summoned Bevel Lemelisk to the Palace. Lemelisk arrived fully expecting to hear of the destruction of the Rebel base. Instead, a wire cage fell over him, and hundreds of piranha beetles native to Yavin (part of the Emperor’s private collection) swarmed up from trap doors in the floor and literally ate the screaming designer alive…

…and, a few moments later, Bevel Lemelisk awoke, alive and fit, in a brand new clone body. “Now don’t fail me again, Lemelisk. I’d hate to have to think of an even worse execution for next time.” The regenerated Lemelisk set to work on correcting the design flaws that doomed the Death Star and applying those changes to the second. 

Part V: Ithorian Invasion & The Stenos Shuffle (March 31-35) 


Ackbar, Admiral in the Mon Calamari Navy and Commander in the Rebel Alliance Navy, had assigned the mission of transporting Momaw Nadon to Ithor. Several years before, Nadon had been exiled for selling some of the planet’s well-kept herbological secrets to the Empire (if he had not, the Empire would have swooped down on Ithor and seized those secrets the hard and painful way). He joined the Alliance as a freelance spy, operating out of Tatooine, patiently waiting for a chance to return to his world and avenge himself. 

In his absence, the Empire’s efforts to exploit Ithor’s resources continued unabated. While the Hammerheads considered their world’s sentient trees to be sacred, the ISB saw them as a potential source of armor and weapons. When the Ithorian Oracle (a Force-sensitive priest) protested the Empire’s actions, his eyes were forcibly burned out of his skull. Now the Imperials were uprooting trees for analysis, and their most infamous torturer (Sir Vengnar Heiff) was en route to rip the Ithorians’ secrets out of them. The Ithorians, as nonviolent as they were, were teetering on the edge of revolt. But they needed the aid of the Rebel Alliance – and a leader. 

Hence the Millennium Falcon shot down toward Ithor with its’ transponder broadcasting the codes of Heiff’s personal shuttle. Once Momaw reached the herdship Tafanda Bay (where Governor Olan Dewes ruled) and set off the revolt, Rebel ships would arrive and shoot the two orbiting Star Destroyers out of the system. Aboard the herdship itself, though, Dengar and his two associates waited…

Having landed inside a shrine, Momaw stepped off the Falcon and rushed into the arms of his beloved wife, Fandomar. His son Do-Forow was also there to meet his dad. Han urged the Ithorian to get on with the mission, but Nadon wouldn’t make a move without first consulting the Oracle; to convince him that non-violent protest wasn’t the answer – violent protest was. “Even the gardener must uproot weeds in his labor.” The Oracle scoffed at the younger Ithorian’s words. “The roots of the Empire can be found in every human heart. They are found in greed and lust and fear. How can you hope to uproot that?” Besides, he added, “not everyone who wears an Imperial uniform is wholly given to evil.” He gave directions to a spot where Momaw and only one other Rebel could go to sneak into the herdship. “The trees do not want a blood bath,” and he suggested Han be the one to go with Momaw if he wanted to save Grubba. 

The night, the real Vengnar Heiff arrived at the Tafanda Bay. His presence after his shuttle supposedly crashed in the forests put Dewes and his legions on guard. Dengar, satisfied that Han would soon be coming to him, set a trap. The following morning, Han and Momaw set off through the forests and climbed aboard the herdship via one of thousands of harvesting tentacles. Once up inside the berry processing facilities, they were confronted by Ithorian security officers led by one Boma Inondo. But Momaw’s former Security officer had no love lost for the exile, and the two Rebels were forced to send him flying into a berry vat, off to be cooked into a pie. Shocked and shamed by this action, the two guards confessed that Momaw was right all along about the Empire; Levels 7 through 9 of the herdship, once nurseries, were now prison cells. Heiff had set right to work torturing Ithorian scientists, and even General Dewes was sickened at Heiff’s savagery. Han, remembering the Oracle’s words, mused that “For an Imperial goon, Dewes sounds pretty squeamish.” 

There weren’t many Imperials on the Tafanda Bay, as revolt wasn’t really considered a possibility. Thus Han and Momaw were easily able to raise hell in the facility. The mere sight of Nadon was enough to inspire the Ithorians living there, as the Alliance High Command had hoped, and soon Dewes was cornered with Momaw aiming a blaster at his face. The Oracle decided to give Dewes a punishment that fit the crime – he was exiled to the bafforr jungles. Since it turned out Dewes was somewhat Force sensitive as well (and thus able to hear the angry trees), it was hoped that a few days in the jungle would cure him of Imperial brainwashing. Heiff was also captured and handed over to the Ithorians to face their tender mercies. The Rebels, as promised, fought the three Star Destroyers overhead out of the system. Even better, Grubba was found and recovered by Han. 

But despite this, Dengar and his fellows were able to escape the herdship. Their utter despair at losing Grubba was soon alleviated when Jabba patched them in to a holocommunication he was having with Han – they were going to meet on Togoria, where Han would give Grubba to Jabba in exchange for the canceling of the bounty and his freedom from the Hutt’s organization. Jabba, with Prefect Talmont whispering in his ear, had other plans. He wanted Dengar to bring his nephew back alive and unharmed. As for Han, “just bring me his head.” 

[SW MISSIONS #8 TO GO HERE]


En route back to Yavin, the Falcon had an encounter with an Imperial TIE patrol, then stopped off at Kashyyyk to allow for Chewbacca to visit his family. Luke and Leia met Malla, Lumpy and Itchy for the first time at a ceremony held to honor the Wookiee hero. The festivities were interrupted by orders to sidetrack to the planet Stenos (The Alliance had lost contact with its base there five days before). They there met three old friends of Han – pirate Rik Duel, his Rodian accomplice Chihdo and the sexy Zeltron Dani. The pirates said they were there to recover an ancient statue of the Stenos god Vol. The natives couldn’t enter their temples or use their wings to fly until it was found, so it was believed the statue could be used to lure the Stenaxes into the Rebellion. 

Once the statue actually was found, Rik Duel turned the tables on the Rebels by presenting it to Imperial governor Matrin and sending stormtroopers to arrest the heroes. This in turn set off a revolt by the Stenaxes against the Empire, ironically fulfilling the Rebels’ mission for them. The Heroes of Yavin took off again, with Duel screaming curses at them.  

Following these events, Han Solo, Chewbacca, and the Millennium Falcon were assigned to find the TIE fighter of Darth Vader, still missing in action since the Battle of Yavin. (Rebel Intelligence wasn’t placed well enough in Coruscant to learn of Vader’s arrival or quick departure.) Luke and the ‘droids were again sent on a reconnaissance mission to find a new base world for the Rebels. 

While the heroes of Yavin were occupied in their various quests, the Empire continued its war with the Rebel Alliance. The ISB came up with a scheme to both undermine the social order of worlds leaning toward rebellion, and to secretly transmit locations of hidden Rebel bases. By genetic manipulation of the deadly Bledsoe’s virus, the discoloring of the eyes associated with the disease became a “window effect”—the eyes of the afflicted became star maps. The virus became an undetectable courier of star charts, and revealed Rebel bases for the Imperial fleet to destroy. The plague would be planted by transport capsules containing Squills—disease carrying pests. The Ogemite traders, new allies of the Rebellion, were the first to notice the connection between the outbreaks of Bledsoe’s and the attacks on the Rebel bases, and they began to investigate. 


* -- The Empire had by now figured out that the ship that fled Tatooine, was captured by the Death Star, and that helped destroy that station were all the same ship, and that it was owned by Han Solo. An extremely high dead-or-alive bounty was on his head in addition to the bounty from Jabba. 

Meanwhile…

The Emperor left Coruscant for Korriban, ancient homeworld of the Sith, to demand the spirits there to restore his ailing clone body (the second he had taken). His demands only enraged the spirits, and Palpatine was rushed offworld in worse shape than ever. Emergency plans were immediately implemented to have Palpatine’s third clone transference take place on Byss – but the Dark Side Adepts there sadly reported that none of the clone bodies had reached full maturity yet. Vader, meanwhile, had vanished en route to Yavin…

And somewhere in the Gordian Reach, an Imperial corvette commanded by Captain Sodarra discovered the missing TIE of Darth Vader. The ship had been smashed by unknown forces; Vader had placed himself in a Force-induced coma to save life-support. Unable to wake the comatose Sith, the craft headed for the nearest Imperial base…

Part VI: A Tatooine Sojourn and a Scoundrel’s Luck (April 1-5) 

After a long month of searching, General Dodonna called off the hunt for Vader. With Luke still looking for a new base, Han convinced Leia to join him in a gambling vacation on Ord Mantell, known for its casinos and banks, and as a popular port-of-call for Solo. Han had hoped to build the remainder of his reward into enough money to pay Jabba off. Instead, he lost most of it in the casinos. As if this weren’t enough, Princess Leia was soon kidnapped by a bounty hunter named Alfreda Goot. Goot wanted to race against Han (a three time winner of the Ord Mantell Blockade Runners Derby) to Tatooine, and be proven the fastest in the galaxy. If he refused, the princess would be killed. Han and Chewbacca had no choice but to head for Mos Eisley. 

Meanwhile, Luke was contacted by Rebel headquarters, and ordered to abandon his reconnaissance mission. Observers on Tatooine had reported the landing of an unscheduled transport capsule, and a concerned Alliance commanded Luke to investigate. At first Luke protested—the last place he ever wanted to go was back to Tatooine. His sense of duty overcame his bad memories of the planet, however, and so he set course for the sandy world. Had Skywalker any idea how many times he would be forced to return to the world over the next few years, he might not have gone at all. 

At the same time, Governor-General Vellam had discovered that the comatose body of Darth Vader was on board Captain Sodarra’s ship. 

It had been a week since Vellam had first attacked Vader. When Vader’s TIE Advanced flew into the Gordian Reach without escort, right up to Vellam’s capitol, the disgraced Imperial could hardly believe his luck. The paranoid Vellam was one of many who were jealous of Vader’s close relationship with the Emperor, and he now suspected the Emperor was handing all of his holdings to his favorite toady. He attacked the TIE and severely damaged it, yet Vader had managed to make one hyperspace jump before he could be finished off. Vellam now took personal command of his flagship, the Eradicator, and began to hunt down Sodarra so he could kill Vader personally. 

When Luke exited hyperspace in the Tatooine system, he was greeted by a curious message, one that led him back to the Mos Eisley Cantina. The young pilot was amazed to see how much Mos Eisley had changed in only a month. After the Death Star incident, the Empire established a permanent base. During the blockade following the Tantive IV’s capture, the Imperials found and wiped out a Rebel recruitment outpost, only to have one of the three Star Destroyers orbiting crippled by a Rebel counterattack. As a result, the Imperials now considered Tatooine to be a veritable hotbed of rebellion. 

At the cantina, Luke was informed of the Imperial Bledsoe’s plot by a Ogemite named Anduvil. No sooner had Luke been informed of the plague than a Jawa showed up in the Cantina—with Bledsoe’s! Luke, Anduvil and the ‘droids departed Mos Eisley for a more remote location—Ben Kenobi’s hut in the Jundland Wastes. 

Meanwhile, Governor-General Vellam finally tracked down Sodarra’s ship in the Mon Torri system. The Falcon was in the area as well, having taken a shortcut through Mon Torri to Tatooine. When Han Solo spotted Sodarra’s vessel under heavy fire from the Eradicator, the Corellian moved in to help, figuring that any enemy of the Empire was a friend of his. Sodarra and his crew evacuated onto the Falcon, taking along with them a mysterious crate. Vellam forced the Falcon to crash land on the icy world of Mon Torri, and the ship was damaged. All was not lost, however. Surprisingly, Goot provided replacement parts for the Falcon—she wanted to beat the ship, not destroy it—and so the Falcon soon departed the system, with the Eradicator in close pursuit. 

Luke and Anduvil had escaped an attack by Tusken raiders, only to be captured by stormtroopers, and brought to the base for questioning after Luke became infected with Bledsoes. One Dr. Kaaldar later prepared the cure for Luke at gunpoint, after which Luke and Anduvil, assisted by the droids, stormed the base and destroyed it. They and the droids returned to the Alliance. 

On the Falcon, Sodarra demanded that Solo and Chewbacca transport his crew and the crate—which he claimed was a prototype cloaking device but actually held Darth Vader—to the planet Shador. Instead, Han decided to try out this “cloaking device” on the Falcon. Finding instead the Sith Lord, Solo agreed to take the crew to Shador (while Chewbacca planted a bomb on the crate!) 

Unfortunately, the group was double crossed on Shador. Han was ready to blow Vader into the next galaxy—until Sodarra revealed that Alfreda Goot, Leia’s kidnapper, was an agent of Vader’s. If Vader died, so would Leia. Han met Goot in the Dockside Café at Mos Eisley, and Leia was exchanged for the crate containing Vader. Han swore never to tell the Princess what he had to do to save her. 

In the long term, Han may have made the right choice. In the short term, however, his decision would have disastrous repercussions for the galaxy—and the Rebellion. Darth Vader had returned.

Part VII: Rogues and Thieves (April 6-10) 

While Han and the Falcon were racing Goot across the galaxy, Rogue Squadron continued to take shape. Under the capable leadership of Commander Narra, the group now included Wes Janson and a Lieutenant Sarkli. Skywalker, fully recovered from his bout with Bledsoe’s, finally accepted a commission in the Alliance when he joined the Squadron. 
 
The Millennium Falcon soon returned to Yavin base. Han Solo, still guilty over having let Vader live, returned what remained of his reward to the Alliance. Luke Skywalker labored tirelessly over his X-Wing, repairing battle damage. Luke was disappointed at not having been able to locate a new base for the Rebels—after all, was it really safe for the Alliance to remain on Yavin? Leia Organa and the Alliance leaders reasoned that, as there were no more confirmed survivors of the Death Star, their base should be safe for the time being.* Han Solo disagreed. Although neither he nor Chewbacca would admit it to the Alliance, they knew that the lead pilot in the prototype TIE fighter—namely, Darth Vader—still lived. Nevertheless, the Rebels turned their attention to rebuilding the base’s fleet, still not recovered from the great battle. The remainder of Han Solo’s reward could have purchased several X-Wings, but the Alliance was forced to spend it on food, medical supplies, and parts for older ships. It wasn’t surprising that when Han Solo heard the ancient droid Q-7N had once guarded a pirate’s treasure on Yavin, he decided to take Chewbacca and the Falcon (newly repaired after its adventures on Mon Torri and Shador) on a treasure hunt. What was surprising was that he opted not to tell the Rebels of his trip. 

Meanwhile, Darth Vader spent time recuperating from the Battle of Yavin and Vellam’s attacks. The Lord of the Sith opted not to return to Coruscant this time; he was hellbent on finding the Force-sensitive T-65 pilot that had destroyed the Death Star…

On Yavin, Luke, Leia and the ‘droids deduced the Falcon’s destination, and set out for the pirate fortress in a landspeeder. At the fortress, Chewbacca and Han had discovered the treasure, and after dealing with a three-armed guardian ‘droid, loaded it into the Falcon. By the time Luke and Leia arrived, the Falcon had taken off for parts unknown. 

The Falcon made its way to the ringed world of Dennogra. Han intended to see Sprool, an Ithorian trader who resided in the spaceport city of Zio Snaffkin. After blasting one of Jabba’s bounty hunters in a cantina, he sold most of the treasure to Sprool—except for one crate. He asked Sprool to take that crate to Jabba, to pay him back for the lost spice. Sprool agreed, and Han and Chewbacca returned to Yavin. At first Leia, still unsure of Han’s loyalties and unaware of the sacrifice he made for her on Tatooine, ordered that both smugglers be placed under arrest. Then Han revealed that the money gained from selling the treasure to Sprool would go to finance the new Rebel fleet. Leia was stunned—she wasn’t sure what to think! Luke was bitter -- he felt that Han left him out so as to impress the Princess. 

On Tatooine, Jabba the Hutt accepted the crate meant for him from Sprool, but he refused to call off the bounty on Han Solo. The Hutt did suspend the bounty temporarily when the ‘droid Wuntoo Forcee Forwun attacked the palace, thinking that the droid had meant to assassinate him. Actually, Wuntoo had really been after the evil EV-9D9, but had failed to destroy her. The paranoid torture ‘droid, on the other hand, rightly assumed that the attack had been meant for her, and headed for Bespin, while Jabba assigned all his bounty hunters the task of bringing in Forwun.

* -- At the same time, Rebel attacks in the Core Worlds (particularly those of the defecting Frigate Far Orbit) was keeping the Empire very busy and distracting them from any thoughts of an all-out assault in the Outer Rim. 

Part VIII: The Imperial Spy (April 11-15)

The Millennium Falcon and Rogue Squadron were then sent on a mission to investigate a lost shipment of materials from the planet Vactooine. The mission was a success, as it brought into the Rebel fold not only a Victory-class Star Destroyer, but legitimate business Hutt Boonda as well. However, Rogue Squadron took heavy damage during the mission. There was no doubt that the Alliance needed new ships, and so Han, Leia, Luke and Artoo traveled in the Falcon to the top secret Incom factory with the money gained from selling the Yavin treasure. After an Imperial attack and a meeting with Incom head Vors Voorhorian, several X-Wings were purchased, and the Rebels were ready to face the Empire once again. 

Meanwhile, Darth Vader had recovered and had retaken command of his flagship, the Devastator, commanded by Captain Wermis. Vader had also been contacted by an Imperial spy in Yavin base… 

As the Falcon returned to Yavin with the new X-Wings, the spy broke into the base’s files and navicharts, and recommended a surprise strike force to Darth Vader. At the same time, a transport from Alderaan arrived, with Leia’s childhood friend Darlen. The Rebels stepped up their efforts to ferret out the spy in their midst, and he was eventually revealed: Lieutenant Rogor. The Rebel fleet quickly abandoned Yavin as Darth Vader’s strike force arrived, leaving Rogor and much of their equipment behind. Luke again showed off his piloting prowess as he prevented troop transports from landing, helped the Rebel Gallofree transport Luminous take off unharmed and (with the aid of Wedge and Sarkli) helped General Dodonna escape the base.  

Darth Vader was so furious with Rogor for having allowed the Rebels to escape that he executed the spy moments after landing on Yavin, in spite of the fact that spies in the Rebellion were expensive and hard to come by, and of the help Rogor could have been in the Sith Lord’s search for the T-65 pilot who destroyed the Death Star. Vader and the Imperial fleet soon departed the Yavin system to continue that search. The Dark Lord was careful to leave the site of the base intact – his instincts told him the Rebels might yet return. 


Part IX: Rebel Strike (April 16-20)

The Rebels of Yavin traveled into the Outer Rim and joined with the main Alliance fleet. For Luke Skywalker, it would be an eyeopening experience as he saw for the first time the true numbers and might of the Alliance. He and Han Solo would also meet Mon Mothma for the first time. General Dodonna found himself handing out promotions to another arriving group of Rebels, a group that had just rescued starship designer Walex Blissex from a trap set by his daughter, Lira. Dodonna and Blissex worked on refining and improving the A-Wing, the starfighter they had cobbled together a few years ago from the old R-22 Spearheads. 


The Alliance, meanwhile, found itself stymied. It still needed a ground command center to coordinate Rebel activities across the galaxy without drawing the Empire to the fleet itself. Yet the scout missions had come to nothing – no good target planet had presented itself. 

The answer came after only a couple of days, in the form of a desperate distress call from an Imperial officer looking to defect to the Alliance. Tycho Celchu, an Alderaanian burning with grief for his lost homeworld, also promised information on a type of planetary shield the Imperials were trying to seize. Celchu was calling from Dantooine, site of a former Rebel base and relatively near the fleet’s position. Rogue Squadron was immediately sent out to pick up the would-be defector.  

By the time they got there, the Imperials had discovered Tycho’s attempt and captured him. Leaving a grumbling Sarkli behind at the rendezvous point, Luke rode a speeder bike through a treacherous canyon river to where the Imperials were hauling Celchu aboard their landing craft. These were a type of Imperials Luke had never seen before, in black armor. Blowing up the APC carrying Tycho and the troopers escorting it, Luke and his new ally rode on bikes over an elevated causeway that ran the length of the river, back to the rendezvous point. Along the way, Tycho explained that what Luke had encountered were the brand-new Imperial Storm Commandos – an answer to the hit-and-fade tactics the Rebels were able to stump the Imperial Army with. Trained on Carida by Colonel Crix Madine, these elite units were intended to rescue captured Imperials from the Alliance, infiltrate Rebel bases, and break sieges on Rebel-held worlds. 

Back in space, Tycho told the Rogues they would have to go even further into the Empire’s interior – to the impounded world of Ralltiir, where the Empire had been “purifying” the populace since a few weeks before the Death Star’s destruction. With the death of Lord Tion at Princess Leia’s hands a month ago, Governor Jander Graff had been replacing the government with one totally loyal to the Empire. There, a group of scientists had been working on a new kind of planetary shield, one that could stand up to orbital bombardment within a limited space (say, limited enough to contain a base). The Empire had been pushing the scientists to hand over their work, and now push had come to shove. 

Fighting their way past the orbital blockade, the Rogues deployed T-47 airspeeders into the besieged city the scientists had holed up in (using their own invention to block attack from above). Yet the shields couldn’t keep out slow moving ground forces, and so AT-ATs and APCs had stomped in. The scientists, once they realized what was happening, provided Luke with bombs to blow off the heads of the walkers. 

Once Luke landed and commandeered an AT-ST, Lieutenant Sarkli announced he was defecting back to the Empire and took off. He had been an inside agent all along, a spy. (and Captain Firmus Piett’s nephew, no less.) With little time to mull this sudden defection*, Luke led the scientists into a Corellian Corvette and flew them through the blockade. 

The Rebel High Command was ecstatic with the Rogues’ success – the defection of Sarkli notwithstanding. Tycho, a skilled pilot in his own right, took Sarkli’s place in Rogue Squadron. With the new shield technology in hand as well, the Alliance decided to take a calculated risk. Between the shield and the Rogues, any base would be well defended. Without an obvious location for the Rebels to relocate to,

why not go back to Yavin? The Imperials certainly wouldn’t be expecting it. And so the Falcon and many Rebel ships (with more starfighters and pilots, though still not up to the base’s former fighter ranks) were recalled to Yavin. Precautions were taken to ensure the Storm Commandos wouldn’t infiltrate the base, nor any other Imperial spies like Rogor and Sarkli. Rogue Squadron was assigned to stop at Kwenn Space Station (at the edge of the Mid-Rim) while en route to check the star charts there for possible hyperspace escape routes from Yavin – the fleet wouldn’t be there for them a second time. 

As the Millennium Falcon made its way back to Yavin, the ailing Emperor considered his next course of action against the Rebels as he floated in a bacta tank. Pursuing the Rebels fleeing from Yavin wasn’t a top priority for him – he wasn’t yet aware of Luke Skywalker, and ISB reported Mon Mothma was nowhere near the base. Now that Vellam was finished off, the other Moffs were frantically trying to hunt down the Rebel base themselves in other sectors (if only to avoid being targeted next by the Emperor). ISB and the Ubiqorate helped in this regard by leaking leads to possible Rebel locations. As long as the Death Star could remain secret, and deniability could be maintained, it would be business as usual for the Empire. And until a new clone body was ready for him, that was exactly how Palpatine needed things to be. Revenge against the Rebels could wait. 

Where was Vader, anyway? He’d been on Coruscant only a few hours in the month since the Death Star fiasco, and had only given that brief written report** as well as the occasional holo report on various other events. Probably trying to evade punishment for as long as possible. So be it – he’d let Vader sweat a little longer. *** 

In the meantime, the first of the upgraded Imperial-II Star Destroyers, appropriately named the Empire, was rumbling out of the shipyards under the command of Admiral Kiez. Even better, the blueprints were nearly finalized for the next member of the Star Destroyer family – the Executor-class Super Star Destroyer. Palpatine decided that, as a failsafe, construction would commence on two of the new supervessels simultaneously – one at Kuat Drive Yards, the other at Fondor Shipyards. Whichever was completed first would receive the class name and be used as Lord Vader’s personal flagship. Whichever ship launched first, its’ maiden voyage would be more political than military. The routing of the Rebels at Yavin, while not as crippling a blow to the Alliance as it might have been at the hands of the Death Star, would reassure all in the military (and make it clear to the public) that the Empire would eventually, inevitably, triumph against the Rebellion. 

Meanwhile, to help cover up the Rebel presence in the Yavin sector (as well as the details of the Death Star’s destruction) until the Executor was ready, the Gordian Reach had to be blockaded. The Emperor decided to have the House of Tagge perform this task instead of Vader, as part of his punishment. As one of their own had died on the Death Star, and Baron Orman Tagge had no love lost for Vader (or vice versa), it seemed fitting to let them have a shot at retribution…

* - Sarkli made no mention of Skywalker to his ISB superiors. He secretly hoped he would have a chance to kill Skywalker himself, and thus gain the glory of wiping out the “Death Starkiller.” 

** -- Vader’s report on the Battle of Yavin made no mention of the Force-sensitive pilot. He placed the blame for the fiasco squarely on Grand Moff Tarkin and his toady, Admiral Motti. Vader’s scheme to find the main Rebel base and eliminate it had been sound, but Tarkin and Motti were overconfident in their machine’s invulnerability – they only sent out a small fraction of the Death Star’s TIE fighters to answer the Rebel assault. Vader and his handpicked wingmen would have turned the tide, had it not been for that Corellian freighter showing up out of nowhere. 

*** -- Palpatine had no serious intention of punishing Vader – at least not yet. He sensed there was something about Yavin that Vader wasn’t telling him… but he wasn’t lying either. What he had put in the report felt completely truthful in the Force, and that report, as mentioned, blamed Tarkin for the Death Star’s destruction. Still, to keep up appearances, Palpatine made it appear in the court as though Vader’s life hung on a frayed thread. His damaged mechanical arm, removed and replaced after the events on Vaal, hung on public display in the palace for all (including Mara Jade) to see.  

Part X: The Hunter / Darth Vader’s Return (April 21-25)


On April 22’nd, the next part of the Death Star coverup aired on New Order Progressive magazine. It was an obituary for Grand Moff Willhuff Tarkin, Admiral Motti and General Tagge. The magazine stated that Tarkin and his men had died in a fiery shuttle crash just short of the Tallaan Imperial Shipyards. The crash was stated as an accident due to a defective computer module.
Meanwhile, Valance arrived in the outworld Telos system. Telos herself was once a beautiful world, but over exploitation of its resources by the Offworld corporation had long ago rendered it uninhabitable. Valance’s target was the fourth planet, which held an isolated medical station, which had remained neutral throughout the Galactic Civil war. The bounty hunter had come to destroy his own past, but two of his mercenaries overheard the delirious cries of Don-Wan Kihotay, who had become a patient on Telos-4 since his adventures on Aduba. The mercenaries heard babbling of Han Solo, Jaxxon, Amaiza, and a boy… A boy and a droid… The two rightly thought they were onto something big, and, after destroying the medical center, the band of bounty hunters took off in search of Han Solo’s companions. 

Valance had mistaken the late Kihotay’s references to Jimm with information gleaned from a spy tape intercepted and copied weeks before (from Lord Vader’s preliminary report) detailing the rescue of Leia Organa from the Death Star by Han Solo and an unknown boy with two droids.* Valance was a cyborg and a droid-hater, a contradictory combination at best, and he felt revulsion at the possibility that any human would willingly ally himself with mechanicals. Bounty or no bounty, he was determined to find this boy and his droids. 

Accidental slips by Amaiza in a backwater spaceport lead the hunters to Aduba, but Jimm, Jaxxon, and Amaiza succeeded in defending their village from Valance’s army of mercenaries. Jimm was at this time a newlywed, settling down and giving up thoughts of adventure. (Merri had discovered she was pregnant by “The Starkiller Kid” a few days before, forcing a blaster-rifle wedding on the duo.) A final confrontation with Valance himself revealed that Jimm was not the boy from the tape. The hunter’s obsession had led him to nothing. Enraged, Valance departed Aduba to continue his hunt alone.

After several weeks of drifting through space, the escape pod bearing Admiral Termo and Officer Tix was finally nearing a small red planet. The pod had been well stocked for six passengers and a long trip, but it was down to only two days of life support—Termo was considering killing Tix in order to conserve resources. The escape pod landed safely on the red world near an alien-looking relay tower. 

Back on Coruscant, Darth Vader finally found the courage to face Emperor Palpatine. He reported that the Rebels were still on Yavin (a probot had picked that up, so the brief evacuation went unmentioned), and asked for permission to attack them. Palpatine refused to make martyrs of the Rebels and risk creating sympathy in neutral worlds. “We will wait for the right moment to strike back, and then we will crush them!” Besides, he added slyly, Grand Moff Tarkin may yet destroy Yavin – from the grave. After he emerged from the bacta tank, Palpatine and Vader were informed that Termo had sent a signal from the Unknown Regions – specifically, the planet Malagarr. Palpatine, deciding Termo had abandoned his ship, ordered Vader to head to the planet at once, retrieve Tarkin’s third holotape, and “convey my gratitude to Admiral Termo.” Vader left at once in the Carrack Cruiser, along with two TIE fighters, two TIE bombers, Captain Mordak and a Royal Guardsman. 

After a brief hyperdrive malfunction, the Cruiser flew to the Unknown Regions – and straight into an asteroid belt. Vader seized the controls and flew the cruiser through the belt to Malagarr -- where a monstrous asteroid-shaped droid rose into orbit to meet him. As it attacked the cruiser, Vader and his men switched to their TIEs and started to veer away just as a tractor beam hit the Carrack. Vader was the only one to get free, and he flew down to the surface alone. He found only a small hovering droid by the escape pod which he quickly dispatched when it began shooting at him. After inspecting the pod, Vader donned an AJP-400 jetpack and flew to the nearby communications tower. The tracks there indicated Termo and Tix had been taken, and soon more ancient-looking droids wielding vibro-axes appeared to challenge the Dark Lord. After defeating them, Vader discovered a trapdoor to a long corridor defended by a surprisingly effective security system of laser-armed ceiling-mounted glow rods. Using the Force to shield himself, Vader sprinted through the corridor and fought another old battle droid. He then found himself in a computer chamber. Finding the computer controlled the droid ship, Vader deactivated the tractor beam and moved on. Inside a supply room, he finally found and freed Termo and Tix. Fighting through more battle droids, the trio made it to the surface as the Carrack cruiser landed beside them. 

The Sith Lord ordered three TIEs to remain behind and destroy the tower and underground chambers. He then snatched the third holotape out of Termo’s hands even as he was telekinetically choking the admiral to death. Back in the underground caverns, the surviving droids decided to send a signal to their “long-lost friend”…Q-7N!! When the vintage droid received the message, the Heroes of Yavin agreed to ferry it to what it believed to be its’ long-lost homeworld…

Part XI: Rogue Squadron to the Rescue! (April 26-30)
Returning to Coruscant, Lord Vader presented Tarkin’s third holotape to the Emperor. On the tape, Tarkin offered no apologies for his failure to deal with the Rebels (likely because he never thought this tape would actually be viewed). But he did offer his final plan for intergalactic conquest. After listening to this tape, Palpatine ordered Vader to deliver the blueprints and construction orders for the Executor to Fondor at once. (Duplicate orders had already been sent to Kuat by one of the Emperor’s Hands.) Before he left Coruscant, though, Vader was directed to assign Captain Mordak (who he promoted to General) to travel the length of the Hydrian Way to Bonadan (in the Corporate Sector) on a covert mission…

At Space Station Kwenn, the Rogues’ research efforts had come to nothing. The Empire had changed all of the major and minor hyperspace routes and put Interdictor cruisers at strategic spots on them – escape for the Rebel fleet would be near impossible along them. The failed mission was soon forgotten, though, when Imperials seized a freighter at the station (the Stellar Manx, a Corellian Action-VI vessel) with no explanation. Alarmed at this, Wedge Antilles sent a message droid to the Falcon’s crew at Malagarr to join him at Kwenn. In the meantime he, Tycho and Wes investigated further. 

After a prolonged firefight through the station and in the freighter itself, the Rogues managed to free Captain Kar Lamoran and her eight-man crew as well as free the Manx from Imperial hands. The Falcon arrived soon after, the mission to Malagarr a bust (or so it seemed at the time). Learning the ship was meant to travel to Bonadan on a covert plot, the Falcon’s crew (plus Kar) decided to disguise themselves as the freighter crew and head to Bonadan themselves in the Manx (with the Millennium Falcon hidden inside its’ cargo bay) to unravel the Imperials’ plot. When they got there, they discovered one of the Death Star’s many designers (Frap Radicon) was involved in a plot to develop a new type of gravity well projector. They briefly managed to get Frap arrested by the local Espos, but Darth Vader (when contacted by Mordak) hired Boba Fett to spring him out immediately thereafter. (The bounty hunter was in the area after doing a job for Jabba the Hutt.) Frap took the Manx, loaded by Mordak’s men with the parts of the gravity well projector, and raced offplanet for Malagarr to test it out.* The Heroes of Yavin hotwired a Marauder Corvette and shot into hyperspace right behind it. 

Mordak, Tix and Radicon arrived on Malagarr a few days later. Only then were the two officers informed of the nature of the experiment – one that, if it failed, would likely kill them all and destroy the planet they were standing on. Mordak and Tix had already seen enough for them to doubt the Emperor’s sanity, but this gravity-well business convinced them they’d be better off with the Rebellion. As a transport shuttle containing security forces landed along the Manx, Mordak and Tix snuck aboard to flee the area – and found Chewie, Artoo and Q-7N inside the Falcon. After frantically explaining what was about to happen, the officers flew the Manx up into orbit as the Espo Corvette arrived. Mordak and Tix volunteered to fly two IRD-A fighters from the Corvette down to the gravity well projector and disable it, thus proving themselves to the Alliance. As they left, Q-7N snuck into Mordak’s fighter for reasons of its’ own. 

Caught in a fierce storm, Tix crashed and was injured, leaving Mordak and Q-7N to take out the projector. They did, but then the ancient droid led Mordak down into the subterranean tunnels of the planet and to a huge computer. It had regained its’ memories of this place earlier, remembered how the people who once lived here had foolishly tried to harness the planet’s core for energy. Deciding the planet was too dangerous for organics, Q-7N set the entire planet to self-destruct and decided to remain behind and die with what was left of its’ civilization. Mordak, Tix and the Falcon crew barely escaped the planet’s fiery destruction. Mordak and Tix (in the Corvette) joined Captain Lamoran in the Manx as they headed back to Kwenn to pick up the Manx’s crew. From there, Mordak and Tix would take the Corvette back into the Corporate Sector to try to pick up more Rebel recruits. The crew of the Millennium Falcon, grieving over the death of Q-7N, headed back toward Yavin. 

On Coruscant, Emperor Palpatine and Darth Vader (newly returned from Fondor) felt Malagarr’s destruction in the Force and knew that Tarkin’s plan had failed. Palpatine decided not to waste any more time and effort on Tarkin’s grandiose schemes and instead vowed to move forward with the building of a second Death Star. In lieu of the personal report promised to the Emperor, Vader wrote out a standard datafile on the Battle of Yavin and departed in the Devastator; he had taken up the quest for the Force-sensitive Rebel once more. Captain Bzorn was charged by the Dark Lord with the task of persecuting Rebel worlds. Vader now knew the boy’s face, thanks to scattered video recordings of him on his earlier adventures. Now all he needed was the name…

* -- The initial prototype gravity well generator had been lost with the Death Star – or so the Imperials thought. The chunk of Death Star debris that carried the projector – intact – was recovered by Ugor scavengers who used the device to hold together their junkyard of a star system. The priest-scientists who found the device and got it working branded it the “Holy of Holies.” 

Part XII: The Wheel (April 31-35)

Still stinging over the loss of Q-7N, and ever wary of Imperial patrols, Han decided to take the long route to Yavin via the Perlemian Trade Route. The journey took several days, giving the heroes the first breather they’d had in a month and a half. Luke Skywalker took this time to reflect and train. During his watch at the Falcon’s controls, he thought back to his youth on Tatooine, the memories of which grew less painful as time went by. He also spent time training with his lightsaber and remote, as Ben Kenobi had taught him, but Luke couldn’t clear his mind. He decided to try a meditation technique Kenobi had mentioned. Letting his mind drift free, Luke touched Darth Vader’s mind for an instant. The Sith Lord’s mind was so strong as to force Luke into a fear-induced coma. The Falcon dropped out of hyperspace to find advanced medical help for the young Jedi-in-training. Unfortunately, due to a drift in the Falcon’s auto-navigator, the Rebels found themselves in the right quadrant, but the wrong sector—and in the middle of an Imperial Military Containment Zone. 

There, the crew of the Falcon discovered a scuttled House of Tagge merchant ship, and an EV pilot wearing Rebel armor. Before the Rebel died, he revealed that the Empire had attacked the Tagge ship, and planted evidence to implicate the Rebel Alliance in the deed. Before the Falcon could flee the scene, they were set upon by an Imperial battle cruiser under the command of Commander Strom and a squadron of TIE advanced fighters. Fortunately, the Rebels managed to escape to the Wheel, a huge casino space station in the Besh Gorgon system. The taxes on the Wheel’s earnings provided much of the Empire’s military funding. Since the galaxy’s gamblers saw the Wheel as a retreat from the laws of the Empire, that funding depended on non-interference from the Empire. 

In spite of this, the Wheel’s administrator (former Senator Simon Grayshade) allowed Strom’s forces to board the Wheel in pursuit of the Rebels—if his stormtroopers could capture them on the lower levels. Grayshade intervened in their mission, however, when he discovered that Leia Organa was among the Rebels. The former Senator of the Vorzyd Sector was infatuated with Organa. The Princess was taken to the Senator’s suite, while Luke, still comatose, was allowed to be treated in the Wheel’s hospital. Grayshade struck a deal with Strom: if Leia was allowed to remain on the Wheel, her traveling companions would either be killed or delivered into Imperial hands. 

Han Solo and Chewbacca, meanwhile, were scheduled to fight each other to the death in the Wheel’s gladiatorial pits. They circumvented this obstacle by faking Han’s death in the pits. 

In the hospital, Luke broke free from his coma with the help of Ben Kenobi, and he was able to confirm to Princess Leia something that they had only been able to suspect before—Darth Vader had survived the Death Star, and was now searching for them! 

Vader himself was in the Mid-Rim, on a planet called Ultaar. His search for the Death Star’s destroyer had led to a dead end— the Rebel information team Vader had hoped to interrogate had been wiped out by the cyborg bounty hunter Valance. In spite of this, Vader already had a new lead. The presence Vader had sensed (while en route to Ultaar) was headed toward the Besh Gorgon sector, and Vader decided the Wheel was the logical choice to start his search.* The Devastator soon departed for the pleasure satellite… 

Following Han Solo’s apparent death, a distraught Leia Organa agreed to leave the Wheel with Senator Grayshade if Luke and the rest were allowed to depart safely. Grayshade, however, was impressed by Luke’s heroics—the young Jedi was prepared to sacrifice himself to allow Leia and Simon to escape. In the end, it was Grayshade that stayed behind on the Wheel, while Luke, Leia, and the ‘droids escaped in the former Senator’s space yacht, only to run right into the Devastator. Darth Vader intended to capture the ship, and its passengers. 

Han and Chewbacca succeeded in liberating the Falcon from the Wheel’s security squads, who had been taking apart the vessel in search of the profits the Rebels had supposedly plundered from the Tagge ship. They strafed the Devastator, and succeeded in distracting Vader from the yacht. Unfortunately, Vader recognized the Falcon as the smuggling ship that had ended his defense of the Death Star. Vader was now determined to destroy the ship at all costs. Darth Vader’s crew achieved a targeting lock on the Falcon, and awaited the Sith Lord’s command to fire—but none came. Luke’s anger and frustration at being unable to save a friend thought dead from destruction flooded back through mental channels opened by Vader himself. This caused a brief but intense moment of pain in Darth Vader’s mind. This distraction was enough to allow both ships to escape Vader’s wrath—for now.

* -- Normally the ignorance of Fleet officers regarding Force-related matters was a hindrance to the Sith Lord, but now Vader was able to turn it to his advantage. He informed his officers that the mere existence of a Force-sensitive being other than himself was a major threat to the Empire. The crew of the Devastator, unaware of the Emperor’s ways with the Force and the legions of darksiders serving him, swallowed this fiction.

Part XIII: Siege at Yavin (May 1-5)

Back at Yavin, TIE Fighters were now pounding the Rebel base on a daily basis. Tagge’s scout ships had hunted for the Rebels that had destroyed their ship, and had soon (so they thought) found them while prospecting corusca stones. They also noticed the huge volume of metal debris still orbiting the gas giant, and made a good guess as to its’ origin. With the loyalties of his brother’s blockading fleet mixed*, Baron Orman Tagge decided Yavin IV would make the perfect test subject for a project he’d been polishing off for the Emperor. A practical demonstration of brother Silas’ new superturbine…

The Millennium Falcon had begun to shimmy wildly after going into hyperspace. The smugglers pulled back into realspace, figuring that something got left out when the Wheel’s technicians strip-searched the ship. Fortunately, Han had an emergency station set up on the nearby rainy world of Orleon. Soon the Millennium Falcon was safely inside a huge cave on the storm-wracked planet and repair work began. 

Luke and Leia ditched Senator Greyshade’s yacht on Centares, trading it in for a Corellian Gunship at Jorman Thoad’s used shipyard. It was there that the two Rebels first learned about the blockade around the Gordian Reach. The Gunship pursued a Tagge merchant vessel into hyperspace, both racing toward Yavin. Leia wasn’t fooled by the “spice strike” story for a moment, and reasoned out the Empire’s scheming. 

Aboard the merchant ship Luke and Leia were pursuing, Baron Tagge resumed his lightsaber practice. He had once fallen afoul of Lord Vader, and had taken the Sith’s lightsaber blade across the eyes. Now wearing a cyber-visor to see, he vowed he was going to get good enough with the lightsaber to best Vader in a duel. As his ship left hyperspace, the Gunship was detected behind it. Tagge ordered mines to be deployed to shake off the pursuers. Magnetically charged, the mines took out the Gunship’s shields with the first impact. Luke managed to finish off the mines before they could finish him off. 

The Gunship moved in close to Yavin, its’ sensors and trackers going berserk as it neared the planet’s vast gravitational field. The Tagge vessel had entered orbit around Yavin I, the first moon – on the opposite side of the gas giant from Yavin IV. Leia exited her ship in a spacesuit (followed by Luke) and floated down to the surface of the tiny rocky moon to observe the Tagge ship. As she watched through macrobinoculars, scores of TIE Fighters deployed out of the merchant ship and flew right into the stormy red atmosphere of Yavin itself. As the fighters descended towards the gas, a hurricane formed below them…and they flew safely through the eye. Guessing a space station had been installed in the atmosphere, Luke and Leia jetted back to their ship and towards Yavin IV. Yet another TIE patrol spotted them, and the Gunship’s communications (and one engine) were crippled in their attack. Rebel X-Wings arrived barely in time to shoot off the TIEs and escort the Gunship down to a very rough landing. 

Every single scout sent out a month ago to find a new base never returned. General Dodonna had begun to fear Luke and Leia were lost as well, and the reassuring sight of the two alive buoyed morale considerably. The recording Leia made of the space station in Yavin’s atmosphere wasn’t as reassuring; There was simply no way for the X-Wings to reach the station without being vaporized. Only the TIEs could reach it. Luke, remembering a TIE going down intact at Yavin I, rushed out in a Y-Wing to examine the wreckage. Unfortunately the TIE pilot survived the crash, and managed to badly damage Artoo with a single shot before Luke shot him down. When he returned to base, Alliance techs sadly told him that they were out of the parts needed to repair the little droid – he would likely have to be scrapped. 

And then things got even grimmer. 

Luke had managed to salvage a signaling device out of the wrecked TIE. Using another TIE (kept at the base to familiarize pilots with enemy craft) outfitted with the device, Luke was assigned to fly to the base and wipe it out with proton bombs. This meant that when the station was gone, the hurricane corridor would be gone too – and so would Luke. Young Skywalker understood, and insisted on going at once. 

What he found, deep in the thick clouds, was a giant turbine with a Star Destroyer’s command tower grafted onto it. And alongside it, docked to the turbine, was the Tagge merchant ship. The proton bombs did the trick, blasting the turbine into metal shards…and leaving Luke in his TIE, lost in the windswept atmosphere. No sensors, no instruments. 

While Luke had used the Force before, it had been with Obi-Wan’s ghostly voice guiding him. Or by accident, as seen at the Wheel. But the young man had been meditating every chance he got, trying to expand his connection to the Force. And, for the first time, he began to use the Force consciously to guide his craft out of the atmosphere. When the TIE finally broke free into space, Luke’s faith in the Force – and in himself – was rewarded. 

Far behind him, the Tagge merchant vessel burst free into space as well. It had used visual sighting of the TIE to guide its’ way out too. But now Luke had made a powerful new enemy in Baron Tagge, and (unlike the Emperor) he wouldn’t wait long to exact his revenge.

Back on Orleon, the repairs on the Falcon were interrupted when another freighter skidded through the mud in front of the cave. Han recognized the ship instantly: The Voidraker, personal freighter of one “Jabba the Hut.” AKA Mosep, the real Jabba’s Nimbanel accountant and one of three (Heater being the second, Jabba the third) who had harassed Han at Docking Bay 94 on Tatooine two months ago. Mosep didn’t really expect Han to revisit this old haunt – but just in case, he had installed a bug in the cavern to alert him if a ship landed there. Now Han was cornered, and Mosep was intent on delivering two very dead smugglers to his namesake boss. 

* -- The blockade fleet was made up of three separate elements: General Ulric Tagge’s forces, ships sent by order of Vader, and ships formerly under the command of the late Governor Vellam. 

Part XIV: Intermission (May 06-10)

In many ways, this week was the calm after (and before) the storm. Vader continued his frenzied quest to find the Force-sensitive pilot, Han and Chewie hunkered down in the Orleon caves in a desperate siege (working on the Falcon whenever they could), Valance kicked up rocks and bagged local bounties on Junction, and the Rebels conducted several recon sorties through the Gordian Reach to determine the extent of the Tagge fleet’s blockade. Even the Galaxywide Newsnets were quiet. 

Yet in the background, events were on the move. Emperor Palpatine summoned Prince Xizor, ruler of Falleen and head of Xizor Transport Systems (as well as the secret underworld kingpin of Black Sun), to his palace to explain his recent mysterious travels – travels Xizor had indicated to him was on his and the Empire’s behalf. (The Empire and the Emperor, as he himself saw it, was “one and the same thing. As all the worlds shall soon know.”) He had Vader join this conference via holo from the Devastator, delighting at the mutual hatred simmering just under the surface. 

After ritual compliments and niceties, Xizor got down to the point: The Empire was in peril, and not simply from the Alliance. “As your power increases and becomes closer to absolute, so does an unavoidable hazard woven into the very fiber of the Empire.” That hazard was the incompetent fools in charge of the Imperial government – the Governors and Moffs. The Rebellion would eventually be crushed, of course, but the fools would still be there. “If they are not fools before they enter your service, they become so soon after. How can it be otherwise? Your power annihilates their will, their capacity to judge and make decisions, their ability to operate on their own.” 

It was, to Palpatine’s mind, a real problem indeed. Not just the Moffs and their ilk, but the Dark Side Adepts intended to eventually replace them. Fear was an effective motivator, but also a corrosive one. The Alliance didn’t use fear to recruit or motivate, and that was a huge part of what made them (and the people who joined them) so dangerous. Even Vader had to agree with Xizor on that point, albeit reluctantly. “So what would you have me do about my servants?” Palpatine asked sarcastically. “Perhaps I should just be…kinder to them. Would that work?” 

No, Xizor replied. What the Emperor needed were other tools, ones that weren’t within his absolute grip yet. “To destroy the Rebellion, to crush once and for all the resistance that has grown against your power, you must employ those who have sworn no loyalty to you.” In a word: bounty hunters. Vader scoffed at the idea; he only used them occasionally because they were willing to do dirty work for pay. “Scum seeks out other scum.” Exactly, Xizor replied; Greed, not fear, motivates them. 

Palpatine had to side with Vader -- only Boba Fett, the genetic copy of the late Mandalorian warrior Jango Fett, was of any real worth. The others, the ones in the Bounty Hunters Guild, were a joke. And again, Xizor had anticipated their objections. He revealed that he had hired Fett (via an intermediary) to apply for membership in the Guild…and then destroy it from within. His mere presence would drive a wedge into the fissures that already existed between the older and newer members of the Guild. When the Guild shatters, every hunter in the galaxy would be forced to learn independence and self-sufficiency. To become hungry and feral. To become savage and relentless. The perfect tools, in other words, to unleash on the Rebellion. 

The Emperor approved and gave his blessing to Xizor’s plan. “Come and report to me again when these sharper tools are ready to be delivered into my grasp.” 

Part XV: Return of the Hunter / Whatever Happened to Jabba the Hut(t)? (May 11-15)

Valance’s fifth week on Junction began with the killing of unlicensed slaver Marko Tyne (wanted in nine systems). It was the fifth bounty he’d taken since landing here, and the local bartender grumbled it was “bad for business.” Still, Valance had survived being on Junction longer than any other bounty hunter, and Skinker had provided both good pay and a good volume of used droids for Valance to shoot into scrap. He was close. He could feel it. After weeks of skulking through space for the mystery droid-loving boy, and after hearing of the Tagge blockade, Valance had settled on Junction to wait for the boy to come to him. And his instincts weren’t wrong – at that moment, Luke Skywalker and See-Threepio were approaching Junction in a Gunship. They’d been poking around the blockade for over a week, dodging Star Destroyers at various worlds. Now Luke had decided that Junction (a trading post) would likely be able to provide the parts needed to restore Artoo Detoo to functioning. 

The lad found Junction’s spaceport city to be amazing. “I bet you could stick all of Anchorhead into the ground floor of some of these buildings!” He hadn’t had time to play tourist on Centares – now he would get to see a real city for the first time in his life. As he and Threepio started to scope out the salvage yards, Skinker spotted them and sent for Valance…

On Orleon, the standoff continued. Han had steadily picked off enforcers from the mouth of the cave as Mosep had sent them. The Nimbanel could have simply leveled the cave with some proton grenades, but that would mean the Millennium Falcon’s destruction – and there was no profit in blowing up the ship that made the Kessel Run in under 12 parsecs/time parts. 

On Yavin IV, Princess Leia stared up restlessly at the stars from the peak of the Great Temple. She shared Luke’s love of adventure, of getting out and exploring. She’d spent too many years on the Senate floor (and before that, the Alderaanian Royal Court) to go through the rest of the war waiting while everyone else ran around being brave. General Dodonna counseled her again about being a symbol of the Rebellion, but she was sick of that argument. If she was a symbol, “then I should be SEEN…and in action! Otherwise I’m no better than the Emperor – skulking around in his palace!” She had received an invitation from Mon Mothma to become part of the Alliance Council for much the same reason, and she’d turned the older woman down flat. 

Luke finally found a salvage shop that had what he needed. As he negotiated with Skinker, a Kubaz snuck into a secret room where he tried to contact Darth Vader. This spy for the Dark Lord didn’t get to reveal Luke’s identity or presence – Valance had fused the transmitter’s circuitry, and he gunned down the spy before he could get a shot off. Now Luke was all his…

On Orleon, Han found his can of unappetizing nutrient paste being eaten away by a stone mite – a bioweapon developed shortly before the Clone Wars. Working in swarms, their acid allowed them to travel through solid rock and devour a planet’s mineral resources. And where one was, the others weren’t far behind…the smugglers rushed for the Falcon as Mosep’s goons disobeyed their boss and resorted to proton grenades. The explosion caused a cave-in that trapped Han and Chewie in the cavern – and drenched the Falcon in thousands upon thousands of hungry stone mites. 

Back at the shop, Luke was getting suspicious of Skinker - he was taking his sweet time packing up the purchased parts. Valance showed up with blaster ready, and Luke and Threepio dived into the repair shop and sealed the door behind them. The door didn’t hold under Valance’s shots for long, and soon he had a prone Luke at his feet – until Luke knocked him off his own feet and pulled out his lightsaber. Valance fired again, but Luke blocked the shot back into his face – revealing his cyborg mechanics. The angry Valance knocked Luke back down and moved in for the kill…but then Threepio put himself between his master and the bounty hunter. He would gladly sacrifice himself if it meant saving his master’s life. 

Valance was dumbstruck. A droid and a human looking out for one another…? Protecting each other?!? Shaken to his core, Valance allowed Threepio to pick up Luke and his lightsaber and walk away with the parts. He had a lot of thinking to do. 

A furious Mosep had his men fire a laserborer into the collapsed front of the cavern as his sensors picked up the Falcon’s engines igniting inside. Han was resorting to the ship’s defrosting feature to burn the stone mites off the hull. With more insects landing on the hull than the defrosters could deal with, Han fired his ship’s guns into the side of the honeycombed mountain and blew out a hole the Falcon could escape through. The Voidraker took off behind them in hot pursuit. Yet when Mosep contacted them, it wasn’t to taunt or threaten – it was to ask for help. The stone mites had gotten aboard his ship and were eating it from the inside out. Han wasn’t the vindictive sort, so he allowed Mosep to jet out of the Voidraker in a spacesuit and float to the Falcon. But before he’d open the airlock to let him in, Han wanted two things – the bounty on him and Chewie removed and a bonus for saving the accountant’s life. Mosep had two hours of life support in his suit to think it over. After an hour, Mosep agreed to intercede on Han’s behalf with Jabba the Hutt. 

Part XVI: Dark Encounter / A Princess Alone / The Omega Frost (May 16-20)

On the Devastator, Darth Vader went to rather extreme lengths with his interrogation of a Rebel spy. Extreme enough to nauseate both Captain Wermis and the stormtroopers guarding the detention area. The spy, as pain-wracked as he was, was better than most at resisting. But at length he rasped out a name…. Tyler Lucian. 

But Valance was after Lucian too, and for good reason – he was a deserter from the Alliance. The cyborg had already shot up a bar and a few stormtroopers in his search. Now there was no going back – the Empire would get him no matter what he did. So he vowed he would beat Vader to Lucian and silence the spy himself. 

Meanwhile, Princess Leia traveled to the factory world of Metalorn on a diplomatic mission; she’d finally worn General Dodonna down by correctly pointing out his over protectiveness. The Alliance was always trying to gain support in whatever worlds it could, and Metalorn couldn’t have been a better choice. A world used by Wat Tambor during the Clone Wars, it had received the brunt of the Empire’s wrath before being handed over to TaggeCo to do with as they saw fit. There was no pretense of society or civilization here – this was a gulag, pure and simple. Under the iron fist of Governor Corwyth, the population spent its’ every waking hour relentlessly mining the planet for all the metals and minerals it had. A powderkeg waiting to explode – all it needed was a spark. 

The princess slipped in among the workers, clad in their one-piece bodysuit uniform. She stole a stormtrooper’s blaster, but the TaggeCo Weapons Detection System recognized the weapon was in unfamiliar hands and notified security. As she dove into an ore conveyor under heavy fire, Corwyth quickly notified the public that a “security test” was underway. The warning meant nothing to the other person visiting Metalorn that day… Baron Tagge. His failure with the superturbine at Yavin had him under the Emperor’s microscope, and he was being forced to examine each of his family facilities to reassure the hot-tempered despot. As soon as he learned of an intruder, he had a voiceprint run from the recording unit of the stormtrooper she attacked. Once he had a name, he checked the population logs to see who on this world had any prior connection to her. With that in hand, he set out to deal with Leia – personally.  

On Yavin IV, Artoo Detoo was fully repaired and surprised a fretting Threepio in the repair bay. Luke, meanwhile, was outraged when he learned Leia had left on a mission alone. General Dodonna, rather than let Luke stew at the base and worry as Leia had done, offered him a mission as well. One he was uniquely suited for…

Decades ago, the Rubyflame Lake resort on the planet Centares was a popular tourist spot thanks to being warmed by underground lava beds. Under the Empire, the lava beds were tapped out, the lake became lethally polluted and the guest towers were left to rot. A good place to hide out for those desperate…or without hope. Tyler Lucian was both, and he was contemplating suicide. He had been a Rebel pilot on Yavin base until he fled offworld as the Death Star approached. 

Valance appeared, offering to grant Tyler’s wish to die. A moment after that, Vader’s TIE Advanced appeared in the sky. Valance was distracted by the sight of the TIE, long enough for Tyler to rush into one of the rotting towers. Vader disembarked from his fighter and walked across the boardwalk toward the tower…and a gun-wielding Valance stood squarely in his way. He wouldn’t stand aside, even when Vader began using his Force powers on him. Surprised by this show of resistance, Vader instead offered Valance a job working for him. “A useful freak – not unlike your own position with the Empire,” Valance spat out. “That boy you’re seeking… and his droid…hold out hope of something better, Vader. A time, a life, when even someone like me might not be a freak.” 

The combat that followed was fierce…and brief. And though Valance fell, he still wouldn’t give up, wouldn’t let go of Vader’s ankle. “LUNACY!” Vader thundered. “Even if I quit now – left you and the cringing coward in the tower – nothing would change. Others in this galaxy will have the same information. If I don’t acquire it today, I will tomorrow. And for what will you have sacrificed yourself…?” 

“TIME, Force master. The boy you seek is good. And he’s growing. Someday he’ll be your equal…or your better. Any delay works in his favor…increases his chances. Any delay…” 

Up in the top of the tower, Tyler heard the cyborg’s words. And as Vader finished Valance off, the ex-Rebel found the courage that had so long deserted him…and leaped out of the tower down into the acid lake. 

Baron Tagge cornered Leia in a mess hall, where she was speaking to an old mentor from her past. Professor Arn Horada had tutored a young Leia in galactic history; now she was asking him to make some history by bringing the Rebellion to Metalorn. Horada didn’t believe her – the Empire had told the people that Alderaan was destroyed in a meteor shower and none of the Royal House had survived. It was as she tried to tell him the truth that Tagge made his appearance, a yellow-bladed lightsaber at her neck. She flung a plate at his visored face, then handcuffed Tagge to the chair Horada had so helpfully provided. Tagge slashed the cuffs and took off out of the mess hall after Leia…who was still in the mess hall, covered by a hug from a little girl named Tammi. 

Governor Corwyth was beside himself when he learned Leia had escaped. He couldn’t execute Horada without showing the populace that he’d lied about there being no Rebellion. Both he and Tagge could do nothing more than keep quiet about the whole affair. Leia, for her part, was content with the success of her mission. Now that Horada and the other people knew the Rebellion existed, they could begin sabotaging the Imperial war machine and eventually forge their own resistance movement. All they needed was hope. 

On Tatooine, Han Solo presented Mosep to Jabba the Hutt. Between this, the crate from Sprool, the attempt to rescue Grubba and the ongoing hunt for the droid soldiers led by 12-4C-41, Han found Jabba in a much more forgiving mood than before. He had at least been trying to pay Jabba back, trying to make amends. The Hutt decided to forgive the debt (if not the interest), but warned Han he was on probation. He’d heard rumors Han was working for the Alliance, and he made it clear Solo couldn’t serve two masters. If he wanted to avoid running for the rest of his life, Han had to be at Jabba’s beck and call every hour of every day from now on. (The bonus for saving Mosep he had no problem with – he’d take it out of the Nimbanel’s paycheck.) With no other option available to him, Han agreed. With that, Jabba declared that Han’s next job for him would be the same one he’d fouled up on to begin with – a Kessel spice run. 
At the edge of the Gordian Reach, an angry Baron Tagge met with his brother Ulric aboard his Star Destroyer. Ulric was now under orders from the Emperor to hold the Rebels at Yavin until the Empire was good and ready to strike back. Orman wasn’t eager to see Vader steal the glory of routing the Rebels from him. He informed Ulric that he was setting into motion a new plan using TaggeCo’s scientific and commercial resources, a plan coming into fruition on another world suspected of Rebel activity – Tatooine. 

Luke Skywalker arrived on Tatooine with See-Threepio and Artoo Detoo on a mission to recruit smugglers to run the Yavin blockade. While he and Han had done a pretty good job of that so far, more pilots (and bigger ships) were needed to arm Yavin base with the weaponry and supplies needed to resist an Imperial attack. (And, if anything else was going on the Rebels needed to know about, the gossip mill at Mos Eisely was a good place to find out about it.) En route from his camouflaged ship to Mos Eisely, Luke stopped by the Lars homestead to pay his respects to his dead uncle and aunt. He was surprised to find the farm still running – and even more surprised to find Fixer and Camie there! The two had married in Luke’s absence, and were working to make the farm operational for its’ new owner: TaggeCo. “E-Everyone assumed you died, Luke…along with your aunt and uncle when the Tusken Raiders hit this place.” TaggeCo had set the newlyweds up at Huff Darklighter’s house (he was currently away) as they bought up the Lars farm and a number of other local moisture farms. Luke assured Fixer that he wasn’t back to take up farming again – his business was in Mos Eisely. 

The reunion was interrupted when Artoo reported his sensors had picked up an Imperial troop carrier in the area. The Rebel hero and the droids took off in a landspeeder through Beggar’s Canyon, where they came upon a very disturbing sight: A bantha, under the twin suns, literally frozen to death. They had little time to consider this before the troop carrier arrived to find the bantha. As Luke hid, he watched as the stormtroopers systematically vaporized the frozen bantha. Whatever TaggeCo was doing on Tatooine, Luke reasoned, it wasn’t moisture farming. 

As Luke Skywalker made his way toward Mos Eisely (taking the long scenic route), Baron Tagge arrived on Tatooine as well. His brother Silas (the inventor in the family) was in a makeshift base set up by Orman in hopes that it would attract a certain young Rebel. Silas was on the verge of total success in a certain experiment that Orman intended to use on the Rebels…

Luke finally arrived in Mos Eisely after nightfall and stopped at Chalmun’s Cantina first. Sure enough, things hadn’t changed much – Han and Chewie were in the midst of a “celebratory” bar brawl. They were spending their bonus from Mosep while waiting for Jabba to set up the next Kessel Run. As Luke got around to explaining why he was there, Fixer showed up in a panic. He and Camie had reported Luke to the Imperials (“to protect my job”), and only his conscience kept him from standing back and letting the troopers have the lad. Furious, Luke fled the cantina with Han and Chewie and tore out of Mos Eisely with stormtroopers in hot pursuit. 

The landspeeder took a hit on the way out of town, and it lost coolant all the way through the night. When the twin suns rose again, the three heroes were stranded in the desert with a big patrol on their trail. The droids bravely volunteered their coolant and Luke made some jury-rig repairs to the speeder. They limped to Luke’s ship, only to find Jawas had found it and stripped it down to the girders. Han suggested they be “charming” to the Jawas and offer the landspeeder in return for a lift back to Mos Eisely and the Millennium Falcon. The Jawas agreed to do so only after they’d finished their scavenger run (in about three months).

Actually it only took three seconds, the time it took for Imperial sandtroopers to fire a warning shot at the sandcrawler. Realizing they were about to be discovered, Luke, Han and Chewie climbed out of roof hatches and fired down on the sandtroopers. One lucky shot hit the proton grenades the troopers were packing, leaving a huge hole in the canyon floor. 

The sandcrawler continued onward, and eventually stopped at something that had the Jawas extremely excited – what looked like a giant vaporator! In the distance was another sandcrawler, coming to get in on the action; farther back still was another vaporator-like machine. Luke felt a terrible tingle from the machine’s side…the machine was getting cold… and he screamed for everyone to back away from the machine. Han hustled the Jawas away, and barely in time – a blinding flash of light filled the desert plain, along with an icy wind. Instantly the sand between the two machines was frozen solid…and the luckless second sandcrawler shattered like china. 
Silas’s new experiment was a success. The Omega Frost was operational. 

He was confident it could work in any environment short of a nova. Baron Tagge was ecstatic – this was the weapon he needed to beat the Rebels at Yavin and humiliate Darth Vader before the Emperor. And now he intended to use it again – this time on Luke Skywalker and his friends. He ordered troop carriers to move in on the sandcrawler and herd it into the target zone. Sensing the trap, Luke convinced the Jawas to charge the carriers instead, knocking them over and allowing the “Jawa Express” to rumble back toward Mos Eisely. More carriers followed, and Chewie (with the Jawas’ permission) flung barrels of skyhopper fuel overboard for Luke to shoot at it when they bumped past the carriers. 

Realizing the Imperials would be waiting there in force at Mos Eisely, Luke and Han’s concern was answered by the Jawas (via Threepio): They’d allow the use of their own coolant to repair the landspeeder and get them back to the Falcon while the Imperials were focused on the sandcrawler… 

Part XVII: The Omega Frost Continued (May 21-25)

The Millennium Falcon streaked away from Tatooine, passing the Tagge Explorer vessel as it took aboard the Baron’s shuttle. Luke was bugged that everything seemed to be taking him further and further away from his original mission, but he decided they had to follow Baron Tagge and find out what he was up to now. Using an asteroid cluster for cover, Han steered the Falcon in pursuit of the Tagge ship. 

Aboard it, all Tagge could think about was Skywalker slipping through his fingers. Silas urged his brother to remain calm, to think of the Omega Frost’s success instead. Orman didn’t listen, and contacted Ulric to tell him to rendezvous with his ship at Junction. The Falcon picked up the tail end of the conversation and followed the Explorer into hyperspace. Three tense days of hypertravel followed. Chewbacca and Artoo continued their dejarik war, while Luke continued to practice with his lightsaber and the target remote. (He’d gotten a lot better in the last two months.) 

Finally, they emerged at Junction and found Tagge’s ship alongside a Star Destroyer. A manual loading of cargo modules was taking place from the Tagge ship to the Imperial one*, and several of the local vessels were buzzing around the two ships like tourists. Donning an EVA suit, Luke infiltrated the cargo loaders and overheard Tagge’s next plan – to use the Omega Frost on an entire planet!! Luke jetted back toward the Falcon, but was intercepted by spacetroopers who stunned him and hauled him into the Tagge vessel. Han heard of enough of Luke over the comlink to piece together what had happened (though he mistakenly believed the target to be Junction), and he raced for Yavin at top speed. 

Princess Leia had returned to Yavin by the time the Falcon arrived, and (with General Dodonna) listened in horror to Han’s story. Han told the two that “besides being a valuable source of supplies…that outpost world attracts a lot of hotshot starhoppers. Good potential blockade runners…especially once they learn we’re saving their tails!” 

Outside the Yavin system, the Tagge vessel arrived at an asteroid belt and began to plant conductor towers into the largest asteroids. The towers were far larger than the ones used on Tatooine, and for good reason. This belt had been used by the Rebels to escape the blockade, fleeing where the Star Destroyers couldn’t follow. Now Baron Tagge would activate the Omega Frost in the belt when the expected Rebel fleet streaked through toward Junction – wiping them out in a sudden wave of ultimate cold. And as for Luke…

…the boy awakened and raced toward the docking bay, unhindered by stormtroopers. When he finally got there, an empty TIE fighter was waiting for him…and just before the fighter stood Tagge, yellow lightsaber in hand. He wanted a duel, practical experience that would aid him when he could finally challenge Vader. 

Up until this point, Luke had only used the lightsaber for blocking blaster bolts or for cutting stuff – never in a fight with another lightsaber-wielding user. As it was, he had the reflexes…but not the technique. He was no match for Tagge, and panic clawed at his senses…and then he heard Ben’s voice again. “Your way must be the way of feeling…coming from within. The way of the Force.”  Luke listens and let himself delve into the meditative state – and suddenly he could block every blow of Tagge’s, seeing them coming before he actually made his move. Tagge, realizing he suddenly had a real fight on his hands, upped the pressure on the young man by severing the power circuits in the bay – throwing both fighters into darkness. Tagge flung a piece of his torn shirt at Luke to distract him, then lunged in for the kill – only to take Luke’s blade in his cybervisor. Luke had deliberately made it a glancing blow, not enough to kill the Baron. Orman slipped into shock as Luke escaped in the TIE, leaving Silas to deal with the Rebels. The scientist had wisely taken some precautions in the event of his brother’s failure – Luke’s TIE had no weapons, no communications and almost no fuel. 

Out in space, the Millennium Falcon and a ragtag fleet of Corellian Gunships approached the asteroid cluster. These ships couldn’t really be spared, so Han was in the hot seat on this mission to ensure that they made it through the cluster safely. When his fighter’s fuel ran out, Luke was forced to eject…and drift out in space, using his jetpack to steer him in what he hoped was the right direction. Approaching one of the asteroids with a conductor tower on it, Luke used the igniting and extinguishing of his lightsaber blade as a retrorocket to land safely. He slashed at the tower with his weapon – and was thrown back by a force field. 

Silas waited patiently for the Rebels to arrive. He couldn’t really care less about Orman’s obsession with besting Vader or with ending the Rebel threat. “I’m a scientist. Having invented something, it’s logical that I should wish to see it used.” Yet even he had to pause when thinking of the fact that – with Orman nearly catatonic in the medical bay – he was next in line to be Baron of the House of Tagge. He ordered Ulric to move his ship close enough to the cluster to record the moment of triumph for the Emperor’s viewing. When he noticed Luke attacking one of the towers (to no avail), he had the Omega Frost activated early. Even if the Rebels managed to turn around in time to avoid its’ effects, they would inevitably smash into the asteroids. 

All seemed to be lost for the Rebels…and then Luke, his air supply running dangerously low, began to dig at the asteroid rock with his ‘saber. Like his father before him, he just couldn’t accept failure. Finally he saw the bottom of the tower under the surface and slashed at it. The field didn’t extend under the ground…and the Omega Frost was shorted out. Silas had accounted for every possible contingency – except for this. In a blind panic, he left the bridge of his cruiser after calling Ulric’s ship to send fighters. He rushed into the medical bay and tried to revive Orman…but it was too late. The Rebel craft (led by the Falcon) attacked and destroyed the Tagge explorer, and then tracked the TIE’s to Ulric’s ship and destroyed it too. Ulric and his staff evacuated in an escape pod, and Luke was picked up by the Falcon. 

The House of Tagge had failed, but the Imperial blockade still remained. Ulric’s pod was picked up by another Star Destroyer, and he returned as head of the blockade and new Baron of TaggeCo. Unbeknownest to him, he also was the only Imperial who had the information Vader wanted so badly. The Star Destroyer had intercepted some of the Rebels’ ship-to-ship communication, and the names of Organa, Solo and Skywalker were noted by Ulric before he had to evacuate. After he left the asteroid cluster, spies of Vader found the medical bay of the Tagge vessel intact – and Silas and Orman, though in a coma, were still alive. They were transferred to the Devastator and healed, but kept in a state of unconsciousness. 

Once the Rebels were back at Yavin, Princess Leia took a vessel out to Junction to try her hand at the recruitment of blockade-runners. Luke was sent to the Rebel base of Randa, to brief another group of recruited blockade-runners on the Imperial fleet. Han, meanwhile, had to hustle out to Tatooine fast before Jabba noticed he was gone… 

* -- The material -- Omega Frost parts -- was too delicate and dangerous to trust to tractor beams or shuttles. 

Part XVIII: The Second Kessel Run (May 26-30) 
Ever the innovative Imperial, Captain Bzorn was fascinated with the Omega Frost technology, and he began to look for a device of his own to use against the Rebels. 


When Bzorn heard that a new weather-control system was being tested above the planet Zerm he was quick to investigate. This device was the Ionic Ring craft, developed by Professor Renn Volz and his daughter Mira at the Maw Installation. After seeing the Ring successfully tested on Zerm, Bzorn seized the Ring craft in the name of the Empire, and held Volz’s daughter hostage aboard his Star Destroyer. Volz would use his ship to devastate Rebel planets, or Mira would be killed. 
As the Ionic Ring moved toward a group of planets on the Kessel Run, Mira escaped from Bzorn’s men at a distant spaceport, and snuck aboard the Millennium Falcon, where she hid amongst boxes of spice (the kind used for food, not recreational narcotics) bound for Kessel. Jabba the Hutt had learned of an impending famine, and appreciated the irony (and potential profit) of running spice to Kessel. 


Han and Chewbacca decided to visit Luke on Randa before heading on to Kessel. Mira was discovered, and told her story. She also informed them of Bzorn’s next target: the planet Rion. 


The Falcon arrived at Rion to find the planet’s environment shattered. Rion was once a tropical paradise, now a titanic blizzard covered the entire planet. The Falcon was greeted by hundreds of starving Rionians. Han gave up most of Jabba’s spice to the hungry masses, but was told to save some for Kessel, the next victim of the Ring craft. 


Kessel wasn’t a world affiliated with the Alliance, but Imperial authority on Kessel had recently been challenged by a full-blown slave rebellion. The Supreme Slavelord Trioculus had executed thousands of slaves, but the rebels were still a force to be dealt with. Renn Volz was forced to create earthquakes that devastated Kessel’s giant fungi forests when the settlers there refused to give up the remaining rebels. 
The Falcon sped to Kessel, setting a new record for the Kessel Run in the process. Han, Luke, and Chewbacca boarded the Ionic Ring, fighting past stormtroopers to get to Volz. Mira used one her father’s old inventions to send a hologram to him, letting him know that Bzorn no longer held her hostage. Bzorn was then killed by a laser ricochet from his own men. Volz decided that his invention must be destroyed before the Empire could come after it again. The scientist set his craft to self-destruct, and the group barely escaped before the ship exploded. Renn and Mira Volz disappeared shortly after the destruction of the Ionic Ring, apparently before they could inform the Alliance of the Maw Installation.* 


Solo’s actions, noble as they were, did not sit well with Jabba the Hutt. The loss of yet another shipment of spice (without getting paid for it) was intolerable, and so the Hutt began to seriously reconsider the suspension of the bounty on Solo’s head. 

*Rumor has it that the pair were taken by Admiral Zsinj to work on his own projects at Rancor Base. Indeed, several years later Renn Volz’s orbital nightcloak (another Maw invention) threatened the world of Dathomir. It’s possible that Mira and Renn perished around this time, either as victims of Gethzerion or during the Hapan attack on Zsinj’s shipyards.
Part XIX: Vader’s Quest (May 31-35)

Vader’s spies had learned of a Rebel pilot who had returned to his homeworld of Centares after the Battle of Yavin, bringing with him news of the Death Star’s destruction, and a first hand account of the Battle of Yavin. Vader hired a team of bounty hunters to bring the man in. It took three weeks to finally corner the Rebel, and Vader hung around Centares until it finally happened. In the abandoned Museum of the Old Republic, the Rebel revealed under extreme torture the last name of the pilot who had destroyed the Death Star—Skywalker. 

Skywalker! For so long, Vader had gone without knowing the name of the one who he had sought for months, but he had always suspected that somehow… The boy was his son. He had long believed him dead before birth, along with…with She Who Must Not Be Named. This knowledge succeeded in touching a side of Vader that had long lain dormant, lifting away a huge part of a soul-shattering guilt. The Sith Lord quickly dismissed these emotions, however. Obi-Wan had gotten to the boy first, and he was serving the enemy now. Skywalker would have to be turned… And then Vader would truly be the master. Master of the Sith, master of the Empire.  

But could he be turned? Obi-Wan had had almost twenty years to shape the boy. Was he already a Jedi Knight, bound to the letter of the Code? If so, Vader would have no choice but to kill him…and he honestly couldn’t say if he was capable of it, either physically or emotionally. 


But such musing had to wait. Palpatine must not learn of the boy, or uncover Vader’s true intentions. Darth Vader quickly set about slaughtering the bounty hunters who had captured the Rebel. In the process, one escaped. Her name was Mala Mala, and she knew someone who would be very interested in this “Skywalker”… She killed the pilot, preventing Vader from discovering anything more, and faked her own death. Vader returned to the Interdictor, and set course to return to Coruscant; His personal report to the Emperor could no longer be delayed. 

At the same time, on Yavin, Luke Skywalker found himself being treated like a conquering hero for defeating the Omega Frost project. Luke accepted the many complements that came his way, but this only increased his frustration; he needed a teacher. He had sensed that Ben Kenobi was still with him, during the assault on the Death Star, but he had no idea how to reach out and find him. 

One other was also unhappy with the attention that Luke received. Jal Te Gniev resented Skywalker’s reputation as the destroyer of the Death Star, partly because Luke flew Jal’s X-wing at the Battle of Yavin, while Jal was grounded with measles. Eventually a drunken Jal crashed an X-wing after See Threepio set off a false alarm. 

Skywalker’s accomplishments aside, the Rebellion needed to continue its fight against the Empire. The Rebel leaders decided on a new strategy. Until the command staff was relocated, the Rebel fleet would fail in all direct confrontations with the Imperial Navy. The Alliance’s main thrust would be in recruiting allies like the Junction smugglers, taking advantage of the dissent that the Death Star and the destruction of Alderaan had caused. 

General Dodonna used this new policy to decide new missions for both Skywalker and Te Gniev. Te Gniev was declared a liability to the safety and secrecy of the Yavin base, and offered a posting as a recruiting liaison on Dubrava, which Jal accepted resentfully. Luke was assigned a diplomatic mission to Jazbina. 

Skywalker slipped past the Imperial blockade, and was welcomed by Lord Prepredenko, ruler of Jazbina. The majority of Jazbinains did not support the Rebellion, however. In order to win their favor, Luke agreed to rescue Princess Syayna, Prepredenko’s kidnapped daughter. 

On Dubrava, Te Gniev’s drunken complaints of Skywalker’s mission attracted the attention of Imperial agents, who burned Jal’s assigned village to the ground, killing every inhabitant. They then transmitted Skywalker’s location on Jazbina to Darth Vader. Te Gniev had escaped the destruction, however, and he was determined to right his wrongs. He departed Dubrava in a Z-95 headhunter, hoping to warn Luke before Vader arrived. 

In the Emperor’s throne room at Imperial City, Darth Vader came before Palpatine once more. The Emperor enquired after the long-promised personal report on the destruction of the Death Star. Vader made no reference to Skywalker, stating instead that he pursued the pilot who destroyed the Death Star for revenge. After his meeting with the Emperor, Vader received notice of Skywalker’s location, and the Sith Lord ordered immediate transportation to Jazbina. 

Meanwhile, Luke Skywalker descended into the mines where Syayna was being held. He discovered that the Princess was not being held, but was in fact a member of the local Rebel cell. Prepredenko’s sympathies lay not with the Alliance, but with the Empire. Luke and the other Jazbina Rebels were taken captive by Prepredenko’s forces. Prepredenko planned to present Skywalker to Vader when he arrived, but Syayna freed Skywalker just as Vader’s shuttle landed. The Jazbina Rebels led Luke to the hanger where his X-Wing was being stored, where they met Jal Te Gniev. Before Luke could escape into space, the hanger was surrounded by Darth Vader and his troops. Vader demanded that Skywalker be released into his custody. With both Vader and the Rebels occupied, Jal took off in Luke’s X-Wing, heading towards Vader’s Interdictor in orbit. When the Sith Lord threatened to bomb the city his demands weren’t met, Luke revealed himself, meeting Vader face to face for the first time…even though he couldn’t see him.  

In orbit, Jal flew into the Interdictor’s hanger, firing at the bombers and reactors, causing a chain reaction that destroyed the entire ship—along with Te Gniev, who, in sacrificing himself to buy Luke time, joined the likes of Tyler Lucian and Valance. 

With the threat of the Interdictor removed, the populace of Jazbina united under Princess Syayna, and took out Vader’s ground troops. The Princess gave Vader a choice: he could leave Jazbina without Skywalker, or he could take on an entire planet single-handedly. The Sith Lord departed, but warned Syayna and Skywalker that “it is not over yet.” Luke returned to Yavin before Darth Vader could summon reinforcements, and Vader made his way back to Coruscant to deliver his long delayed personal report to Emperor Palpatine. 

The Emperor was no longer in the dark about Skywalker’s existence, however, thanks to Mala Mala. And when Vader returned, he was greeted as a Skywalker by Palpatine. He didn’t out and out say that he knew about Luke…but the Emperor seemed very much like the tusk-cat that had eaten the peko peko. 
Part XX: Dark Lord’s Gambit (June 1-5)

Terrified by the possibility that Skywalker was known to his master, Vader would have to work quickly. He departed Coruscant in the Devastator, searching for Rebel bases. The Sith Lord’s forces decimated a Rebel refueling station, where the torture of a Rebel officer revealed Skywalker’s full name. Vader then ordered a rendezvous with General Tagge. The new Baron told everything to Vader, the Omega Frost project, the truth behind the Battle of Junction, and the fact that Tagge had known of Skywalker for weeks. Enraged, Vader revealed to the General the survival of his older siblings, and threatened to bring the entire family before Palpatine if Tagge continued to oppose him. The Sith Lord then removed Tagge from his position as Fleet Commander, and gave the post to Admiral Griff instead. 

Now satisfied that the House of Tagge was no longer a threat, Vader traveled to the ringed world of Monastery, home of the Order of the Sacred Circle, to which the youngest Tagge family member, Domina, belonged. Vader forced the young woman into cooperating with him, promising power and prestige in the Order, as well as revenge on Luke Skywalker, for Domina still believed her brothers dead. Domina hated Vader, but she despised Skywalker. 


Part XXI: The First Bounty Hunter of Ord Mantell (June 6-10) 

The project underway at Fondor was the Empire’s largest undertaking since the Death Star. A Super Star Destroyer, the first of her class, she would be the largest ship in the fleet when completed. Once completed, Darth Vader planned to use this unstoppable weapon to destroy the Rebels now cornered at Yavin. The Imperial military objected to this concentration of resources, claiming that it was little better than the Death Star. They also suspected that the Sith Lord was using his favored position with the Emperor to increase his own personal power, though few fully grasped the relationship between the two. Vader cared little for the thoughts of admirals and generals, but he conducted a series of tests to settle the issue in his own mind. 

Throughout the galaxy, the military might of the Empire was slowly overwhelming the guerilla Alliance forces. The Rebel command desperately needed to escape Yavin before the Empire struck back. Luke and Leia slipped past the blockade in yet another attempt to locate a new base world for the Rebels, but their ship was destroyed by stormtroopers, stranding them on a jungle world. With every Rebel ship committed against the Empire, the Alliance was unable to mount a rescue operation. When General Dodonna informed an irate Han Solo of this fact, the Corellian set with Chewbacca to find the pair. He rescued them from the jungle planet, but the Falcon was damaged by an orbiting Star Destroyer, and the Star Warriors were forced to divert to Ord Mantell to make repairs. 

There Han Solo encountered an old smuggling buddy, Drub McKumb, who, over drinks, tried to warn Han about the huge price Jabba the Hutt had placed on Solo’s head. Han dismissed the warnings as old news. After all, Jabba had recalled the bounty after the Orleon incident, hadn’t he? 

But this belief was called into question when a bounty hunter named Skorr captured Luke and Leia, hoping to make Solo give himself up for them. Han and Chewbacca managed to rescue the pair, however, and Skorr was taken by the Empire while attempting to pursue the Falcon. 

Elsewhere, Darth Vader completed his tests and moved on to Jovan Station, headquarters of the Imperial blockade. He informed the admirals gathered there that he had decided the course that would be taken against the Rebels, and that the Fondor project would go through. He also staged a confrontation between himself and Admiral Griff, hoping to draw out those who would act against him, as Governor-General Vellam, and Moffs Trachta and Kadir before him had done. Darth Vader needed complete control of the Imperial Fleet, and those who would stand against him would have to be eliminated. 

Griff convinced the admirals to allow for a Rebel spy to infiltrate the construction yards of Fondor, to sabotage Vader’s project. He himself informed the Rebels on Yavin of the opportunity via a drone messenger craft. Luke, jealous of Leia’s recent attentions toward Han, volunteered for the assignment, and soon departed for Fondor, taking the ‘droids with him.
Part XXII: The Serpent Masters (June 11-15)

As Luke Skywalker assumed his duties at the construction yards, while obtaining valuable data for the Alliance, Darth Vader and Admiral Griff plotted the downfall of the disloyal admirals. Griff spread word among the Imperials that Darth Vader was leaving the system, and the traitors planned to meet with Luke in the steam tubes deep below the surface of Fondor during the Dark Lord’s supposed absence. Vader slipped off the Devastator unnoticed, and descended into the steam tubes with a force of stormtroopers, ready to trap the admirals and the Rebel spy. 

As Vader neared the meeting site, Luke felt his dark presence coming closer. He slipped into a trance, as he had done the last time his mind and Vader’s had touched, but quickly snapped out of it, and warned the admirals, who fled the scene. 

Luke’s presence did not go undetected either -- Darth Vader sensed the Force around the Rebel spy. He immediately suspected who it was, but he wasn’t about to share those suspicions with Admiral Griff. He told Griff that there had been incidents which had caused Vader to suspect that a disciple of Obi-Wan served the Alliance—the Death Star run, the mental assault at the Wheel, Valance’s taunts at Centares—but he had never sensed it as clearly as he did now. Vader ordered his troops to find and capture the Rebel spy at all costs, but Luke, along with the ‘droids, escaped the Fondor system in stolen drone barge with Tanith Shire, a tug operator who had befriended him. 

Darth Vader and Admiral Griff managed to round up the traitor admirals, thus cementing Vader’s control over the Imperial navy. As for the Rebel, Vader was unprepared for an enemy strong in the Force—this time. His powers were stronger than the boy’s, for now. Still, Vader made preparations to continue the search for Obi-Wan’s apprentice… 

Luke’s fleeing drone barge soon met with its destination—in a crash landing. Luke found himself stranded on a swampy planet, with no way to get the Super Star Destroyer data to the Rebel Alliance. 

Meanwhile, Leia, Han, and Chewbacca fought their way past the Imperial blockade, and traveled to the neutral planet Kabal for a conference of uncommitted worlds. Leia brushed Han Solo off after their arrival on Kabal, feeling that she was letting personal matters interfere with the Rebellion. Han and Chewbacca then took the Millennium Falcon back to the fleet. 

Luke and the ‘droids were imprisoned by serpent-riding scavengers soon after the crash, but Skywalker, drawing on his experiences at Drexel, defeated Supreme Serpent Master Tyrann and escaped. He contacted the fleet with the aid of Artoo-Detoo, and was told to head to Kabal. The conference was nearing an end, and the Millennium Falcon was en route to pick up the Princess. 

Luke arrived at Kabal to find swarms of ships leaving the planet. Kabal’s deceleration of neutrality was considered a crime under the Empire, and a Star Destroyer was sent to bomb the planet’s cities. Han Solo landed just in time to rescue Luke, the ‘droids, and Leia, but the Falcon blew out several circuits in her navigational computer during a battle with the attacking Imperial forces. They hid in a spaceship graveyard while making repairs, where they were nearly destroyed by Dr. Arakkus, a vengeful Imperial scientist. The Falcon survived, and the Star Warriors prepared to set a course for Yavin. 

Massassi base was under attack from raiders sent by the blockade to harass the Rebels, however, and General Dodonna warned any incoming ships away from the Yavin moon until the raiders could be driven off. Leia proposed a new destination: Aquaris. The watery world was home to Silver Fyre and her gang of Freeholders—onetime pirates, now new members of the Alliance. Princess Leia had met Fyre at Kabal. The leader was an acquaintance of Han Solo’s as well; she and her band had once stolen spice from the Corellian, and Solo didn’t think she could be trusted. 

The true traitor among the Freeholders was not Fyre, however, but her second in command, Kraaken, who had brought the Imperials attack upon Kabal. Kraaken attempted to eliminate the Star Warriors and steal the data on Darth Vader’s new battle cruiser. His attempt was thwarted by the Rebels, and his treachery exposed to Silver Fyre.
Part XXIII: The Night Beast (June 21-25) 

At Yavin, Griff’s forces continued to relentlessly pound the Rebel base with TIE Bombers. Darth Vader had chosen (reluctantly, since it wasn’t his idea) to adopt Baron Tagge’s strategy of wearing down the defenses of Yavin Base through attrition, a strategy that was rapidly taking its toll. The main buildings themselves were protected by a strong deflector shield -- but the roadways and sentry posts were fair game. 

The Freeholder fleet, assisted by the Millennium Falcon, succeeded in driving Griff’s forces away from the Fourth Moon during their return to base. During the skirmish, however, a TIE craft impacted with one of the Massassi ruins, awakening a huge beast left by Sith Lord Exar Kun to guard the temples. This “Nightbeast” attacked the Rebel base during a celebration later that day, tearing apart an observation tower and wrecking the Alliance’s snub fighters. It disappeared the next day, which prompted a search of the main temple. Luke, aided by the Force, discovered a secret passage, and discovered the monster’s hiding spot—and the monster itself! Skywalker escaped, and Threepio discovered old records, which revealed that the beast’s masters had fled Yavin to avoid destruction in the Sith War. When the Nightbeast saw that its masters had departed the moon, Luke was able to use the Force lead it into a Rebel transport, which the monster used to follow its masters into space.  

Griff contacted Vader and informed him that the Rebels were gathering allies such as the Freeholders and the smugglers of Junction to Yavin base. He determined that the blockade was no longer effective, and recommended an immediate attack. Vader vetoed this suggestion—a full-scale assault on Yavin IV would be launched only when his Super Star Destroyer was completed. “And certain other events are in motion…”
Part XXIV: Dark Lord’s Gambit (continued) 

The Order had remained carefully neutral in the Galactic Civil War, but Vader, in hopes of capturing Skywalker, made overtures on behalf of the Empire. The Order wished to hear both sides, and Domina Tagge journeyed to Yavin, where she convinced General Dodonna to send Luke, accompanied by Artoo Detoo, as their representative. 

After their confrontation on Jazbina, Luke was eager to face Vader once more, this time on even terms. Coming face to face with Vader once more, the young Jedi made his case to the Order’s elders. The Elders remained uncertain about Skywalker, particularly after he slew two of Monastery’s native creatures, one by mistake. 


The Millennium Falcon, meanwhile, had been captured by the Devastator after dropping Luke off at Monastery. Wermis’s crew searched the ship, but found no trace of Leia Organa. Han and Chewbacca were sent to the brig, while Leia, who had hidden in the Falcon’s smuggling compartments and Threepio contacted Luke on Monastery. 


Their warning came too late. Vader manipulated the Order into revoking the Council of Elder’s authority, and appointing Domina Tagge to the position of All High Priestess. Domina saw an opportunity to strike at both Luke and Vader. She declared that the Order’s decision would hinge on a duel to be fought by the two in the Crystal Valley, where deadly crystal formations erupted from the ground continually. Luke was eager to fight the Sith Lord and unaware of the dangers of the valley, and he readily agreed to the duel. 

On the Devastator, Captain Wermis was confounded by a double escape—the Rebel prisoners had been freed by Princess Leia. Unfortunately, the concussion charges she used also allowed Orman Tagge to break free of his life support capsule. All of the former prisoners escaped to Monastery in the Millennium Falcon.
Part XXV: World of Fire (June 26-30)

Gambler’s World / Riders in the Void (June 31-35)

The Return of Ben Kenobi? (July 1-5) 

 (July 6-10) 

The Emperor had reason to celebrate – former Chandrilan Senator Canna Omonda, Mon Mothma’s replacement, had finally broken under High Inquisitor Halmere’s interrogation methods and confessed to treason against the Empire. Her execution was scheduled for the first week of January. 

(July 11-15) 

(July 16-20)

(July 21-25)

Jedi’s Honor (July 26-30) 

The Bounty Hunter Wars (July 31-35)

August 1-5

The secret was out. 

The Rebel Alliance finally had the evidence it had needed all along to crush the Empire’s claims that Alderaan had destroyed itself. Vid footage of Alderaan’s destruction, provided by Carlist Rieekan (a recent Rebel defectee), coupled with a March 8 holomessage from Imperial Advisor Ars Dangor to all Grand Moffs in which he spelled out in no uncertain terms the Empire’s plans. The evidence was broadcast over all holochannels on August 4 by the Alderaan Expatriate Network, a group of Rebel sympathizers. They made a point of mentioning that the Death Star was destroyed by the Alliance – that the other worlds of the galaxy no longer needed to fear the superweapon. 

The result of the broadcast was an explosion of anti-Imperial dissent galaxywide. Two billion innocent people had been butchered -- and no one believed that the pacifist Alderaanian government could have been developing any kind of weapons, let alone the kind that could possibly justify this atrocity. Overnight, the Emperor’s worst nightmare seemed to be coming true. A thousand star systems were on the verge of openly declaring themselves for the Rebellion, and Imperial control over the galaxy was in danger of being lost forever. 

River of Chaos (August 6-10)

On August 8, Palpatine followed up news of Omonda’s arrest with the public statement “If sending up two traitors in a row is how Chandrila awards me for my favor, it might benefit from more direct Imperial supervision.” Cynabar’s Infonet, an illegal channel, warned viewers that “if you have any holdings on Chandrila, you might want to divest yourself of them.” 

(August 11-15)

The Shantipole Project (August 16-20)

Shadow Stalker (August 21-25)

On August 22, Imperial HoloVision finally gave up what had become the worst kept secret in the galaxy. Yes, there was an Imperial battle station called the Death Star; Yes, it can destroy entire planets in a single shot; Yes, it had been used on Alderaan. Admiral Kemel Trowe, speaking for NAVCOR Command, said the station had been deployed at Emperor Palpatine’s personal command after obtaining “irrefutable evidence” that Alderaan was developing bioweapons. He didn’t present said proof, nor were the official “newscasters” allowed to ask him to present it. He also didn’t say a word about the station’s current status or location. “Peace-loving citizens have nothing to fear from the Empire,” he closed the speech. “But all should know that worlds which rise to defy the order and law of the Empire have everything to lose, as Alderaan learned to its sorrow. This has not changed.” 

And so too did Imperial governors. Lord Vader summoned Wrenga Jixton to his castle on Coruscant and ordered him to assassinate Governor Torlock on Corulag before he could defect to the Rebel Alliance. To twist the proverbial knife, Vader ordered Jixton to make Torlock’s death appear to be the work of the Rebels. 

Within a day, Jixton landed on Corulag hidden in a drone barge. To his shock, he found an assassination attempt on Torlock by “Rebels” already underway – Black Sun agents. He gunned down the agents and cornered Frija, the beautiful daughter of Torlock. Taking her hostage, Jixton contacted Vader and informed him of Black Sun’s involvement. Vader directed him to explore the situation, and then report back to him in person. Jixton questioned Frija and got the location of Torlock’s most trusted officer, Admiral Droon. 

Breaking into Droon’s fortress, he found Torlock in a detention cell. Or at least what looked like Torlock – half the skin of his face had been torn off, revealing cybernetics. Jix barely had time to digest this surprise before he was stunned from behind. When he came to, he found Admiral Droon towering over him…as well as Frija, who insisted she’d never seen him before in her life. 

Jixton and the Torlock-droid were thrown into a dank cavern where a hungry dragon slug waited. Jixton brought the roof down on the beast, then interrogated the droid as to where his flesh-and-blood self was. “Governor Torlock believed that the Rebels would soon attack Corulag,” the droid explained. “He strengthened defenses, but also prepared an escape route. In secret, he had Imperial technicians construct human replica droids – of himself and his daughter – as decoys for the Rebels. Torlock’s own daughter knew nothing of this. Somehow, the governer discovered that his daughter and Admiral Droon had schemed to incriminate him as a traitor to the Empire.” Which he had managed to do quite well, forcing the real Torlock to flee Corulag. Droon then hired Black Sun thugs to do what Vader was planning to do himself, leaving such a mess that no one would even expect to find Torlock’s body -- thus Droon would become Governor of Corulag. 

Jixton had no intention of letting that happen, of course. He snuck back into the palace and confronted Droon and the real Frija. Droon, panicked, blurted out “she made me--!” An enraged Frija moved to kill Droon, but was nailed from behind by Jix’s blaster. Once he had Droon in a stasis tube, he reunited the droid-Frija with droid-Torlock and blasted off for Coruscant. Once he got there, he let the two droids go to seek sanctuary in the Outer Rim. From there, he presented Torlock to Vader and left him to face the Dark Lord’s lethal wrath. 

Though neither Jix nor Vader could have known it at the time, the mission to Corulag would open the door for the Rebels to finally escape Yavin and find a new base… 

(August 26-30)

The Power Gem / The Perfect Iceworld (August 31-35)

The Bothan spynet sent word to Yavin base that the Executor was almost ready for launch. General Dodonna had been struggling with the problem the supervessel had posed for months; with no suitable planet to escape to, it was likely the Yavin Rebels would have to stand and fight. Yet if the specs Rebel Intelligence had put together on the ship were accurate, it would take a heavy, sustained barrage by several capitol ships to weaken the vessel’s shields enough for starfighters to blow up the shield generators. And with the blockading fleet certain to be at the Executor’s side, such a large-scale attack was suicide even if the ships were available. 

During a briefing on the Super Star Destroyer, Princess Leia had a thought, something Bail Organa had once told her about. Dodonna recognized the reference – Iridium space pirates used power gems to disrupt the shields of their prey’s spaceships. The Jedi Knights smashed that operation, and the gems with it…or so the legend went. Leia, not convinced of that, asked Han if he could dig through his underworld connections and find some gems. After some convincing, Han and Chewie took the Falcon to Junkfort Station, a place where lots of ships got illegal modifications – without bounty hunters prowling around (They weren’t allowed there). 

Doom Mission / Tying Up Loose Ends (September 1-5)

The Second Battle of Yavin (September 6-10)

The Millennium Falcon landed to find Yavin base almost completely evacuated; only one transport now remained. Luke Skywalker now found himself with the unenviable task of informing General Dodonna that his son was dead – on the eve of perhaps the most critical battle of the war since the first Battle of Yavin. 

On Jovan Station, Admiral Griff was informed of the Executor’s damage by a holo of Lord Vader. The Dark Lord, seething at his grand attack being taken out from under him, informed Griff that he would have the opportunity he’d been dreaming about for months; he would lead the assault on Yavin IV. Filled with glee, Griff immediately ordered a strike force out. 

As Rogue Squadron waited in orbit, a heavy-hearted General Dodonna quietly promoted Luke to the rank of Commander at the foot of the Rebel transport. Moments later, Luke escorted the transport into orbit in his X-Wing and rejoined the Rogues. As they raced away, the transport captain called Luke in a panic: General Dodonna wasn’t aboard! He’d boarded the ship, then “signaled us to take off…then ducked back out as the ramp came up!” The grim reality of the situation sank in…Dodonna had sentenced himself to die with his son. 

Moments after the transport jumped into space, Griff’s strike force arrived in orbit. The group, led by General Brashen, sent down a ground force and launched TIE Bombers to cover them. Rebel troops who volunteered to remain behind immediately jumped on the ground forces, but they were too few to halt the Imperials entirely. Under the expert leadership of Commander Brenn Tantor, the Imperials fought their way north toward the Great Temple. Unexpectedly, they picked up a distress call nearby – Colonel Maximillian Veers, who had been forced to live off the land for six months while avoiding Rebels, now saw his rescue was at hand. Tantor had air support cover Veers until he could send an AT-ST to pick him up. Continuing east, Tantor’s forces shelled the base’s well-used shield generator, gift of the scientists of Ralltiir, to slag. Vader immediately raced out to Yavin IV in a shuttle and landed in the cleared-out area to take General Dodonna personally. 

As the Great Temple finally came within Vader’s sight, and TIE Fighters and Bombers flew overhead, General Dodonna made his stand. As they had left, the Rebels had wired thermal detonators all around the Great Temple. Now, standing in the heart of Ground Zero, Dodonna detonated them. The Great Temple exploded and collapsed upon itself right before Vader’s eyes.* With it went the base’s computers and all its’ valuable data on where Rebel ships were and where they could be. Also with it went two entire TIE squadrons. Furious, Vader turned around and returned to the Executor. 

Up in space, the troubles of the escaping Rebel fleet were just beginning. They’d made it offplanet, but the blockading Imperial fleet at the edge of the Gordian Reach still stood between them and safety. Now it was up to Admiral Ackbar …and soon word came in that a successful assault had been launched at the Vallusk Cluster, followed by two more strikes on the blockade fleet itself by Mon Calamari cruisers. Griff, for all his ego, wasn’t fooled. He quickly reasoned out where the escape corridor was likely to be, and he ordered ships to that position at once. 

Luke took scout position in his X-Wing as the Rebel fleet began their escape run. Leia, with a strange premonition in her mind, ordered Han to take the Falcon to find an alternate escape route – just in case. Nearly an hour later, Luke picked up Griff’s vessel and two others waiting near a large unstable sun. Griff immediately sicced TIEs on Luke before he could turn around and warn the fleet. As Skywalker was caught in a crossfire, Han found the escape route he was looking for – right through the sun’s flares. Too dangerous for even him, and he backed off and ordered Leia to scatter the fleet. He picked up Luke and Artoo from the wreckage of the X-Wing – Luke had destroyed the pursuing TIEs, but the X-Wing was broken up in the process. 

Griff’s warfleet moved in. [IMPERIAL PURSUIT MISSION #1-2 TO GO HERE]

And though his ship was now repaired, Vader waited inside the meditation pod of the Executor. He wanted Griff to terrify the Rebels, exhaust them…to the point that his son would have no choice but to use the Force to help them. And he soon got exactly that. 

Han, at Luke’s urging, moved the Falcon to the lead of the fleet. As the fleet approached the star, Luke sank into a deep meditation…trying to sense when it was safe to move beside the unstable star, and when it wasn’t. His deep concentration revealed him to Vader’s senses, and he ordered the Executor to hyperjump to the far side of the star to meet the Rebel fleet head-on. Griff panicked – Vader was moving to steal him of his glorious victory! As he risked a hyperjump toward the star, Luke ordered part of the fleet through while keeping the others back to avoid a flare. Moments later, he sent the rest of the fleet through. As Vader watched, the Rebel fleet drifted out of the sun’s glare into view. He gave the order to open fire – 

-- and Admiral Griff’s Star Destroyer, followed by two others, smashed into the Executor at hyperspeed. The supervessel’s deflector shield was able – barely – to withstand the triple impact. The other three Destroyers weren’t as lucky and were instantly vaporized. 

With the SSD knocked wildly offcourse, Vader could only watch as the Rebel fleet cleared the sun and leapt into hyperspace. He had counted on Griff’s ego to drive the Rebels to him – he had not anticipated the admiral making a mad attempt to beat the Dark Lord to the traitors. And now the Rebels were free, away from Yavin with an entire galaxy to hide in. Only the capture of General Dodonna (who incredibly was found in the wreckage – severely injured, but still alive), the rescue of Veers and the destruction of the food-carrying freighters kept this from being as total a fiasco as the Death Star’s loss. And this time, Vader knew, the Emperor would not be as forgiving. 

He had to find the Rebels. Fast. 

* -- The Great Temple would eventually be rebuilt a year after the Battle of Endor as the New Republic made a temporary home there. Luke Skywalker would in turn convert the rebuilt Temple into the Jedi Academy a decade later. The Temple was destroyed a second and far more permanent time by the Yuuzhan Vong 26 ASW4. 

Escape to Hoth (September 11-15)

A tense week of hyperspace travel followed for the Rebel fleet. In the Ison Corridor, the fleet was momentarily engaged by TIE Fighters and the new TIE Interceptors, but the Rogues kept the Imperials from doing any real damage. 

Finally, the fleet reached the edge of the Hoth system. Though the sixth world was the one Luke had suggested, a thorough survey of the system was called for to ensure no surprises lurked. After a cursory sweep of the system turned up nothing, Leia decided to head down to Hoth VI herself in the Falcon with Han and Luke to inspect the Torlock camp personally. 

As it turned out, Han himself had been to Hoth once (it was a favored hideout for criminals on the run), and he was able to guide them and point out potential hazards. Early attempts to tame the native Tauntauns were interrupted by a sudden ambush by (surprise, surprise) criminals hiding out. The leader of the brigands, a Mon Calamari named Salmakk, recognized Han and decided to collect on Jabba’s bounty. The Rebels were narrowly able to defeat them, but at the cost of destroying the Torlock cave – their first best shot at sanctuary. 

Overnight, the Rebels were back to the proverbial square one. Mon Mothma ordered a small group to stay behind on Hoth to find another suitable cavern system (or construct one). As for the fleet, the order was one word: Scatter. 

Imperial Pursuit / The Dark Side of Dantooine (September 16-20)

Starlog 3-27-1 (September 21-25)

Lost in Space (September 26-30)
“Has anyone seen Solo lately? Last reliable thing we heard about Han Solo was that he had offed a two-bit bounty hunter on Tatooine months and months ago. Have he and the Wook dropped into the Maw? We’re hearing some awfully strange rumors around here. If anyone runs into Solo, tell him things are heating up plenty quick with Jabba the Hutt. Seems Heater is interviewing bounty hunters. We also noticed Solo’s name has appeared in the latest quarterly update of the Imperial Enforcement DataCore. Han, buddy, what have you been up to?” 

– Cynabar’s Infonet, September 27
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