SCENE 1 – EXTERIOR SPACE – TITLE MUSIC – TITLE SCREEN


A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far away. . . 

Deep space picture – stars; main title scrolls up as music begins, followed by the introduction which scrolls into oblivion.




Star Wars



             Episode III



          A DARK TIME

The conflict with Count Dooku’s Independent Systems

 has been costly. As the Clone War nears a hopeful 

end, many planets begin to plan for recovery operations. 

Despite the apparent victory, there are a few

within the Senate that remain skeptical of the new 

direction the once peaceful Republic has taken.

Still shrouded in the darkness of the Sith, the Jedi lend 

what is left of their dwindling ranks to assist in the battles. 

While the Council works to unravel the mystery of the

Dark side, Obi – Wan, now a General, and Anakin work

Closely with Chancellor Palpatine’s forces…..

SCENE 2 – EXTERIOR SPACE

Camera pans through space background and settles upon a planet off in the distance. A large force of Republican Starcruisers exits hyperspace.

SCENE 3 – INTERIOR LEAD STARCRUISER – BRIDGE

Admiral Tarkin stands gazing out through the main bridge window. A considerable sized Seperatists fleet is seen in the distance. Admiral Tarkin hits a switch on the console near him and a hologram image of Chancellor Palpatine appears.

ADMIRAL TARKIN

Sir, we’ve reached the planet Ssar. It appears our information was correct. The Seperatists have the bulk of their remaining fleet stationed here, near the moon Ur. We are preparing for our assault.

CHANCELLOR PALPATINE

Very well, commence with the attack. Once again Admiral Tarkin, you have served the Republic well.

The image of Palpatine disappears, and with a push of another button, one of Obi-Wan Kenobi takes it’s place.

ADMIRAL TARKIN

General Kenobi, are your forces ready?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

We are prepared, and it looks as though we’ve caught the Seperatist forces completely by surprise. They haven’t even launched their fighters yet.

ADMIRAL TARKIN

Good. Let’s not waste any time. I leave the assault in your able hands Master Jedi.

SCENE 4 – INTERIOR STARCRUISER – BRIDGE

Obi-wan stands looking at the holographic image of Admiral Tarkin. Other officers can be seen going about their duties.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Understood.

With a slight movement of his hand, Obi-Wan uses the force to switch off the image of Tarkin and open a com to the other Starcruisers.

CAPTAIN POHTVEI

General, the enemy has begun launching it’s fighters!

OBI-WAN KENOBI

All fighters prepare to launch. We’ll need you to hold off those short range fighters while we take care of the main targets. Silver Group, move your Cruisers into point blank range and engage their Destoyers. The rest of the fleet will hold here to make sure as few of them as possible escape.

SCENE 5 – EXTERIOR SPACE – NEAR THE REPUBLICAN FLEET

Small fighters begin pouring out of the Starcruisers. They are met with the robotic small range fighters of the Commerce Guild. A section of the Republican Cruisers begins moving towards the Seperatist’s Destroyers. Battles ensue.

SCENE 6 – INTERIOR STARCRUISER – BRIDGE

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Red Group, are your fighters ready?

SCENE 7 – INTERIOR STARCRUISER – DOCKING BAY

Anakin Skywalker is closing the cockpit of his Jedi Starship. A large amount one-man fighters sits in the bay, preparing for departure. Anakin speaks to Obi-Wan through his com.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

We’re ready General.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Wait for my word.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Of course, General.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Try not to be so sarcastic, my young Jedi.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes General. May I please launch now?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

You really must work on your patience. You need to keep your concentration on the here and now – on the moment. Your mind is always getting ahead of you and never on what you are doing.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Really General, must we have this discussion now?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

That’s Master to you Anakin. Just because we are assisting in some damn fool idealistic crusade does not mean our roles have changed.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes, of course. You are a Master Jedi, but I did pass the trials. I am a Jedi now.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Having a title does not mean there is no more for you to learn.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER (disregarding Obi-wan’s comment)

Why don’t you come join us this time?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

You know how I feel about flying. And besides, I’m here to give the orders. That’s why I’m general.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes, you give the orders, and I do all the hard work. I keep forgetting.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

(chuckling) Now that I’ve got you back on track, give the order to launch your group. And may the force be with you.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Understood.

Anakin toggles a switch on his control panel

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Red Group, launch and engage. Let’s show them how it’s done.

SCENE 8 – EXTERIOR SPACE – NEAR REPUBLICAN FLEET

Red Groups fighters depart their mother ship. Fighting continues. As the one-man fighters zip in and out of the area around the larger ships, the Cruisers and Destroyers pummel each other. The Republican ships seem to have the upper hand.

SCENE 9 – INTERIOR STARCRUISER – BRIDGE

Obi-Wan watches the fighting from the bridge. Captain Pohtvei walks up beside him.

CAPTAIN POHTVEI

Now that Red Group’s launched, Sir, the Guild won’t have a chance. I almost feel sorry for them. Just the difference Red One makes is enormous. He has three to four times the kills of most other pilots.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Yes, Anakin certainly is an incredible pilot. I only wished his skills at paying attention were as good.

CAPTAIN POHTVEI

Yes, General. At any rate, Sir, it appears the war may be over soon.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I certainly hope so, Captain. I have had enough dealings with rebellions to last a lifetime.

SCENE 10 – EXTERIOR SPACE – MAIN BATTLE

Small one-man fighters fly about, shooting each other down. Larger Republican Cruisers are starting to wear down the Seperatist Destroyers. Camera pans down to the moon of Ur.

Cut in various scenes of one on one fighter combat. There will be small dialog between pilots as they maneuver around.

SCENE 11 – INTERIOR COMMERCE GUILD BASE – MAIN BATTLE ROOM

Count Dooku, Nute Gunray, and an assortment of other Independent leaders are gathered around a table. They are viewing a telegraphic image of the space battle above.

NUTE GUNRAY

This is impossible. We are losing this battle, just like all the others.

COUNT DOOKU

Not just the battle, Viceroy, we are losing the war. I believe it is time to rethink our strategy.

SEPERATIST LEADER 1

You cannot be suggesting we surrender. The Chancellor will have us destroyed for sure. That is unacceptable.

COUNT DOOKU

Not surrender. Let’s think of it as a temporary stay of force. We will pull back all remaining forces we can salvage, and we will rendezvous them with the rest of what’s left of our fleet. When we have our secret weapon finished, we will use it, along with our remaining forces, to bring the Republic to its knees.

NUTE GUNRAY

I will begin ordering a retreat of all operable destroyers.

COUNT DOOKU

A wise decision, Viceroy. I suggest you all prepare to evacuate before they begin landing troops.

SCENE 12 – INTERIOR JEDI STARFIGHTER – COCKPIT

Anakin speaks to other pilots in Red Group through his com. He flies his ship with impressive effect. Through the glass of his canopy other fighters and Star ships can be seen.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Whooo – there goes another one for me.

RED THREE

One here as well Sir. I believe we have them on the retreat.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Good shooting Red Three. All fighters prepare to block any escaping ships.

RED SIX

Watch out Red One, there’s two coming up on you from behind.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Read you Red Six.

Anakin does a looping maneuver and comes in behind the two ships. He shoots them down.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

That’s two more for me!

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Great shooting. Try not to get cocky.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes Obi-Wan. Try not to be too jealous of my skills.

SCENE 13 – INTERIOR STARCRUISER – BRIDGE

Obi-wan watches the battle as it starts to come to a close.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

All craft, prepare to block as many escaping Destroyers as possible. We may not be able to stop them all, but we need to take out as many as we can.  Captain Pohtvei….

CAPTAIN POHTVEI

Yes General.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Start preparing the landing groups. Have them begin dropping to the moons surface.

CAPTAIN POHTVEI

Right away General.

Obi-wan flips a switch on the panel, and a holographic image of Tarkin appears.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

We are preparing to advance on the surface. Victory is at hand.

SCENE 14 – INTERIOR MAIN STARCRUISER – BRIDGE

Tarkin stands viewing the image of Obi-Wan Kenobi.

ADMIRAL TARKIN

Excellent work General Kenobi. I shall alert the Chancellor immediately of our progress.

He turns off the image display.

ADMIRAL TARKIN

Captain, start preparing for scanning. As soon as any of their Destroyers go into hyperspace, I want to know exactly where they are going.

SCENE 15 – EXTERIOR SPACE – NEAR SPACE FIGHT

A few Destroyers manage to start making the jump out of system. Others are seen being blown up by multiple Cruisers. Small  Republican fighters are streaking around the larger ships while mopping up what remains of the Seperatist fighters.

SCENE 16 – INTERIOR SEPERATIST BASE – LAUNCHING BAY

Count Dooku stands talking to Boba Fett and a second Bounty Hunter, Stize Rober. In the background, maintenance robots prepare Dooku’s ship and Slave I for launch.

COUNT DOOKU

You both have your orders. I will not tolerate failure.

Both Bounty Hunters nod.

COUNT DOOKU

Stize, go to your ship and prepare to leave.

Stize bows slightly, and then he walks quickly away towards the Slave I.

BOBA FETT

It’s not his ship.

COUNT DOOKU

You have your Father’s personality. Do not worry, our need for him has almost come to an end. You have finished getting the training you will need for your field of expertise, and I have what I need.

BOBA FETT

My Father was much better than he is.

COUNT DOOKU

You Father failed where you will not. 

BOBA FETT

There will be no problems.

COUNT DOOKU

Very well. I will send word when I am ready to meet with you on Coruscant.

SCENE 17 – INTERIOR PRIVATE ROOM – CORUSCANT

Pan in from an exterior shot of Coruscant to a building housing Padme Amidala.

Inside the room are Padme, Bail Organa, and a select few other Senators.

BAIL ORGANA

The war appears to be nearing an end. I continue to have my doubts, though, as to whether Chancellor Palpatine will relinquish the powers that have been given to him. Our influence in the Senate seems to be dwindling more and more. There is no question as to the majority backing what seems to be an inevitable dictatorship. Our loyal sources say there have been rumors of the Chancellor not only keeping the powers he has been given, but using them to eventually dissolve the Senate.

PADME AMIDALA

What are you suggesting? Do you believe that we should prepare for some sort of action against the Chancellor? We have no proof that that will be the outcome at this point. I have worked with Palpatine for years, and I have to believe he has the best of intentions still in mind.

MON MOTHMA

Even so, a back-up plan may be required. There may not be a need for a violence, but we cannot shy away from the fact that all of our attempts to bring up the subject in the Senate have been quelled.

BAIL ORGANA

Better to be prepared now before it is too late. We do not want to find ourselves in the same position that the Republic itself was in when the Independent Systems broke away. We need a plan of action.

PADME AMIDALA

And is your planet prepared for another conflict within the Republic, violent or otherwise?

BAIL ORGANA

Alderaan is a peaceful planet. We don’t have any weapons. However, I will back whatever plan of action is necessary with all our resources to see that this Republic is run in the best interest of all peoples.

MON MOTHMA

None of our home worlds have enough forces to drive back the Republic’s army if it came to open conflict. I do agree, though, that we should not overlook that contingency. And, I believe most of us are in agreement to that.

A majority of the Senators in the room nod in agreement.

PADME AMIDALA

The Republic is in pieces as it is. While I agree with you all, I cannot help but be concerned that our actions will cause more damage.

BAIL ORGANA

Then we shall agree that we will continue to pursue this by political means first and foremost.

MON MOTHMA

Indeed. As well, each of us needs to start preparing what loyal forces we have from our own worlds. I cannot emphasize the need for secrecy. 

PADME AMIDALA

Very well. I will speak to my people on Naboo. I will also bring Senator Binks up to speed. The Gungans would be useful if a conflict would arise. 

BAIL ORGANA

Are there any other systems or sources that we can trust to back us in this endeavor?

MON MOTHMA

I have it on good faith that the Mon Calimari would assist us. They are also excellent ship builders. We may be able to gain extra Starcruisers from them.

PADME AMIDALA

I will go to the Jedi about this. They may have some influence with the Chancellor, and their powers would be much needed if diplomacy fails.

BAIL ORGANA

Then our course of action is decided. We will meet again soon to check on progress.

SCENE 18 – INTERIOR JEDI TEMPLE – SMALL ROOM

Yoda and Mace sit talking.

MACE WINDU

Obi-Wan has sent word that their latest battle against the Seperatists has been a success. He and Anakin are returning to Coruscant as we speak.

YODA

Very well. Perhaps to an end this war will finally come. Many Jedi has it cost.

MACE WINDU

Yet we are still no closer to unveiling who the Sith Master is. 

YODA

More clouded than ever is our ability to see. The dark side encompasses all. 

MACE WINDU

We have also failed in apprehending Dooku. It is as if he knows our every move. Do you think it could be someone within our own ranks that has turned against us?

YODA

Distrust the Sith’s tool is. Give into it we must not. Once back are Master Obi-wan and Jedi Skywalker, begin investigating this with more resources again we will. Let Master Obi-Wan know that we wish to meet with him.

SCENE 19 – INTERIOR PRIVATE ROOM – PADME’S QUARTERS

Padme Amidala and her handmaiden, Nuda, are speaking privately. C-3PO and R2-D2 are in the background with Captain Typho.

Padme is finishing her conversation with the Council on Naboo and Jar Jar via com screen.

NABOO CABINET MEMBER

This is frustrating. Every time things seem to get better, something potentially worse looms ahead.

NABOO QUEEN

You have our support Senator Amidala. We will discuss this further when you arrive.

JAR JAR BINKS

Meesa thinks I needsa to spake with meesa peoples right away.

PADME AMIDALA

Thank you all so much. Please do not let any word of this get out. I will see you soon.

NABOO QUEEN

Take all precautions Senator Padme.

CAPTAIN TYPHO

Don’t worry, I’ll keep a close eye on her.

The com is turned off. Padme sits looking stressed.

NUDA

Do you really think it will come to rebellion, my lady?

PADME AMIDALA

I certainly hope not. We have seen too much death and destruction already. Still, we must be ready to make sure that peace is restored in any way possible.

NUDA

Do not despair too much, my lady. At least  Master Anakin will be back soon.

Padme manages a smile.

PADME AMIDALA

It has been a long time. I have missed him so much. Please make sure everything is prepared for his arrival. We do not get to spend much time together. I want this moment to be special.

NUDA

Yes, my lady.

CAPTAIN TYPHO

You are taking a very large risk, Senator. If your relationship with the Jedi were to come to light, there would be no good that could come of it.

PADME AMIDALA

Loving someone is good enough, Captain.

CAPTAIN TYPHO

If you say so, my lady.

PADME AMIDALA

I do. Now, I need for you to concentrate on our security, not my personal life.

SCENE 20 – EXTERIOR LANDING PAD – JEDI TEMPLE

Obi-wan and Anakin have arrived back on Coruscant to meet with Masters Yoda and Mace.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I’m glad the Chancellor has decided our help can be spared for a while. It will be nice to get back to other things.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes, I have other things I need to return to as well.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Is this about Padme? Your dealings with her will be your downfall Anakin. If you allow yourself to develop feelings for her, it would surely cost you all that you have worked for.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

And there is nothing that you have ever considered to be important enough to go against the words of the Council?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

No, there is not.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Not even taking me on as your padowan?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I did have permission from the Council for that.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Only after telling them you would do so anyway. You told me that yourself.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I did that for Qui-Gon, not for my own desires.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Still, that is the same.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I did so because he was more than my mentor, he was my friend. He asked it of me before he died.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

And from what you have said, Master Qui-Gon fully understood the need to voice his opinions on what he thought was best, even when it went against the Council.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I did not always agree with him either.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

So, you did not mind speaking out against your own Master?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I also respected his word, which is an ideal you seem to have not followed.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am only trying to make a point that perhaps there are things that are not as clear cut as the Council would have us believe.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

And I am trying to make the point that the guidelines they have put into place are for a purpose. Most of those rules were written by much wiser Jedi than you and I.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

So you feel it necessary to force me to your beliefs and not allow me to follow my own path.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

No, Anakin. I care for you as I did for Qui-Gon. You are my friend. I do not wish to see you suffer his fate. Qui-gon believed in you, as do I. However, if you are the chosen one the prophecy spoke of, then you must be ready for the tests that destiny will place before you. You could very well be the difference between life or death for us all.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Then why don’t you trust me more than what you do?

There is a moment of silence.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I was extremely impressed by your flying during our battles with the Commerce Guild. Your control over the force is very impressive when you apply yourself.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I know.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin – really.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

(laughing) I am only kidding. You really are much too serious you know.

SCENE 21 – INTERIOR MEETING ROOM – JEDI TEMPLE

Mace and Yoda sit awaiting the arrival of Anakin and Obi-Wan. In the mean time, Palpatine has contacted them personally. Along with Palpatine are his personal guards and Mos Amedda, his majordomo.

PALPATINE

I am sorry to hear that you will not be able to make the celebration. Are you sure I cannot talk you into coming. Your presence would be most welcome and most comforting.

MACE WINDU

We appreciate your offer, Chancellor. However, we have too few Jedi right now, and most of them are committed to other issues. 

PALPATINE

I will keep the offer open in case you change your mind. We have much to celebrate. 

Obi-Wan and Anakin enter the room.

PALPATINE

Master Kenobi, it is great to have you back. Your leadership during these hard times has been most appreciated.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Thank you Chancellor. 

PALPATINE

Perhaps you would care to stay in charge of some of our forces during the rebuilding stages. We could use a General such as yourself.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I am honored, but there are other matters I would like to return to now.

PALPATINE

Certainly. In light of the Republics victory, the presence of these Dark Jedi continue to be a pestilence that must be dealt with. Ah, Jedi Skywalker. The title suits you well. Your skills have also been invaluable.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Thank you Chancellor.

PALPATINE

(turns his attention back to Mace)

Perhaps you could spare at least one or two Jedi for the celebration. I would think these two fine members of your group would be deserving of the recognition they would get.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Celebration?

MACE WINDU

Chancellor Palpatine is hosting an event soon on the now liberated planet of Ssar in honor of the Republics imminent victory. There will be representatives from most of the systems there. We have already advised the Chancellor that we will not be able to attend.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Do you think this gathering is a safe decision on the Republics part?

PALPATINE

It is with the efforts of people such as yourself that I feel it will be more than safe. As well, it will help lift the spirits of those that have been ill effected by the Commerce Guilds activities.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

If it would be allowable, I would very much like to attend.

PALPATINE

An excellent decision, Jedi Skywalker. Surely the Council could spare one Jedi. I know I would be most gracious.

YODA

To this event Jedi Skywalker may go.

PALPATINE

Thank you Master Jedi. I will take my leave.

Palpatine and entourage exit the room. Yoda waits until they are gone to finish speaking.

YODA

But ask of you, Anakin, with caution to proceed. Much there still is to be mindful of.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Understood. Now, if you’ll excuse me, I would like to rest for a while. It has been a long time since I had a chance to spend a quiet night alone.

MACE WINDU

That will be fine. May the force be with you.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I really do not think this is a good idea.

YODA

Surprised I am at your words, Master Kenobi. Settled this topic was.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I just think it would be a good idea if we worked closer together for the time being.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Master Kenobi does not trust me.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

There are certain things I am not sure you are ready for.

YODA

Decided the Council has that on his own he is to be. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You should listen to the Council more often, my old teacher.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

And you should listen to me more often, Anakin. We have already discussed this. You need focus.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER (showing signs of his temper)

And you need to stop telling me what to do.

MACE  WINDU

Enough. This is not the time or place for your personal differences. We have enough to deal with. Now, more than ever, we all need to work together. You may go Anakin. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Thank you Master.

MACE WINDU

Master Kenobi, we would like to speak to you alone.

SCENE 22 – INTERIOR HALL PADME’S SUITE – CORUSCANT

C-3PO and R2-D2 walk down the hall.

C-3PO

I am quite sure there was a good reason Senator Amidala asked us to leave.

R2-D2

(a series of beeps and whirrs)

C-3PO

No, I don’t think it was because she cannot stand me at all, you bucket of bolts. You were probably in the way.

R2-D2

(beeps and whirrs)

C-3PO

Really R2, I think it’s obvious. I was sent along to watch over you.

R2-D2

(beeps and whirrs)

C-3PO

Yes, I think you need to be watched over. You would get yourself into all sorts of trouble without me.

R2-D2

(beeps and whirrs)

C-3PO

What do you mean you are baby sitting me. Really R2, where do you get these delusions of grandier?

Anakin walks up to them in the hall

C-3PO

Master Ani, it is so good to see you again.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

It’s good to see you too, 3PO.

R2-D2

(beeps and whirrs)

C-3PO

No, he’s not here to shut me down. Master Skywalker has come to add my new fittings.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Actually, I’m here to see Padme. Do you know where she is?

C-3PO

Oh, I had almost forgotten. Senator Amidala asked that we send you to her private quarters. She said she needed to speak with you.

ANAKIN SKYWAKER

Thank you 3PO.

Anakin walks off briskly.

C-3PO

Not very talkative is he?

R2-D2

(beeps and whirrs)

C-3PO

Just you watch your tongue, you rolling bucket of spare parts (bangs R2 on the top of the dome). Master Anakin would be as lost without me as you would be.

SCENE 23 – INTERIOR PRIVATE ROOM – SECRET SITH MEETING AREA

Darth Sidious meets with Count Dooku alone.

COUNT DOOKU

All plans for the festival are set. Once it is done, we will have the catalyst we need to bring about the final downfall of the Jedi.

DARTH SIDIOUS

You have done well Lord Tyrannus. Soon the Commerce Guild will be crushed, the Jedi will be gone, and the Republic will be ours to do with as we please.

COUNT DOOKU

The Independent Systems are completely unaware of our plans to take over the ultimate weapon. We will be able to assume construction of it as soon as they have been eliminated.

DARTH SIDIOUS

Very well. Everything is going according to my plans. However, there is one small change I need to make. Please stay here and await my further instructions.

COUNT DOOKU

Is this situation serious, my Master?

DARTH SIDIOUS

No. It is of little concern. Something has come to my attention that I would like you personally to handle Lord Tyrannus.

COUNT DOOKU

As you wish, my Master.

SCENE 24 – INTERIOR MEETING ROOM – JEDI TEMPLE

Mace and Yoda continue their conversation with Obi-Wan.

YODA

Unlike you this is, Master Kenobi.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I apologize for my outburst. It was wrong of me.

MACE WINDU

Why does your former apprentices actions bother you so much?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

With all do respect, I do not feel he should be my former apprentice.

YODA

Believe you that not ready for the trials was he.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

He is still too swayed by his own emotions, Master. I believe that if he left alone for too long there could be consequences.

YODA

The dark side you speak of. Yes, much anger there still is in young Skywalker.

MACE WINDU

Yet we must not forget the role he is to play. 

OBI-WAN KENOBI

How will he bring balance to the force if he himself is too shortsighted to see his own faults?

MACE WINDU

We have considered this, and we feel it is best to let him find his path. I am sure you have given him the ideals that he needs to find his way, Master Kenobi. And, if we pressure him too much, it could very well push him further away from us. That is why we allowed him to take the trials without you asking it of us. With the losses we have taken, having another , like Anakin, on their own allows us to handle more problems right now.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Then at least have us work together so that I might keep an eye on him.

YODA

Other matters we need for you to attend to Master Kenobi.

MACE WINDU

You have had your hands full with the Republics battles. Take this night to yourself and report back to us tomorrow.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Yes Master.

Obi-wan bows and leaves.

SCENE 25 – INTERIOR CORUSCANT – PADME’S PRIVATE QUARTERS

Anakin enters to find Padme waiting. She is wearing an alluring negligee. Upon entering the room, the two immediately embrace.

PADME AMIDALA

Oh Anakin, I have missed you so.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I’ve missed you too. I was beginning to feel as if I would never see you again.

PADME AMIDALA

You would never lose me Anakin.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I would die inside if I did. I could not live without you.

PADME AMIDALA

What’s wrong? You seem bothered.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

It’s Obi-Wan.

PADME AMIDALA

Do you want to talk about it?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No, I only want my attention on you.

PADME AMIDALA

Then we need to get your attention off the matters you are thinking of. Tell me what is bothering you.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Nothing I have done has been good enough for him. Even though I am now a Jedi, Obi-Wan treats me as if I were still his padowan.

PADME AMIDALA

I think Master Kenobi genuinely cares for you Anakin. Maybe he just doesn’t know how to show it.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Maybe he’s just jealous. Maybe he is arrogant because he is a Master. Maybe he knows that no matter what title he is given, he will never be as powerful as I am. I should have been given the title of Jedi long ago. And even when I was allowed to complete the trials, it was only because the Council stepped forward and bypassed him. I think he resents me for that.

PADME AMIDALA

Anakin , calm down. I think you are allowing this to bother you more than it should. You are going to have differing opinions with many people in life. It is something we all have to deal with.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Perhaps you’re right. How about I stop complaining and start doing what I came here to do.

PADME AMIDALA

I think that is an excellent decision, my husband.

They kiss, and then Padme pulls him towards the open doors of her bedroom.

SCENE 26 – EXTERIOR CORUSCANT – LOWER DWELLINGS

Obi-wan flies a shuttle through the lower regions of Coruscant. It is night time. He lands on a pad near a bar. He exits the spacecraft and enters, gathering looks from the crowd. He finds his way to a standing place at the bar and orders a drink.

He begins sipping at the drink and looks around. Soon the bartender arrives back near the area where he is standing.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Excuse me, have you seen Dex around tonight?

DEX (from behind Obi-wan)

Right here old friend.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Dex! It’s so good to see you.

DEX

It’s been a while. I heard you where helping lead the Republic’s army. From the looks of it, I would say they kept you rather busy.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Yes, they’ve had me working aboard the Star Cruisers. They even gave me the rank of General.

DEX

General? Who would have thought that.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Yeah, someone must have put in a good word for me.

DEX

What brings you to the bowels of Coruscant on a night like this?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I needed a drink. Actually I think I may need more than one.

DEX

(laughing) Is that how a General acts these days?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Oh I think I’m quite through with the Republic’s forces for now.

DEX

I thought you might have had business with that other Jedi that was here.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

What other Jedi?

DEX

He came in a short bit ago with another fellow who was wearing armor. They didn’t say too much, but they did make it known that they were here on Jedi business.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Could you point them out to me.

DEX

I believe that’s them walking out the door now.

Obi-wan looks towards the door, across the room, in time to see Boba Fett and Stize (dressed as a jedi) leaving.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Thanks Dex!

He begins heading for the door in a hurry.

DEX

I guess I’ll take care of the tab then.

SCENE 27 – EXTERIOR OUTSIDE BAR – CORUSCANT

Obi-wan exits the building in time to see the pair fly away in a hurry. He goes to his shuttle and departs in the direction they were headed.  

SCENE 28 – INTERIOR COCKPIT – OBI-WAN’S SHUTTLE

Obi-wan flies in and out through the buildings, but he can find no sign of the two.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Drat. I’ve lost them. They could be anywhere by now. I wish I had R4 with me.

SCENE 29 – INTERIOR CONCEALED HANGAR BAY – CORUSCANT

Boba and Dooku are talking. Stize is in the background on watch.

BOBA FETT

The bug I planted was useful. I have confirmed the movements of the dissenting Senators.

COUNT DOOKU

My Master will be most pleased to hear this.

BOBA FETT

There’s something else. I observed one of the Senators, Padme Amidala, having a private meeting with one of the Jedi, a ‘Skywalker’ I believe.

COUNT DOOKU

So, the Senator may be trying to gain the influence of the Jedi.

BOBA FETT

It wasn’t that sort of private meeting. I believe the Senator and Jedi had a more … intimate agenda.

COUNT DOOKU

I see. I will make him aware of that as well. It could be useful.

Dooku removes a lightsabre from his cloak and hands it to Boba.

COUNT DOOKU

I think you know what to do with this.

BOBA FETT

Yes.

COUNT DOOKU

Good. Go then.

SCENE 30 – INTERIOR JEDI STARFIGHTER – PILOT SEAT

Through his cockpit, Obi-Wan sees the craft exiting a small, concealed hangar. The figure standing near the platform moves hastily back inside.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Wait a minute. . . 

He circles back around unseen.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I’ve got a bad feeling about this.

He begins landing nearby.

SCENE 31 – EXTERIOR CORUSCANT – CANCEALED HANGAR BAY

Obi-wan moves away from his ship and cautiously towards the bay. As he peers around the corner, he sees Dooku’s ship. Speaking to a droid inside the hangar is Dooku. Obi-wan, lightsaber in hand, moves into the bay slowly.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Count Dooku!

COUNT DOOKU

Master Kenobi, what a surprise.

OBI-WAN KENOBI (lightsabre ignited)

Not nearly as surprised as I am. What are you doing on Coruscant?

COUNT DOOKU

I came hoping you would reconsider my offer and join me.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I told you Dooku, I would never join you. Now tell me the real reason you are here.

COUNT DOOKU

Why, to see my Master, of course.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

If he were here, then the Jedi would have uncovered his identity.

COUNT DOOKU

Then you still have not unraveled who the Sith Lord is. A pity you cannot see things that are right in front of you. Or, maybe the person you are looking for is not whom you think it is. 

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I am not going to believe your lies, Dooku, or fall prey to your riddles.

Obi-wan begins pressing an attack. The two begin a light duel with their sabers. They strike slowly, concentrating more on their verbal exchange, in-between blows, at first.

COUNT DOOKU

Do you think I have lied to you, Obi-Wan? Now really, What reason would I have to lie if I knew who the Sith Lord was?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

And I suppose you are going to tell me who it is. You turned your back on the Jedi. Perhaps it is you who is the Sith Lord.

COUNT DOOKU

I did not turn my back. I merely followed the same paths as others have before. Master Syfo-Deus felt much like I did when he ordered the clone army to be created. How can so many who use to be Jedi be wrong? Perhaps it is your stubborn support of their faulty rules and this failing Republic that is the true disgrace.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Why would Syfo-Deus have ordered those clones without informing the rest of the Jedi?

COUNT DOOKU

Do you really think they may have only cloned one person? You are not as bright as I had hoped. I suppose it is probably for the best that you are not at my side.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I will never be on the same side as you, traitor.

COUNT DOOKU

Then I surely hope your skills have become better since we last met.

The sabre fight intensifies. This time the two are more equaled. After battling for a bit, Dooku maneuvers Obi-wan into a side hangar. Realizing he may not be able to destroy Obi-wan this time and that other Jedi may be on the way, he catches Obi-wan off guard, then uses the force to close the hangar door between them.

SCENE 32 – EXTERIOR CONCEALED HANGAR AREA – CORUSCANT

From behind Obi-Wan, we seem him cutting through the bay door. Obi-wan exits through the hole he has cut into the hangar bay doors. Dooku’s ship is gone. Obi-wan rushes to his shuttle, only to find it has been crippled by lightsabre blows.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

This is not good.

SCENE 33 – INTERIOR PADME’S SUITE – CORUSCANT

It is morning. Padme exits the bedroom, clothed, to find Anakin staring out a window. He is stoic.

PADME AMIDALA

Did you not sleep well?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I’m fine. Jedi do not require much in the way of sleep.

PADME AMIDALA

I know. You just seem like you are not here, and I had hoped after last night that your attention would still only be on me.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Being with you is always wonderful. Sometimes I think that it is the only thing that keeps me from losing my mind.

PADME AMIDALA

Are things really that bad? 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I don’t know. I struggle Padme. Sometimes I have thoughts that I know the Jedi Order would not agree with.

PADME AMIDALA

Like us?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No. Besides, if they were to find out about us, and I was asked to choose, I would choose you.

PADME AMIDALA

Anakin, I do not want to be the reason you have troubles.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You are not a trouble, Padme. You are my life. It’s just that it’s a life I wish I had more time for right now.

PADME AMIDALA

Perhaps we could spend some more time together.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I cannot. I have to report back to Master Yoda and Master Windu immediately. They will surely have some new task for me.

PADME AMIDALA

Then I will speak to them and ask their permission to have you escort me back to Naboo. I could go with you to the Jedi Temple. Besides, I have to speak with the Jedi concerning other matters.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You’re going back to Naboo? Why are you leaving so soon? What’s going on?

PADME AMIDALA

I have business that must be dealt with.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

And this business has to do with the Jedi? I don’t understand.

PADME AMIDALA

Anakin, what I am about to tell you cannot be repeated. There are some of us within the Senate that are worried about the direction the Republic is headed. Chancellor Palpatine seems reluctant about relinquishing his powers. We are afraid that, should the worst happen, the Republic could fall into the hands of a dictatorship.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You cannot possibly think he would do something like that.

PADME AMIDALA

He is a politician, Anakin. He is capable of anything.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

He is a good man.

PADME AMIDALA

He is a man that has the lives of many in his hands.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You yourself are a politician, so should I stop trusting you.

PADME AMIDALA

Ani, how can you say such a thing. I love you. I need your trust. It is the reason why I even bring this up to you. I must speak with the Jedi, because if the Chancellor’s intentions were to turn bad we would need to act quickly. It would also be best if the Jedi were on our side.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You speak as if you already know this to be true. You are not giving him a chance. Besides, would it be so bad to have only one person in charge. It was the way the Senate had been acting that caused all the problems we have now. Maybe one person would not repeat that mistake.

PADME AMIDALA

No matter how bad the problems are, leaving all of our freedoms in the trust of one person would not lead to good. Everyone has a right to have their voice heard. Besides, we will only act if we must. I hope and pray this is not the case. More than anything, Anakin, I just need to know that you are with me on this. I need to know that you will not say anything to him.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You have my heart and my word. I will not say a thing, but I still think you are wrong about him. 

PADME AMIDALA

I hope you are right, Ani.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I will take you to the Jedi Temple then, since I know I will not be able to change your mind anyway. At least, if you must leave, the trip will give us more time together.

PADME AMIDALA

Oh Anakin, we have all the time in our lives to be together.

SCENE 34 – INTERIOR JEDI TEMPLE – JEDI MEETING ROOM

Padme speaks with Yoda, Mace, Ki-Adi-Mundi, Plo Koon,  etc.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

This is most disturbing.  With all the conflict going on, more dissention could be disastrous.

PADME AMIDALA

So could a dictatorship. It would mean the end of the freedoms we have enjoyed within the Republic.

MACE WINDU

Agreed. However, we cannot choose to react to something that has not come to pass. 

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Yes, if we were to choose to go against the Chancellor without warrant, than we would be creating an even worse problem.

PADME AMIDALA

Believe me Master Jedi, I have no desire to see further conflict. I only wish to be prepared, and your resources would be invaluable to us if the situation arose.

MACE WINDU

We will consider what you have said. Please keep us informed if any new information should present itself.

PADME AMIDALA

I will be leaving immediately for Naboo. I would ask of you to allow me to bring Anakin with me for the trip. Given the nature of my return home, it would make me feel more comfortable to have Jedi protection.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Perhaps then someone of higher stature within our ranks should accompany you.

MACE WINDU

Forgive me Senator, but without the pretense of danger, we really cannot spare any more Jedi.

YODA

Agree with you I do Master Windu.  Feel the need to ensure Senator Amidala’s safety I do as well. Go with You Anakin may. Need our Master Jedi here do we at this time.

MACE WINDU

Please have Anakin return then as soon as you are safely home.

PADME AMIDAL

Thank you so much for your assistance, Master Jedi. It is most appreciated.

YODA

Senator Padme.

PADME AMIDALA

Yes, Master Yoda.

YODA

Reassuring it is to see you again. Careful should you be in your travels, for bear the hope for us all you do.

SCENE 35 – EXTERIOR JEDI TEMPLE LANDING AREA – CORUSCANT

Anakin is preparing a ship as Obi-Wan arrives in a new shuttle. He exits the craft and approaches Anakin. C-3po and R2-D2 are there.

C-3PO

Master Kenobi. What a wonderous surprise.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

How are you my friend?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I’m fine. You look terrible.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Thanks. I had a run in with our old friend Count Dooku last night.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Count Dooku? Here?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Yes. I am not sure what his business was, but he managed to get away.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

It appears you came out of the meeting much better than we did with him before.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Thankfully. It seemed he was more eager to leave than he was to finish our differences. It looks like you are on your way as well.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am escorting Senator Padme back to Naboo.

Obi-wan gives a somewhat troubled look, but, much to Anakin’s surprise, he does not say anything. Padme arrives on the landing area through a door.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

A pleasure to see you again Senator.

PADME AMIDALA

It is good to see you as well, Master Kenobi. Anakin, are you ready to go?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

All your things are on the ship, and the rest of your entourage has already boarded.

C-3PO

Will you be coming with us , sir?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

No, I need to speak to the Council. Good day Senator. May the force be with you Anakin.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

May the force be with you Master Obi-Wan.

Obi-wan leaves through the door. 

PADME AMIDALA

I must contact Senator Organa right away.

Anakin and Padme begin boarding the craft.

C-3PO

Here we go again R2. I feel we will see the entire galaxy with all the traveling we do.

R2-D2

Beeps and whirrs.

SCENE 36 – INTERIOR BAIL ORGANA’S SUITE – CORUSCANT

Bail is here with a few of the other agreeing Senators. An image of Padme flutters on the communications panel.

BAIL ORGANA

Well, at least the Jedi are aware of the situation, and we know we can trust them not to say anything. I have also put forward a motion within the Senate regarding the Chancellor’s right of powers once the conflict with the Corporate Alliance is done.

PADME AMIDALA

Have you had any word from any of the other Senator’s that departed to their home worlds.

BAIL ORGANA

Mon Mothma informed me that she had been successful in contacting the Mon Calimari. She managed to sequester a few ships from them. Unfortunately, most of their Cruisers have already been acquired by the Republic. 

PADME AMIDALA

Very well. I will contact you again once I am preparing to return to Coruscant.

BAIL ORGANA

Be careful Senator.

SCENE 37 – INTERIOR MAIN COUNCIL ROOM – JEDI TEMPLE

Obi-wan has entered the room and is speaking to the Council.

YODA

Dooku was here and detect him we did not. Worse our insight gets.

MACE WINDU

Were you able to divulge what his intentions were while on Coruscant.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

No. I believe he was here meeting with a bounty hunter and one other person, who was passing himself off as a Jedi.

MACE WINDU

A Jedi? I do not believe any of our group would have met in secrecy with Count Dooku.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Neither do I , Master. I was close enough to have felt the presence of another Jedi. It is my beliefs that this person was a fake.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

But to what end?

YODA

Not enough pieces of the puzzle have we seen to make sense of what is happening.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

There is something else. Count Dooku did make statements about meeting his Master here and regarding Master Syfo-Deus and the clones on Kimino.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Master Syfo-deus? What knowledge would Count Dooku be able to afford us about him that we do not already know.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

He alluded to the fact that Master Syfo-Deus being the one that ordered the clone army. He also suggested that there may have been other clones made aside from the ones of the bounty hunter.

MACE WINDU

That would fit with the statements the Kimino’s made to you about Master Syfo-Deus.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Why would Dooku give information willingly to a Jedi?

MACE WINDU

That is as unclear as everything else that has happened. Obi-wan, go back to Kimino and investigate what Dooku said.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

This could very well be a trap. Obi-wan did encounter the bounty hunter Jango Fett there previously.

YODA

Good I believe the intentions of the Kimino are. This information checked out must be. A chance we must take it is. 

MACE WINDU

Report back to us as soon as you have any news. May the force be with you, Master Kenobi.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

May the force be with you all.

SCENE 38 – INTERIOR PADME’S CHAMBERS – NABOO

Anakin and Padme are there with C-3PO and R2-D2. Anakin is preparing to leave.

PADME AMIDALA

I wish you could stay just a little longer. The trip went by way too quick. It always seems that our days together are fleeting.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

The Chancellor will be expecting me, Padme. It would be an insult for me not to be at the celebration he has planned after he personally invited me.

PADME AMIDALA

Please be careful. I have a bad feeling about this event.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You have a lot of bad feelings concerning the Chancellor lately. I wish you would reconsider what you are doing.

PADME AMIDALA

I worry about you being so close to him. I do not want to see you caught in the middle of this.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I know you have only the best intentions, Padme.

PADME AMIDALA

I just want you to come back to me soon.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I promise it won’t be long.

C-3PO

And I shall miss you as well, Master Anakin

R2-D2

Beeps and whirrs

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You take care of Padme for me 3PO.

The two embrace and kiss, and Anakin leaves.

SCENE 39 – EXTERIOR NEAR THE FESTIVAL AREA - SSAR

A clone trooper stands talking to Stize Rober, who is outfitted like a Jedi. They are concealed in shadows in between a small set of buildings. 

STIZE ROBER

I do not feel comfortable with this lightsabre. I do not know how to wield it properly. Are you sure this will look convincing enough?

CLONE TROOPER

You only have to pass for a Jedi. I doubt most people would know the difference.

STIZE ROBER

I hope you are right about this plan. There is an awful large amount of security here.

CLONE TROOPER

We have our orders. Follow them.

STIZE ROBER

And you will have the escape route ready.

CLONE TROOPER

You have my word. Your way out will be waiting for you.

SCENE 40 – EXTERIOR FESTIVAL AREA - SSAR

A large crowd mills about the outdoor area. Clone troopers stand in packs. The Chancellor greets Senators and Diplomats. A band plays nearby. Patrol ships fly overhead. The Chancellor stands near the main podium area, where a long table and chairs are present. The seating area is tiered in front of the podium area.

Pan in on Chancellor Palpatine. Behind him stands his personal guards, some clone troopers, and his Majordomo.

He shakes hands with a few people, thanking them for coming and for their support.

Anakin Skywalker approaches the Chancellor.

PALPATINE

Jedi Skywalker, I am honored that you made it. I was beginning to think I would have to start without one of my most trusted colleagues.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You humble me with your compliments, your excellency. 

PALPATINE

Please, were it not that you were already in the Jedi Order, I would have you working for me.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am getting rather use to being around politicians.

PALPATINE

I’m sure.

Anakin seems unsure on how to take the comment for the moment.

PALPATINE

Allow me to introduce you to a few people. 

Palpatine introduces Anakin to a few of the gathering delegates. The crowd begins to silence as a voice comes over the speakers.

MOS AMEDDA

Everyone, please take your seats.

PALPATINE

I have saved you a seat next to me.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Much appreciated, Chancellor.

Anakin sits in his appointed seat. It takes just a moment for everyone to settle in.

PALPATINE

Senators, Delegates, Supporters, and honored friends of the Republic, I welcome you. We stand at a time of change in our great democracy. Our actions in the past have cost us dearly. Now, on the eve of total and decisive victory over our antagonists, we must learn from these mistakes and move forward. We must embrace the challenges ahead of us. We must evolve into a government that will shape this great Republic of ours into the machine it should be. With the support of . . .

The Chancellor continues to speak. Pan over to the area where Stize Rober and Boba Fett are putting their plan into action.

A thermal detonator lands in the seated crowd. There is some commotion, then it explodes. Pandemonium ensues. People begin running. There are a few scattered shots from clone troopers.

MOS AMEDDA

Protect the Chancellor!

Anakin has already reacted though. He pulls Palpatine behind him and starts to reach for his sabre.  Before he can finish drawing it, Palpatine stops him.

PALPATINE

No, Anakin. I need you to protect me and get me to safety, not to enter the fight.

Anakin seems reluctant, but he begins to push his way through the crowd on the podium stage towards the exit area.

Stize fires random shots in the Chancellor’s direction. They miss the Chancellor by a wide margin, but they do manage to strike a few more Senators and Delegates.

The scene becomes even more chaotic.

Stize, still garbed in the Jedi outfit, turns and runs towards his getaway.

He travels a short distance. The sounds of the crowd can be heard in the distance.

He comes upon a Clone Trooper standing in the way of his route. The troopers blaster is drawn.

STIZE ROBER

Boba?

BOBA FETT

You were suppose to use the lightsabre.

STIZE ROBER

I think I got the point across. Can we just leave. I don’t want to be caught.

BOBA FETT

You won’t be.

Boba shoots down Stize with a single blaster shot. He waits a few seconds until other troopers arrive.

CLONE TROOPER 1

You got him?

BOBA FETT

I watched were he was going, and I cut off his route. Luckily I caught him by surprise. He didn’t even have time to draw his lightsabre.

Boba is totally confident as he speaks, realizing the Clones will not question him since he sounds just like them.

CLONE TROOPER 2

So, it is a Jedi.

CLONE TROOPER 1

Gather up the body. We will need to report this act of treason to Chancellor Palpatine immediately. You will be rewarded for your efforts Trooper.

BOBA FETT

All in the line of duty, Commander. Now, I would like to return to my post.

CLONE TROOPER 1

Very admirable. You are excused.

Boba walks off as the troopers gather up the body and begin moving it. Camera follows Boba as he makes his way back to Slave I – hidden nearby. He removes the clone armor and disintegrates it before entering the ship.

SCENE 41 – INTERIOR PALPATINES SHIP – SSAR

Anakin has assisted the Chancellor aboard. 

PALPATINE

We must leave immediately.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

What of your guards and Majordomo?

PALPATINE

I feel much safer in your company, and it will be necessary to return to Coruscant with the utmost haste. This tragic display must be investigated, but I can show no signs of weakness in public.

Anakin moves quickly to a seat at the ships controls. He begins take off procedures.

PALPATINE

I am confident, based on your previous performance, that handling this craft will not present a problem to you.

The Chancellor sits down at the co-pilots seat.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

There is no one better. Are you sure you would not prefer to sit in the back?

PALPATINE

I would prefer to sit in your company, my trusted friend.

SCENE 42 – EXTERIOR PALPATINE’S SHIP – SSAR

The ship lifts into the air, then blasts towards the night sky. The camera pans back to the festival grounds where the clone troopers are enforce. They are tending to the injured and regaining control of the crowd.

SCENE 43 – EXTERIOR LANDING AREA – KIMINO

Obi-wans Jedi fighter closes in on the Kimino’s city. He reaches the landing platform and touches down. It is raining very hard. He exits the craft and runs towards the doors.

SCENE 44 – INTERIOR ENTRANCE AREA – KIMINO

Tawn-wi and another Kimino official greet Obi-Wan as he enters the door.

TAWN-WI

It is an honor to see you again, Master Kenobi. We always welcome your kind, even in short notice.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

It is good to see you again as well.

TAWN-WI

How may we be of service to you, Master Jedi? Is there a problem with the clones we have supplied?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

No. They have performed better than anyone could have expected. 

TAWN-WI

Wonderful. It pleases us so to hear that our work – our creations – have succeeded where they were needed.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I am here because I hope you might be able to assist me with a cloning situation of a different sort.

TAWN-WI

Would you like to be cloned, Master Jedi?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Oh no. But, would it be possible to clone a Jedi?

TAWN-WI

Of course.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

And the clone would retain control of the force?

TAWN-WI

Yes. However, there is some question as to quirks in that type of model.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Quirks? How do you mean?

TAWN-WI

The force is not some entity that can be duplicated. It is unique. It is possible that the clone would be somewhat unstable in trying to handle that sort of power.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Fascinating. Did Master Syfo-Deus have you attempt to make a clone of him?

TAWN-WI

No, he did not.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

(looks discouraged by the answer; he talks more to himself than those around him)

Drat. I really thought that might be it.

TAWN-WI

He did have us clone someone else though.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

The bounty hunter, Jango Fett. Yes, I know. Remember, I met him last time I was here.

TAWN-WI

No, Master Jedi. Someone other than Jango.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

He did? Why did you not mention this before?

TAWN-WI

He had asked us not to speak of it. As a matter of fact, he had us sworn to secrecy. He said it was for the good of the Republic. And we pride ourselves on being loyal to our customers.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Of course. A commendable trait.

TAWN-WI

Thank you. Since he has died, though, and your Master has assumed control of his order, I see no reason why we cannot divulge the information to you.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

And precisely whom did he have cloned?

TAWN-WI

A young politician from the Naboo system named Palpatine.

Obi-wan stands gape jawed. The pieces of the puzzle beginning to take shape in his mind.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

This clone, it was living?

TAWN-WI

No. It was only a replicant. It was not designed to live on it’s own.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

What use would it be in that state?

TAWN-WI

Of that I am not sure. He was very specific on his instructions, though.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Is the clone still here?

TAWN-WI

No, Master Jedi. It was allowed to leave on it’s own accord shortly after Master Syfo-Deus departed from our planet.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I thought you said it was not living.

TAWN-WI

It was not when we created it. Master Syfo-Deus only assured us that he had important plans for the clone. He gave strict orders that, should it show signs of life, it would be allowed to leave. Thus, when it came to life, we followed his guidelines. Pleasing our clients is the highest priority.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Thank you so much. I must contact my Master. Excuse me.

Obi-wan runs off down the hall – back towards the landing area.

SCENE 45 – INTERIOR QUEENS MEETING ROOM – NABOO

Padme is meeting with the officials from Naboo. Present are the Naboo Council, the Queen, Captain Typho, Padme, C-3PO, R2-D2 and Jar Jar.

NABOO COUNSIL MEMBER

The problem, Senator Padme, is that things are not that much different than before. We do not have the resources to stage an overthrow. 

CAPTAIN TYPHO

He’s right, my lady. Our forces are moderate at best.

PADME AMIDALA

We need only have enough to add to what the other Senators would supply. It is a combined force that we are looking at. Naboo would not be fighting entirely by itself.

NABOO COUNSIL MEMBER

Even so, to go against the forces of the Republic would be suicide. How could we fare any better than the Commerce Guild?

PADME AMIDALA

Standing by and doing nothing would be worse.

NABOO QUEEN

We still have diplomacy to hold our hopes onto.

PADME AMIDALA

Yes, we do, my Queen. But, should that fail….

NABOO QUEEN

Then your group of Senators would have the full support of Naboo. I agree that our system must be part of a government that is run by a true representative body. We cannot tolerate a dictatorship. It places too much power in the hands of one person, and if that person’s motives are as devious as you are being lead to think…

CAPTAIN TYPHO

You do realize that if this were to happen, we would no longer be the ones drawing sympathy from the Senate. We would be the enemy.

PADME AMIDALA

I feel it is a risk worth taking to ensure freedom. What position do the Gunguns hold on this, Senator Binks?

JAR-JAR BINKS

I hassa spoken wissa Bossa Nass, and heesa agreesa with yousa. Yousa hassa our support.

PADME AMIDAL

Fantastic. I shall contact Senator Organa and notify him of our decision.

SCENE 46 – INTERIOR PALPATINE’S SHIP – SPACE

Anakin sits at the pilot’s controls. Palpatine still sits in the co-pilots seat next to him.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

We should be arriving at Coruscant very shortly, Chancellor.

PALPATINE

Exceptional. I am sure you are anxious to return to your Jedi duties.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am not sure quite yet what that will be. I have other places I would much rather be than Coruscant.

PALPATINE

You seem fixated young Jedi.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I have things that are special to me.

PALPATINE

More special than your oaths to the Jedi Order?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I did not say that.

PALPATINE

You do not have to my young friend, and why should you be forced to not have interests of your own. I do not believe that is a bad thing. We must all have our own goals and agendas. It gives us purpose.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

It’s my purpose that seems the most troublesome to me.

PALPATINE

Then perhaps we can get you focused on a more rewarding effort, one that better suites your greatness.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I wish that were possible sometimes.

A voice comes over the com, interrupting the conversation.

MOS AMEDDA

Chancellor, we have the results of our investigation for you.

PALPATINE

Excellent, Majordomo. What have you concluded?

MOS AMEDDA

The attacker was indeed a Jedi.

PALPATINE

This is most horrific. Thank you for your prompt resourcefulness.

The com goes off, and there is a moment of silence.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

That is impossible.

PALPATINE

Unfortunately, my friend, it appears it is not.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

The Jedi would never have attempted such a thing. Why would they?

PALPATINE

There may be more truth to this than you are aware of. I am reluctant in telling you this. It has come to my attention that there is dissention within the Republic. A group Senators has been plotting my demise. They do not agree with the way the actions of the Commerce Guild have been handled, and apparently they want the control, that I have been given, for themselves. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

That does not explain why the Jedi would be involved.

PALPATINE

Your Order has lost many of it’s kind, my friend. Perhaps they see this as a chance to regain their former stature. Perhaps they feel threatened by someone having more influence than they. Or perhaps they have been in league with Count Dooku all along. They may have used the war as an excuse to thin their ranks of those they knew would not follow their ideals.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I would have known if that were true.

PALPATINE

Would you? Do you think they would have divulged such a plan to someone so close to myself. They would have known that I could trust you to have informed me. I can trust you, can’t I?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Of course, but I . . .

PALPATINE

You are in disbelief. You find it hard to believe that you could have been mislead by those you trusted. Yet, have they not mislead you before?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER (his anger is building)

They are my friends. The people you talk of are people I care for.

PALPATINE

People like your Mother.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I loved my Mother. I did my best to save her.

PALPATINE

Of course you did, but I cannot help to think that you could have done more had they not held you back. If you had been allowed to explore your nightmares. If you had been allowed to explore your capabilities to their fullest. If you had been allowed to go to her. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I did all I could!

PALPATINE

No! You did all that they allowed you to do, and in the end their actions kept you right where they wanted you. They kept you where they could control you.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Why would they try to control me?

PALPATINE

They fear you. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

My friends would not use me. The ones I love would not lie to me!

PALPATINE

Your anger is making you powerful. That is the power they fear. They fear what is stronger than they are. They want that power for themselves. People like that fear people like us, the people who have the power. In time you will find out what I have known, that the ones you believe are the ones that will turn on you. I will leave that lesson to you to be learned, and when it happens, you must know that you will have me to come to.

Anakin sits, trying to fight the anger built up within him.

SCENE 47 – EXTERIOR JEDI FIGHTER AT LANDING PLATFORM – KIMINO

Obi-wan stands in the rain, trying frantically to get the long range communicator working

OBI-WAN KENOBI

There must be a reason we cannot contact the Jedi on Coruscant. Are you sure this thing is working properly?

R4-D4

Beeps and whirrs

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Then it has to be something else. Keep checking.

R4-D4

Beeps and whirrs

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Why would someone be blocking communications to the Jedi Temple? And who would know we are here?

R4-D4

Beeps and whirrs

OBI-WAN KENOBI

We don’t have time to get back to Coruscant. They need this information now. Keep trying R4. 

SCENE 48 – INTERIOR HALL OUTSIDE PALPATINE’S SUITE – CORUSCANT

Anakin and Palpatine are in the hall outside the Chancellor’s main suite.

PALPATINE

I must speak to the Senate about this catastrophe. These actions must not go unanswered.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I must speak to the Jedi.

PALPATINE

Are you sure that is a wise idea? You could be walking into a trap. Your association with me has surely compromised their necessity for you or your skills. You are a threat to them. Perhaps you should act on your own for once.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I must find out from them for myself.

PALPATINE

Very well, my friend. Please allow me one favor. If you would, keep watch for me outside my doorway until I have finished contacting those I can trust. Your presence would be enough to dissuade any further attempts on my life. It will only take a moment, I assure you.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Very well. As soon as you are done, I will need to leave. You have to understand, it is not that I do not trust you. There are questions I need answered from the people close to me.

PALPATINE

Of course.

Palpatine enters the room and the door closes behind him.

SCENE 49 – INTERIOR MEETING ROOM – NABOO

Padme is speaking to Captain Typho and a Naboo Council Member. A message arrives from Bail Organa.

PADME AMIDALA

I have notified Mon Mothma with the information about our resources.

NABOO COUNCIL MEMBER

Very well then. Let us hope that Senator Organa’s motion makes some headway.

PADME AMIDALA

For all of our sakes.

A beep sounds.

CAPTAIN TYPHO

We have a transmission coming in from Senator Organa.

PADME AMIDALA

Put him through.

An image of Bail Organa appears.

PADME AMIDALA

Senator Organa, this is unexpected. 

BAIL ORGANA

I have some unfortunate news. An assassination attempt was made on Chancellor Palpatine’s life at the Ssar Festival.

PADME AMIDALA

By who?

BAIL ORGANA

I’m not sure yet. 

PADME AMIDALA

Is the Chancellor okay?

BAIL ORGANA

Yes, and he has called an emergency session of the Senate. It’s closed door, so only Senators may attend. This could not have come at a worse time. My motion will now be postponed, and the Chancellor will draw a large sympathy vote as well. It will make our actions even more complicated in the political arena.

PADME AMIDALA

I can return to Coruscant immediately. Perhaps together we can push the issue.

BAIL ORGANA

Given what has transpired, and the previous attempts on your life, it would probably be best if you remained there for a short while longer. I will do what I can.

PADME AMIDALA

Be careful.

The image of Bail Organa vanishes.

NABOO COUNCIL MEMBER

Now what?

PADME AMIDALA

Now we do more of the worst. We sit and wait.

SCENE 50 – EXTERIOR SEPERATIST’S DESTROYER – SPACE

Camera pans in from space to the remains of the Independent Systems main fleet. Slow pan into the lead Destroyer.

SCENE 51 – INTERIOR COUNT DOOKU’S ROOM – DESTROYER

Count Dooku sits in a trance like state in a partially darkened room. His com console indicates a transmission.

Dooku seems to instantly awake. He makes a hand gesture, and the com switch is toggled on. A holo-image of Darth Sidious appears. 

COUNT DOOKU

Yes, my Master.

DARTH SIDIOUS

Why are you not on Coruscant as I ordered?

COUNT DOOKU

Forgive me, my Master. I had an encounter with Obi-Wan Kenobi there. I felt it was no longer safe to remain. I am with the Commerce Guild’s forces as we speak.

DARTH SIDIOUS

All for the better. It is time to take care of that matter I mentioned. I want you to remove Senator Amidala. Her activities could cause more trouble than what we need. Do you have a remote location that you could hold her at?

COUNT DOOKU

Would it be better if I just eliminated her, my Master.

DARTH SIDIOUS

Not yet, Lord Tyrannus. For the moment I need her alive.

COUNT DOOKU

There is an old Sith Temple on the planet of Dagobah. It is long since uninhabited and far enough removed that the Jedi will not think to look for her there.

DARTH SIDIOUS

That will do fine. Proceed to Naboo right away. I need her taken before she can return here. 

COUNT DOOKU

Yes, my Master.

SCENE 52 – INTERIOR PADME’S SUITE – NABOO

Padme is walking about the room impatiently. C-3PO, R2-D2 and Nuda are there with her.

NUDA

Really, my lady, you should try to calm yourself.

PADME AMIDALA

I cannot stand all this waiting around. I should be on Coruscant where I am needed. Bail cannot fight the Senate alone on this issue. He will need strong supporters. 

NUDA

Is that all that is bothering you, Senator?

PADME AMIDALA

I worry for Anakin. He was going to the Ssar Festival as a personal guest of  Chancellor Palpatine. I have not heard from him since. I fear something terrible has happened.

C-3PO

I am sure Master Anakin is alright. He is very capable of taking care of himself.

PADME AMIDALA

I wonder.

Padme suddenly has to stop and lean on a counter. She holds her hand up to her forehead.

NUDA

Are you okay, my lady?

PADME AMIDALA

It’s passing. I have not felt well today. It’s probably just the stress. If you don’t mind, I would like a moment alone Nuda.

NUDA

Yes, my lady.

SCENE 53 – INTERIOR PALPATINE’S PERSONAL SUITE – CORUSCANT

The door to Palpatine’s suite opens. Anakin waits impatiently outside.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

If you are finished, Chancellor, I will be on my way.

PALPATINE

I have some very troublesome news, my young Jedi. It would be within your best interest to hear it before you leave.

Anakin follows Palpatine into the Suite.

PALPATINE

I have received word from my sources that this deception has taken a far worse turn. Senator Amidala has been abducted.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

What? By who?

PALPATINE

I have it on good authority that it was Count Dooku himself.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

How can that be? I just escorted her back to Naboo myself.

PALPATINE

Was there anyone else who was aware of where she was being taken?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Only…..

Anakin’s words trail off. His anger and astonishment shows on his face.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

...it can’t be.

PALPATINE

He has taken her to a remote planet called Dagobah.  I shall send a detachment there to retrieve her immediately.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No. I will go get her. This time I will not fail.

PALPATINE

As you wish, Jedi Skywalker. I am sure you know what actions are in your best interest.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Thank you Chancellor.

PALPATINE

Please, take my personal ship.

Anakin runs out of the room, leaving a smiling Chancellor behind.

SCENE 54 – EXTERIOR LANDING PLATFORM – NABOO

Padme is outside of her ship on the landing platform. It is night. Captain Typho and Nuda accompany her.

CAPTAIN TYPHO

Senator Organa made it clear that we should stay here until it was safe.

PADME AMIDALA

Which is exactly why I am going. Bail would not ask for help, even if he knew he needed it. I have to be where I can make a difference. He will need me.

CAPTAIN TYPHO

Are you sure that is the only reason you are leaving?

PADME AMIDALA

Bail needs my help…….and I need to find Anakin. 

CAPTAIN TYPHO

I knew it. You would put yourself in danger to satisfy your own personal needs.

PADME AMIDALA

You do not understand how important his is, Captain. Now, you will follow my orders and leave with me, or you will find yourself parking shuttles outside the Queens Temple.

There is a moment of silence.

CAPTAIN TYPHO

I am sorry, my lady. Please accept my apologies.

Camera pans around to show the full front view of the three standing outside the ship. There is now a full view of the area leading to the platform entrance behind them. Out of the shadows walks a lone figure.

COUNT DOOKU

You should accept the apology. That was quite nasty of you, Senator.

The group spins around to see Count Dooku approaching them. 

PADME AMIDALA

Dooku!

All three begin to react, drawing their blasters. With one hand Dooku deflects the incoming laser fire. With the other he uses the force to pull the blasters from their grasp. He tosses the blasters harmlessly aside. All three are temporarily stunned.

COUNT DOOKU

Really, is that anyway to treat a guest of my stature?

Nuda charges forward.

PADME AMIDALA

No, Nuda, wait!

Count Dooku waves his hand. Nuda goes flying into the side of Padme’s ship. She falls to the ground unconscious.

Captain Typho follows next. With a squeeze of Dooku’s fingers, and a lifting of his arm, Typho is pulled up off the ground by at least a foot. He is grasping frantically at his throat, and he is making choking sounds.

COUNT DOOKU

How loyal. I’m impressed. Good help is so hard to find these days, Senator.

PADME AMIDALA

Put him down.

COUNT DOOKU

As you wish.

There is a final cracking / gargling sound and Typho is dropped to the platform. 

PADME AMIDALA

No!

She kneels down, only to find that Captain Typho is dead.

PADME AMIDALA

You monster! What do you want?

COUNT DOOKU

Why, you of course. Now, I do hope you will cooperate?

SCENE 55 – EXTERIOR LANDING PAD – KIMINO

Obi-Wan continues to work with his R4 to find a way to contact the other Jedi. He is soaking wet from the rain. 

OBI-WAN KENOBI

This is preposterous. We cannot get a signal through to any Jedi anywhere. If someone is intentionally trying to stall us they’ve done a perfect job. 

R4-D4

Beeps and whirrs

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Maybe we can reach Anakin. Try his ship.

R4-D4

Beeps and whirrs.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Perhaps he traveled with the Chancellor. It may be risky, but try Palpatine’s ship.

The voice on the other end is instantly recognizable as Anakin’s. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin, it’s me. Where are you?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I’m on my way to rescue Padme.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Who has her?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Dooku. He has her on a planet called Dagobah. I’m going to get her back.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

How do you know this?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Chancellor Palpatine told me. I’ve got to stop Dooku before he kills her.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Listen to me Anakin…

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No, listen to me. I’m going to get her. I will not let her be harmed. 

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin, we need to contact Master Yoda. You won’t be able to take him alone.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I will not wait. Stay out of this!

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I’m on my way. Don’t engage him until I arrive. Anakin… Anakin… R4, power up the thrusters. 

SCENE 56 – INTERIOR JEDI ROOM – JEDI TEMPLE

Mace walks in as Yoda sits meditating.

YODA

Master Windu, any news have you from Obi-Wan?

MACE WINDU

None. Something has happened, and I don’t like the feel of it.

YODA

Indeed, much turmoil do I sense.

MACE WINDU

There was an attempt on Chancellor Palpatine’s life. He has called a closed meeting of the Senate. I asked that we attend, but I was denied.

YODA

Strange that is.

MACE WINDU

I sense large tremors in the force. Something big is about to happen.

YODA

Unfolding is the dark. See soon we will the plans of the Sith. Come of this no good can.

SCENE 57 – INTERIOR SENATE MEETING AREA – CORUSCANT

Palpatine and his aids stand on the Chancellors podium in the middle of the Senate Chambers. The Senate is a little over half full.

MOS AMEDDA

Order! Order! The Chancellor is ready to speak.

PALPATINE

Senators, a blight has appeared upon the face of the Republic. As you are aware, an attempt was made upon my life on the planet Ssar. Although I managed to escape, the lives of many Delegates were lost. Upon investigation of this despicable deed, I have found that an evil within our own Republic is responsible. A group of our own Senators acting with the Jedi sought to take control of our Government. 

A disc containing Bail Organa and another Delegate from Alderaan floats up.

BAIL ORGANA

This is preposterous. The Jedi have been the protectors of this great Republic. Why would they conspire against their own people?

MOS AMEDDA

The Chair from Alderaan has not been recognized. You will take your place until you are allowed to speak.

BAIL ORGANA

Where is your proof?

PALPATINE

I have here the lightsabre that was retrieved from the perpetrator. We also have a large gathering of witnesses and our own internal sources.

BAIL ORGANA

Has anyone spoken to the Jedi about this?

PALPATINE

I know this is hard to hear. However, we must hold strong. We cannot tolerate any such uprising when we are so close to peace.

The Senate erupts in pro-Palpatine clammer.

BAIL ORGANA

I would like it shown that I am against this movement. We have not had a full senatorial investigation or a trial yet to determine if what you are saying is correct.

MOS AMEDDA

Your Motion is noted. Now, you will allow the Chancellor to finish speaking, or you will be expelled.

Antagonistic yells erupt from the Senate against Bail. His disc backs away.

PALPATINE

I move to have those traitors within the Senate disbarred from their Chairs and sentenced to imprisonment for treason.

The Senate erupts in support of Palpatine.

PALPATINE

I also move that the remaining Jedi should be detained and disbanded. 

Again there is a supportive roar.

MOS AMEDDA 

Let the record show that the majority of the Senate has voted for Chancellor Palpatine’s motion.

PALPATINE

Friends and Delegates, we have overcome our enemies. Now, we cannot let anything stand in the way of our new order. We must set an example for anyone who wishes to try to stop us. This Republic is great once again. It shall loom like an empire over any foe that dares oppose us.

Again there is a supportive roar.

SCENE 58 – EXTERIOR LANDING PLATFORM – NABOO

C-3PO and R2-D2 are moving through the door leading to the platform where Padme was to be lifting off form.

C-3PO

Are you sure this is the right platform R2?

R2-D2

Beeps and whirrs

C-3PO

She told you the platform number right after you helped her with her test. What test? The only test you need is one on your malfunctioning circuits.

R2-D2

Beeps and whirrs

C-3PO comes into view of the bodies of Nuda and Typho.

C-3PO

My word. What has happened here? Where is the Senator?

R2-D2

Beeps and whirrs

C-3PO

Yes, R2, notify security immediately.

SCENE 59 – INTERIOR JEDI STARFIGHTER – DAGOBAH

Pan in on Obi-wan’s ship approaching the planet. 

OBI-WAN KENOBI

R4, run a scan for lifeforms.

R4-D4

Beeps and whirrs

OBI-WAN KENOBI

3 people found. Not very populated, is it? One of them must be Anakin. Prepare for landing near Palpatine’s ship.

R4-D4

Beeps and whirrs

Camera pans out as the ship enters Dagobah’s dense atmosphere.

SCENE 60 – OUTSIDE SITH TEMPLE – DAGOBAH

Anakin walks toward the heavily vine covered temple. It is in bad disarray. There is some light coming through the main opening.Anakin makes his way through the overgrowth and into the doorway. His sabre is drawn.

SCENE 61 – INSIDE SITH TEMPLE – DAGOBAH

Anakin enters the main room to find Padme bound by the wrists to a bolt in the wall. 

PADME AMIDALA

Anakin!

Anakin runs towards her and ignites his sabre. He cuts her bonds loose.

PADME AMIDALA

We have to get out of here.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Where is Dooku?

PADME AMIDALA

He wandered off down one of the corridors. I haven’t seen him since.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I’ll go after him. You wait here.

PADME AMIDALA

Anakin, I don’t think you should.

From one of the two corridors leading away from the main chamber there is seen a red glow. The image of Count Dooku slowly begins to appear from the darkness.

COUNT DOOKU

Jedi Skywalker.

Anakin faces Dooku and poises his sabre for battle.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

This is the last time I will let you hurt anyone, Dooku.

COUNT DOOKU

I do not know how you located me, but I assure you I will not be the one you prove yourself against, boy. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Once I bring you down, I will have nothing else to prove.

Anakin lashes out at Dooku. The two begin an intense sabre duel within the chamber. The glow of the two lightsabres flickers through the darkness and off the walls.

COUNT DOOKU

Very foolish of you, young Jedi. You know you cannot defeat me.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

That’s where you are wrong.

They strike hard at one another.

COUNT DOOKU

I wonder, did the Chancellor send you? Have you been played for the fool that you are?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

We will see who the foolish one is by the time this battle has ended.

COUNT DOOKU

Put aside your feelings. Join me. All that has been promised to you, I will help you bring about. I will show you power you have not even begun to imagine.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am not here to join you, Dooku.

COUNT DOOKU

You are great. The Sith Master has seen this, or he would not have sent you here to destroy me.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Your lies will do you know good. I have come to rescue Padme.

COUNT DOOKU

No, you came because you are falling prey to the dark side.

The strikes from the two Jedi grow more intense and feverish.

COUNT DOOKU

I sense the anger that has grown inside you, making you powerful. You have already started growing accustomed to it’s feel.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No!

COUNT DOOKU

He wants you for himself. He wants you to replace me, but together you and I could destroy him and take our rightful places.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I came for Padme, and I will not fail.

COUNT DOOKU

You have already failed.

Dooku starts to gain the upperhand. He slowly maneuvers Anakin into position for a final blow.

SCENE 62 – EXTERIOR JEDI FIGHTER – DAGOBAH

Obi-wan exits his ship, which is parked next to Palpatine’s vessel.  He takes a small metallic item from his belt and throws it onto the Chancellor’s ship. He then glances around , removes his sabre, and heads in the direction of the Sith Temple.

SCENE 63 – INTERIOR SITH TEMPLE – DAGOBAH

Dooku and Anakin continue their struggle. Anakin appears to be weakening.

COUNT DOOKU

This is your last chance, boy; join me or die.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I will rather die than be like you.

COUNT DOOKU

Oh, but you are already very much like me, aren’t you.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No!

COUNT DOOKU

Whether you admit it or not, your loyalties already belong to the Sith.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You’re wrong!

COUNT DOOKU

Am I? Well, it won’t matter soon. 

The two lock sabers. Dooku clearly has Anakin finished.

COUNT DOOKU

Soon you will be dead.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No.

COUNT DOOKU

Then I think I will kill the rest of the Jedi…

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No!

COUNT DOOKU

…but not before I finish off your lovely Padme.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No! No! Nooo!

Anakin’s rage engulfs him. He surges forward with renewed power. Dooku is caught totally off guard. Anakin backs him up and continues to hammer away.

Slowly Anakin begins to overcome Dooku. Finally, in blinding speed and power, Anakin slices off Dooku’s arm. Dooku falls to the ground, trying to breath. He holds his hand up towards Anakin in a pleading fashion.

Anakin has become too blind by his rage to stop. It explodes inside him.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Aaahhhh…..

With one final swing the battle is over. Anakin stands over Dooku staring down.

PADME AMIDALA

Anakin, what have you done?

Anakin turns to face her. Padme, scared backs up but hits the wall.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I have done what no other Jedi could do. I have beaten the Sith.

PADME AMIDALA

Ani, what is happening to you?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am fulfilling my destiny. I will be the most powerful Jedi ever. I will not fail again.

PADME AMIDALA

Anakin, you’re scaring me.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I came here to rescue you, my love.

PADME AMIDALA

And who will rescue you, Anakin?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

What do you mean, my wife?

PADME AMIDAL

You should contact Obi-wan, Anakin. You need his help.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Obi-wan? Like he helped take me away from my Mother. Like he helped keep me from going to her when I know I could have saved her. Like he helped hold me back from becoming a Jedi when I was ready. Like he tried to take away the one person who has stood behind me.

PADME AMIDALA

Nobody’s trying to take anything away from you, Anakin, least of all Obi-wan. He knows what is best for you.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You lied to me, didn’t you? You and he are in this together.

PADME AMIDALA

Please stop this Anakin. Can’t you see what is happening? You’re changing.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

No, you are the one that’s changing. You’re just like the rest of them. You resent me. You’re trying to hold me back.

PADME AMIDALA

Anakin, I love you.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I need to leave and return to the Chancellor. Come with me Padme. We can still have our life together.

PADME AMIDAL

I cannot do that Anakin, and you should not either.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am making my own choices now.

PADME AMIDALA

Oh Ani.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Come with me Padme.

Anakin stretches out his hand, while the other holds his lightsabre. There is a moment of silence.

PADME AMIDALA

I can’t. I know you’re hurting Ani. Let us help you.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I see you have chosen to stand with them against me. So be it.

Anakin turns off his sabre. He begins to walk away.

PADME AMIDALA

It doesn’t have to be like this Anakin.

Anakin pauses and looks back over his shoulder.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I trusted you, and you broke that trust. You took my love from me. Then you betrayed it. I do not need your pity.

Anakin walks away.

Padme picks up the lightsabre.

Padme begins to cry. She waits for a moment, then wanders out of the temple. She makes her way through the brush. In the distance she sees someone.

PADME AMIDALA

Ani, is that you?

She runs forward and discovers it is Obi-Wan.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Where is Anakin?

Padme falls into his arms crying.

PADME AMIDALA

Oh Obi-wan…..

SCENE 64 – INTERIOR PALPATINE’S SHIP – COCKPIT

Anakin is speaking through the com to Palpatine.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes Chancellor, I am on my way back to Coruscant.

PALPATINE

I am pleased to hear that you have survived your journey. Indeed you are powerful. I would like you to change your destination. Meet me on the planet Had Abaddon. I have something to show you.

SCENE 65 – EXTERIOR JEDI STARFIGHTER – DAGOBAH

Obi-wan is having R4 fire up the thrusters. He and Padme are preparing to leave.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin must have intentionally hid himself from me on the way back to his vessel, because it was right here.

PADME AMIDALA

I do not understand what has happened. Anakin could be so kind and gentle. How could he become someone so destructive.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

He is becoming consumed by his anger and fear. He is becoming consumed by the Dark side of the force.

PADME AMIDALA

Isn’t there any hope left for him?

A sudden familiar voice surprises the two.

QUI-GON JIN

There is always hope.

A ghost like figure walks out of the forest and up to the pair.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Qui-gon. But how? I watched you die.

QUI-GON JIN

Yes, you did my old apprentice. Now I am part of the living force. When I was struck down, I become more powerful than I could have ever imagined.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

But how can we still communicate with you?

QUI-GON JIN

I have used the force to attach myself to you, but I do not have much time left before that ability is gone. Afterwards my spirit will be freed by the force.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Can teach me this?

QUI-GON JIN

You will know how when it is your time. Right now we have more important matters.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin. You were so sure he was the one, but it seems that is not possible. He is turning to the dark side of the force. He couldn’t possibly be the one that will bring balance.

QUI-GON JIN

That depends on your point of view.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

My point of view?

QUI-GON JIN

You will find that a lot of things that happen in life depend on your point of view. There is still hope within young Skywalker. However, to fulfill the prophecy does not mean that he himself must bring the balance directly. 

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I’m afraid I do not follow.

QUI-GON JIN

He could still fulfill his destiny, even inadvertently. Perhaps even through other people.

He glances at Padme.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Through Padme?

PADME AMIDALA

I’m pregnant with Anakin’s child.

There is a look of utter shock on Obi-wan’s face.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

We have to leave right now.

They begin boarding the craft.

QUI-GON JIN

Obi-wan, you need to confront Anakin. You must try to bring him back.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

And if he will not.

QUI-GON JIN

Then you must destroy him. Padme must be kept safe.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I understand.

QUI-GON JIN

May the force be with you, my old friend.

SCENE 66 – INTERIOR STARCRUISER – BRIDGE

Mon Mothma is speaking to a holo-image of Bail Organa. Through the windows on the bridge we can see an assortment of different styles of ships. 

BAIL ORGANA

Senator Mothma, how has the move of the Mon Calimari ships been?

MON MOTHMA

The trip went without incident, Bail. I do not believe there was any detection of our travel here to Corellia. We have banded with the forces that the other systems could spare. I do not think it will be enough to engage the Republic’s fleet with any success, though. We need to continue to press the issue politically and hope it has a positive outcome.

BAIL ORGANA

The time for that may have passed. Chancellor Palpatine may be on to us. I was just in the closed Senate meeting. He blamed a group of dissenting Senators for treason against the Republic.

MON MOTHMA

Then we have become outcasts.

BAIL ORGANA

Yes, I am preparing to leave as we speak, and it gets worse. He blames the Jedi for the attempt on his life. His proof was circumstantial at best.  I have no doubts now that he is moving for complete control of the Republic. Pinpointing the Jedi would be his best strategic move, since they would be his most powerful opposition. Our worst fears are being realized.

MON MOTHMA

Have you contacted Senator Amidala?

BAIL ORGANA

I tried to, however her fellow Council members on Naboo informed me she was missing. Her droids found the bodies of her entourage on the landing platform where her ship was.

MON MOTHMA

Our list of allies grows weak. I will contact the other Senators in our allegiance. 

BAIL ORGANA

I am going to the Jedi Temple to inform the Master Jedi of what has transpired. Their lives could be in danger.

MON MOTHMA

May the force be with you, Bail.

Mon shifts her gaze to the small fleet outside the window. The camera pans out to show the ships in orbit near Corellia. Smaller fighters zip in and out of the larger ships. A number of converted small cargo ships, like the Millennium Falcon, can be seen.

SCENE 67 – EXTERIOR LANDING AREA AT SITH TEMPLE – HAD ABADDON

Anakin lands the ship and exits. He walks slowly taking in the structure in front of him. The figure of Palpatine awaits at the top of the stone steps nearby. Beside Palpatine are his loyal guards.

The planet itself seems to be one massive volcano. All around the temple, which is housed partially in the side of one of the larger volcanoes, are fissures and pools of molten lava. The heat is immense.

Anakin makes his way up the steps to where Palpatine awaits. 

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

It is good to see you, my friend. I commend you on your victory over Count Dooku. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You were right. 

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Now that you have felt your potential, do you understand your destiny.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I do.

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Are you ready then to fulfill that destiny and take a place at my side, trusted friend.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am.

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Come then, I have some things that you will need before our plans unfold.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Does this have something to do with the Republic fleet in orbit above us?

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Very perceptive. They are a part of my plan to rid the Republic of those who oppose us. I have learned the position of the Independent Systems remaining ships. Soon they will come to us, and we will have an opportunity to destroy them once and for all. They will not be alone, though. The Jedi will come with them. That is when I will need you the most. Only with your skills can the Jedi be eliminated. If they win, all that I have struggled to build in this grand empire will be torn apart.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

And you know these things will happen?

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Everything has happened as I have foreseen it.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You have that kind of power?

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

There is power all around us, my pupil. This place, itself, is a place of great power, and because of that, it is a place the Jedi fear. It is much like yourself. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

And you will teach me this power?

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Together we shall complete your training, and the power you feel around you will be yours to control. First, though, we have matters to see to.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

What would you have me do?

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

You will proceed to the lead Cruiser. I have work for you there. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I am honored to learn from you, Chancellor.

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

There is one more item in our plan that we must discuss before you leave.

Anakin bows slightly to Palpatine.

PALPATINE DARTH SIDIOUS

I look forward to being your new Master, my apprentice.

SCENE 71 –  EXTERIOR JEDI TEMPLE – CORUSCANT

Obi-wan and Padme are landing on one of the platforms. Obi-wan exits the ship and reaches up to help her down.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

We must hurry. We don’t have much time…

SCENE 72 – INTERIOR BRIDGE – REPUBLIC CRUISER

Captain Pohtvei and Admiral Tarkin are talking to each other. Many ships can be seen outside the main window.

CAPTAIN POHTVEI

All ships have been positioned as the Chancellor requested, Admiral.

ADMIRAL TARKIN

Good work Captain.  

The sound of a door opening and closing is heard. Tarkin peers behind him to see Anakin approaching. 

ADMIRAL TARKIN

Ah, Master Skywalker. The Chancellor advised us you would be arriving. I hope you will find everything to your liking.

Anakin grins at the respect he is given from the Admiral.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I shall inspect the fighters myself, per my Master’s orders. I will make sure all is ready for combat. We will not fail, I promise you.

SCENE 73 – INTERIOR JEDI COUNCIL ROOM – CORUSCANT

The Master Jedi are here. Obi-wan and Padme have arrived and are just entering the room.

YODA

Worried we were about you, Master Kenobi, when reach you we could not.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

All transmission between the Jedi are being blocked.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Why would our transmissions be jammed?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I believe it is the doings of the Chancellor, Master.

MACE WINDU

The Chancellor?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

When I was on Kimino I learned that Master Syfo-Deus had also ordered the cloning of Palpatine when he was but a delegate from Naboo. 

MACE WINDU

Why would he do this? And what part would cloning Senator Palpatine have to play in this?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I do not think Master Syfo-Deus died in defense of the Jedi Order, Master. Given what I have learned, I think he had turned to the dark side. He ordered the cloning of Palpatine in order to take over the Republic.

KI-ADI MUNDI

So what Count Dooku had said held some truth. How would Master Syfo-Deus control this clone, though, if he himself died?

YODA

Possessed the clone he has. Used the dark side to take it over.

MACE WINDU

How is that possible?

YODA

Many powers possess the dark side that we do not condone.

The door to the council chambers opens and Bail Organa walks in.

BAIL ORGANA

Master Jedi. I am sorry to disturb you, but I must be allowed to speak.

MACE WINDU

Senator Organa, you seem troubled.

BAIL ORGANA

Chancellor Palpatine has blamed the Jedi for the attempt on his life. In the Senate meeting he ordered the detention of all Jedi. You have been labeled as traitors to the Republic. I tried to fight his motion, but the Senate supported it unanimously.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Then what Obi-wan has said is true. The Chancellor is the Lord of the Sith. He has control of the entire Senate.

BAIL ORGANA

Troops have already been ordered to secure the Jedi Temple. They have almost finished gathering their forces. My resources have informed me that Palpatine himself has left for his personal command center. He has a large amount of Republican ships on their way to Kessel to finish off the Commerce Guild. Can you stop them and remove Palpatine from control?

MACE WINDU

We do not have enough Jedi to form a front against his troops. We will need all remaining Jedi in order to formulate another plan.

YODA

Too late we were in unraveling this mystery. Already in control is the Dark Side. Grim our situation has become.

MACE WINDU

Master Kenobi, where is Jedi Skywalker?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

He destroyed Dooku on the remote planet Dagobah. I tried to intercept him there, but I was too late. He left before I could speak with him.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Where has he gone?

YODA

To the Sith Lord young Skywalker has gone. Consumed with the Dark Side he has become.

BAIL ORGANA

That must be who is leading the assault on the remaining Commerce Guild forces. I was told a Jedi was accompanying the Admiral.

MACE WINDU

Then we were wrong. He was not the Chosen One.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Master QUI-GON said there was still hope to turn him. 

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Master Qui-gon? You spoke to him? How?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

He appeared to me on Dagobah as an apparition.

YODA

One with the Force Master Qui-gon is. Found he has a way to speak to us. Possible it may still be to bring young Anakin back to us.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

What do we do now?

YODA

Leave Coruscant and stop Palpatine we must at all costs.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Master Yoda, just as Master Windu said, we do not have the Jedi to do this.

YODA

More forces will we need.

PADME AMIDALA

There is the contingency that I spoke with you about, Master Jedi. 

BAIL ORGANA

We have a small fleet hidden near Corellia. It is not large enough by itself to take on Palpatine’s forces, but with your help, it may be enough.

PADME AMIDALA

What about the remaining Seperatist’s forces? If we send our ships there to assist them, we may be able to win a fight against the Republic’s armada.

MACE WINDU

Master Kloon, take Master Fisto and evacuate all padowan within the temple. Keep a small contingent of Jedi here with you to assist. Try to get them to a remote planet far from the Republic’s influence.

PLO KLOOM

Right away, Master Windu.

Plo Kloon leaves the Council Room.

MACE WINDU

Master Mundi, take the rest of the Council and round-up the Jedi that are left and prepare your ships for departure. Rendezvous with Senator Organa’s fleet at Corellia. We will be there momentarily.

KI-ADI-MUNDI

Yes Master Windu.

Ki-Adi-Mundi leaves the room with the rest of the Council Members.

BAIL ORGANA

I will notify Senator Mothma of their pending arrival.

Bail turns to leave.

YODA

Need you here a moment longer we do, Senator.

Bail stops.

BAIL ORGANA

How else may I be of service?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I’m sorry to interrupt, Master, but there is something else that must be addressed now that everyone else has left.

Obi-Wan glances at Padme.

PADME AMIDALA

I am pregnant with Anakin’s child.

BAIL ORGANA

I thought Jedi were not allowed to have those kinds of relationships?

PADME AMIDALA

We kept it a secret.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Given what has happened I do not think Chancellor Palpatine nor Anakin should know about this.

MACE WINDU

Agreed. The Chancellor would surely have Padme disposed of if he thought her children would be a threat.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Or worse, he may try to use them for his own benefits.

YODA

Hidden somewhere safe Padme must be. Our future hope her children are. Trained as Jedi they could be. Powerful Jedi.

PADME AMIDALA

Children? I am having more than one?

BAIL ORGANA

I could take her to Alderaan. I promise you I could assure her safety there.

PADME AMIDALA

I will need to go to Naboo first. I will take a few of my personal affects, and I need to inform my people of what is taking place. I cannot just desert them. I must get the druids, as well. They know far too much information. It would be best if they were kept with us, where the Chancellor could not get to them.

MACE WINDU

Agreed.

YODA

Take our ships to assist the Seperatists Obi-Wan will. Try to bring back Young Skywalker to us. Confront the Sith Lord I must. Accompany Senator Organa and Senator Amidala will you Master Windu.

MACE WINDU

And if you should fail to destroy the Sith Lord?

YODA

Then in hiding will you be with Padme. Train her children you will.

MACE WINDU

I will face the Sith Lord, Master Yoda. You are too important. I’m sure the children would benefit from your wisdom. This must be my destiny.

Yoda nods to Mace Windu.

MACE WINDU

Senator Organa, do you know where the Chancellor’s personal fortress is exactly?

BAIL ORGANA

No, I’m sorry.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I tracked the ship Anakin was using. It’s last position was on the planet Had Abaddon.

BAIL ORGANA

There is nothing there but volcanoes. The planet is barely inhabitable, even at best conditions.

MACE WINDU

A perfect place for the Sith to be.

YODA

When done your tasks are bring you any remaining Jedi to Alderaan for my instructions. Know no one else must of Anakin’s children. Now go we must. May the force be with you.

SCENE 74 – INTERIOR BRIDGE – CRUISER

Mon Mothma is on the bridge organizing the fleet. She is speaking to other sympathizers that are working with them.

MON MOTHMA

Bail Organa has informed me that the remaining Jedi are on their way. Once they arrive we will strike at the Republic’s Fleet. Should our attack fail I will send the coordinates where we will meet in the outer rim.

SCENE 75 – EXTERIOR JEDI TEMPLE LANDING PAD – CORUSCANT

A small group of Jedi stand ready to fight the coming Troops, which can be seen approaching. A group of padowan are going into one of the ships. Plo Kloon and Kit Fisto are on the pad as well.

KIT FISTO

This ship is ready to go.

JEDI 1

The Chancellor’s troops are almost upon us.

PLO KLOON

Go Kit. I will stay and hold them off.

KIT FISTO

There are more inside, and there are too many troops for you…

PLO KLOON

Go now! We must save who we can!

Kit enters the ship and it lifts off and blasts towards the atmosphere.

SCENE 76 – INTERIOR CLONE TROOP SHIP – COCKPIT

The troops are approaching the Temple.

CLONE TROOPER 1

A ship is leaving, Commander. Shall I follow it?

CLONE COMMANDER

No, let it go. The Chancellor left specific orders that were are only to take and hold the Temple. He said he would deal with anyone that escapes personally.

CLONE TROOPER 1

Where shall we hold the prisoners.

CLONE COMMANDER

There will be none.

SCENE 77 – INTERIOR STAR CRUISER – BRIDGE

Pan in from outside view of fleet. Mon Mothma is on the bridge.

MON MOTHMA

All fighters accounted for. We are prepared for launch. Give the order to make the jump to lightspeed, lieutenant.

Pan out to view of fleet. The ships start jumping into lightspeed.

SCENE 78 – INTERIOR PERSONAL QUARTERS ABOARD CRUISER – HAD ABADDON FLEET

Anakin is speaking to Palpatine via holo-image. 

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

The first wave of attack has begun on the Seperatists. It will not be long before the rebelling forces arrive now that the Jedi have departed Coruscant. Go ahead and give the order for the remaining ships to depart.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes, Master.

SCENE 79 – EXTERIOR SPACE BATTLE – SEPERATIST FLEET

The Seperatist’s fleet is engaged with part of the Republic Fleet. There is a fairly even match between ships. Robotic fighters and one-man fighters zip in and out of the larger ships. 

SCENE 80 – INTERIOR DESTROYER – BRIDGE

Nute Gunray is in an uproar. A group of Guild leaders is present.

NUTE GUNRAY

How could they have known we are here? We have been betrayed.

CREWMEMBER 1

Sir, we have more ships exiting from hyperspace.

SCENE 81 – EXTERIOR SPACE BATTLE – REBEL FLEET

The group of rebelling ships exits hyperspace. The battle can be seen in the distance. 

SCENE 82 – INTERIOR DESTROYER – BRIDGE

NUTE GUNRAY

Now we are finished for sure. We cannot fend off this many ships.

CREWMEMBER 1

Sir, we have a transmission coming in from the lead ship of the arriving fleet. They say they are friendly.

NUTE GUNRAY

Put them through.

Mon Mothma’s voice comes over the com.

MON MOTHMA

Viceroy, we have come to assist you. Please designate our ships as friendly.

NUTE GUNRAY

You heard her, mark their ships. We may yet have a chance.

SCENE 83 – EXTERIOR LANDING AND ENTRANCE AREA JEDI TEMPLE – CORUSCANT

The Clone troopers are engaging the small Jedi force. Battling commences. The Jedi are hopelessly outnumbered.

PLO KLOON

Hold your positions. 

Jedi begin to fall. 

SCENE 84– EXTERIOR SPACE BATTLE – BATTLE AREA

The Rebel fleet moves in. What small fighters they have begin to launch. They enter the battle. The tide begins to sway in favor of the Seperatist and Rebel fleets.

The Jedi fighters arrive from hyperspace and engage.

SCENE 85– INTERIOR CRUISER – BRIDGE

Mon Mothma are on the bridge watching the battle. She has a com open to Obi-wan. 

MON MOTHMA

The attack seems to be going well. Hopefully your Jedi friends will be as successful against the Chancellor as we are here.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

There is something wrong, this is too easy. 

MON MOTHMA

I think you are being too negative, Master Jedi.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I do not sense Anakin is with them either. I fear the information Senator Organa received was inaccurate.

LIEUTENANT

Comander, we have enemy ships arriving from section twelve.

SCENE 86– EXTERIOR SPACE BATTLE – ARRIVING SHIPS

Pan out of battle to show the Had Abaddon fleet arriving. It is considerable in size. 

SCENE 87 - INTERIOR LEAD CRUISER – BRIDGE

Admiral Tarkin and Captain Pohtvei are on the bridge.

ADMIRAL TARKIN

It is just as the Chancellor predicted. We have them right where we want. Give the order to engage.

CAPTAIN POHTVEI

Right away, Admiral.

SCENE 88 – EXTERIOR SPACE BATTLE – MAIN BATTLE AREA

The newly arriving Republic fleet joins the frey. Small ships fly around in large numbers. The larger ships pound each other. Camera follows a number of small ships chasing each other.

SCENE 89 – INTERIOR CRUISER – BRIDGE

Obi-wan and Mon Mothma are speaking.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin is not with the arriving ships. That can only mean one thing. I have to leave immediately.

MON MOTHMA

We will do what we can to hold their fleet here. I am afraid, though, that we won’t last long now that their other forces have arrived.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Do what you can, then get as many ships as possible out of here.

SCENE 90 – INTERIOR SPACE TRANSPORT – SITTING AREA

Yoda, Padme, Bail, C-3PO and R2-D2 are present.

C-3PO

Thank you so much for coming back for me, Senator Amidala. I knew you would not forget me.

PADME AMIDALA

I don’t know what I would do without you 3PO.

BAIL ORGANA

It was good of your people to let us have this cargo ship. It is much less likely we will be detected.

PADME AMIDALA

I only hope my people will be okay. They said they would prepare their defenses, but I cannot help but to be fearful for them. If the Chancellor was aware of my involvement with the dissention, then all of the people on Naboo may be made to pay.

BAIL ORGANA

If only we could have been more prepared. 

PADME AMIDALA

Are you okay, Master Yoda, you have been very quiet since we left Coruscant.

YODA

Suffering many already are. A tragedy this is.

SCENE 91 – EXTERIOR JEDI FIGHTER – HAD ABADDON

Mace Windu arrives at Had Abaddon and begins entering the atmosphere.

His ship appears on the other side of the clouds. The Temple can be seen in the distance. He starts to land.

SCENE 92 – EXTERIOR SITH TEMPLE – HAD ABADDON

Mace walks up the steps to the Temple. His sabre is drawn and ignited. He proceeds slowly. As he enters the main chamber he sees Palpatine on the other side of the room in a large chair. 

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

How nice of you to come to see us, Master Windu. It is unfortunate that you will not be able to leave.

MACE WINDU

Your plans are failing. I will only ask you once to step down from the Chancellorship and call off your forces. 

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Despite your confidence in your feeble friends, I’m afraid I cannot do that. I have worked too hard to achieve what I have.

MACE WINDU

You will turn yourself over to the Jedi, or you will be destroyed.

A voice from one of the hallways, slightly behind and off to the side of Mace catches him by surprise.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I won’t let that happen. 

Anakin’s sabre is drawn, and he ignites it.

MACE WINDU

Anakin, what are you doing here?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I think you know why I am here.

MACE WINDU

You must turn back from the dark side, Anakin. You don’t understand what you are getting yourself into.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Stop trying to tell me what to do. I know exactly what I am doing.

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS (standing from his chair)

Young Skywalker has seen the truth, Jedi. He knows whom he can trust and who has lied to him. You no longer have control of his mind.

MACE WINDU

No, he’s turned it over to you, scum, and if he will not stand against you, then he will meet your fate.

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

I have grown tired of your company, Jedi. 

Mace begins to move toward Palpatine, but Anakin jumps over and in front of him. They start to duel. Despite Windu’s level, Anakin’s rage has given him strength to match the Jedi master. The duel moves throughout the room. Mace keeps a watchful eye on Palpatine.

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Good. Good. Embrace your feelings. Make him pay for the suffering you have had to take at their hands.

MACE WINDU

You cannot win, Anakin. Stop while you still can.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

All of you think you are better than me. I am going to show you how wrong you are.

SCENE 93 – EXTERIOR MAIN SPACE BATTLE – NEAR KESSEL

The Rebel and Seperatist fleets are being pummeled. More and more ships explode. Fighters fill the area.

SCENE 94 – INTERIOR DESTROYER – BRIDGE

Nute Gunray is spastic.

CREWMEMBER 1

Sir, we’ve lost main deflector shields.

NUTE GUNRAY

Get us out of here, now.

An explosion rocks the ship.

NUTE GUNRAY

Do something!

SCENE 95 – EXTERIOR DESTROYER – SPACE BATTLE

A Republic Cruiser blazes away on Nute Gunray’s Destroyer. The ship explodes into pieces.

SCENE 96 – INTERIOR REBEL CRUISER – BRIDGE

Mon Mothma watches as the Destroyer explodes.

LIEUTENANT

They’ve lost their flag ship, Commander.

MON MOTHMA

With the damage we’ve sustained, we won’t last much longer either. Give the word to retreat to the outer rim.

SCENE 97 – INTERIOR JEDI TEMPLE – MAIN HALL

Plo Kloon stands just inside the main entrance blocking shots. The shots become more and more intense. He watches as the last of the other Jedi is overrun.

Soon there are too many shots to block. He is hit multiple times and goes down.

CLONE TROOPER 1

The area is now clear.

CLONE COMMANDER

Move in and secure the temple. Search for any more survivors.

SCENE 98 – INTERIOR JEDI FIGHTER – COCKPIT

Pan in as Obi-wan’s ship reaches Had Abaddon. 

SCENE 99 – INTERIOR SITH TEMPLE – MAIN CHAMBER

Mace and Anakin continue to battle. Mace begins to get the upper hand.

MACE WINDU

If you give yourself fully to the Dark Side, Anakin, you will suffer for it.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I have suffered enough. I finally have what I deserve.

MACE WINDU

So be it.

With Anakin’s anger blinding him, Mace causes him to misstep. Mace blocks an awkward shot by Anakin, then force throws him against the wall. Anakin falls, almost unconscious.

Palpatine starts to throw electricity from his fingertips, but Mace blocks it.

MACE WINDU

Your time is up.

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Oh, I think you are gravely mistaken.

Palpatine throws a larger amount of electricity at Mace. He struggles to block it with his sabre. Camera pans to show a figure lurking in the shadows of one of the darkened hall areas. A gun comes out and fires.

Unaware of the shooter due to Palpatine’s use of the force, Mace is hit. He falls to the ground, dropping his lightsabre. The figure of Boba Fett emerges from the hall.

Anakin begins to stand up.

BOBA FETT

That was for my father, Jedi.

PALPATINE / DARTH SIDIOUS

Now, you will die.

Palpatine unleashes a lethal dose of electricity as Anakin watches. When Palpatine stops, Mace lies dead, smoke rising from his body.

SCENE 100 – EXTERIOR JEDI FIGHTER – HAD ABADDON

Obi-wan exit his craft. He sees the temple off in the distance. He draws his sabre and ignites it.

SCENE 101 – INTERIOR SITH TEMPLE – MAIN CHAMBER

Palpatine, Boba and Anakin are present. Palpatines assistants have come out from other rooms in the temple to remove the body of Mace.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Obi-Wan Kenobi is here.

PALPATINE

Are you sure?

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I can feel his presence.

PALPATINE

Strange I did not. Then you must face him, and this time you must do so alone. This will be the final test of your new stature, my apprentice. Do not fail me. (Palpatine glances at the body of Mace Windu).

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Yes, my Master.

SCENE 102 – EXTERIOR SITH TEMPLE NEAR THE BASE OF THE VOLCANO – HAD ABADDON

Obi-wan begins to climb the stairs leading up to the Main Temple Area. He stops, though, and looks up to see Anakin walking down the steps towards him. Obi-wan backs down to ground level. Anakin ignites his sabre. Obi-wan ignites his. 

The ground is a series of barren land sections outlined in lava. Gas fissures spring up occasionally from the ground. There are small columns formed by solidified lava here and there. Rock structures are scattered around.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You should not have come here, my old Master.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I’ve come to turn you back, Anakin, before it’s too late.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

It is already too late.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

There is still good in you, Anakin. You need to stop before that good is totally covered up by hate.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I have a new Master now, and I must obey him.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

No, Anakin. Think about what you are doing.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

The old Anakin no longer exists.

Anakin lashes out at Obi-wan. The two begin trading blows. They sidestep over small lava streams. The two flip in and out of the rock structures. They parry back and forth, neither giving an inch.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Master Windu is dead, just as you soon will be.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin, your hate has blinded you. Turn back and together we can stop the Sith Lord.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Lies. You want me to slay the one person that stands behind me. You cannot stand that you cannot control me.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

You are being controlled, Anakin.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Lies. I will not fail. Never again.

The two battle and maneuver around the volcano base. Large cave openings nearby have lava flowing out of them. The two jump over one area and land on a small patch of land in one of the lava pools.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You cannot beat me. I am becoming stronger than you could hope to be.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I can feel your suffering. Don’t give in to your rage.

The two exchange more blows before moving again. As Obi-wan jumps to a new area, Anakin follows. They finally end up on a ledge on the side of the volcano. A large lava pool looms below. There are a few columns here that have been formed by lava fissures.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Look at what your anger has cost you. It drove Padme away.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

She turned on me because of you.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

That’s not true Anakin. 

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

You stole her from me, just like everything else. You have held me back from all the things that meant something to me.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

You know that is not true Anakin. It is because of what you have become that she is gone.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I’m sick of your lies. Once you are gone, I will find her again. I will prove you are wrong.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

No, Anakin, she is far from your reach. You will never see her again.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Tell me where you have taken her.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I cannot do that. 

Anakin’s rage grows and grows.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Tell me!

He swings violently, backing Obi-Wan up.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I will make you tell me!

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin, stop before it’s too late.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Tell me!

Obi-wan has backed up against a column.

Anakin lashes out, but Obi-wan jumps at the last moment. Anakin’s sabre cuts a gash in the column. As he turns around, Obi-wan catches him off guard and cuts off his hand. The hand falls to the ground, and the sabre rolls free.

Anakin screams in pain and grabs his stump with his robotic hand. With a gesture of the force, Obi-wan pulls Anakin’s sabre to himself.

Obi-wan sees the steam begin to come from the column. Obi-wan backs up and stretches out his hand.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Anakin, come with me.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

I’ll never come with you. 

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Come with me, Anakin. It’s not too late. Together we can end this.

ANAKIN SKYWALKER

Never.

The steam builds, and Obi-wan jumps a short distance backwards. The gash erupts with sulfur fumes that engulf Anakin from behind. He screams in pain. The steam begins to cook him, then the gash erupts again, throwing a lava like mist onto Anakin. He falls to the ground, smoke pouring from his badly burned body.

Obi-wan takes a few steps forward, stands looking down at Anakin for a moment, then turns and goes. 

He makes his way down, and stops at the bottom of the temple. He starts to make his way to the steps, but a familiar voice stops him.

QUI-GON JIN

Leave, Obi-wan, now. 

Obi-wan hesitates for a moment.

QUI-GON JIN

You have to leave now. There will be another day.

Obi-wan looks up to see Palpatine near the entrance of the Temple. He turns and runs towards his ship.

SCENE 103 – INTERIOR ORGANA HOME – ALDERAAN

Pan across the Alderaan landscape to the Organa home.

Bail is here with Padme and Yoda. Obi-wan has just arrived.

YODA

Good it is to see you alive, Master Obi-wan.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I could not reach any other Jedi. If they survived the battle, they must have fled into hiding. Any word from the Temple.

YODA

Fallen it has. Lost our comrades there are.

There is silence.

PADME AMIDALA

What of Anakin?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

He fell to the dark side. I was forced to destroy him. I am sorry.

PADME AMIDALA

What do I do now?

BAIL ORGANA

I can keep you safe here. We will change your identity.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

If Palpatine learns of the children, he will search them out. They will be made to follow him.

PADME AMIDALA

How can I protect them?

YODA

One boy will you have and one girl. Brought to me, the boy must be. Apart safer will they be. Train him as a Jedi I will.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

The druids memory will need to be erased. There can be no chance of Palpatine learning about any of this.

BAIL ORGANA

My people will handle it.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I will check in on you when I can, my lady. When I send word, it will under the name of Old Ben.

Padme holds her stomach. There is silence.

SCENE 104 – INTERIOR REPUBLIC CRUISER – MEDICAL BAY

Anakin lays on a bed with robot medical druids tending to him. A series of machines and tubes are hooked to him. Palpatine stands over him. Anakin barely opens his eye. The skin all around his face is burned. His hair is charred.

PALPATINE

I am glad to see that you survived, my friend.

Anakin tries to speak but can barely take a breath.

PALPATINE

You served me well, resisting the Jedi’s temptations, and how did your old Master repay you? He left you to die. 

Palpatine rests one hand on Anakin’s shoulder.

PALPATINE

Not to worry, I am with you, as I promised. We shall make you whole again. You will be stronger than ever.

Fade out to black.

SCENE 105 – EXTERIOR SPACE – NEAR DAGOBAH

Slowly pan in from the atmosphere following a nondescript ship. It lands on the ground near a small mud house.

SCENE 106 – EXTERIOR MUD HOUSE – DAGOBAH

Pan in on Yoda’s house. Obi-Wan is there holding a small baby. Obi-wan’s ship is in the background.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I do not understand why you would want to stay here, Master. Aren’t you worried Palpatine will find you?

YODA

Strong is the presence of the Dark side here. Strong am I with what is good. Creates a barrier this does in the force. Invisible to the Sith Lord does that make me.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I guess it’s a good place if you want to be very much alone.

YODA

Nice the quiet is. Peaceful.

The baby whines some.

YODA

How is his Mother?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Not good, I’m afraid. There were some complications during the pregnancy. Despite the medical attention, she has only a short time to live. I feel very badly for her.

YODA

A heavy burden this sacrifice is that she has made. Save us all, though, it may.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

Bail told me that he will raise young Leia as his own. She will carry the name Organa.

YODA

Strong she will be, like her Mother. Decided have you on where to take young Luke?

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I will take him to Tatooine. The only family he has left is there. It is far enough away to be of no interest to the Republic, and I can keep a watch on him from nearby.

YODA

When the time is right bring him to you the force will.

OBI-WAN KENOBI

I will be waiting, Master Yoda.

YODA

May the force be with you, my friend.

SCENE 107 – INTERIOR ORGANA HOUSE – ALDERAAN

Padme sits in a chair holding Leia. She stares out the window overlooking the long beautiful fields Alderaan is known for.  Bail walks into the room and comes up partly behind and to the side of Padme. Padme looks very weak and tired.

BAIL ORGANA

I have news from Coruscant.

PADME AMIDALA

What do your people say.

BAIL ORGANA

Palpatine has been awarded unanimous control of power over the Republic. His title of Chancellor has been changed to that of Emperor.

PADME AMIDALA

It appears there is no more hope.

There is a momentary silence.

BAIL ORGANA

Can I get you anything?

PADME AMIDALA

Thank you, Bail. I’m okay.

BAIL ORGANA

How is little Leia?

PADME AMIDALA

I think she is ready for a nap.

Padme goes to stand up, but she strains and falls back into the chair.

BAIL ORGANA

Here, let me help you. You need your rest as well.

Tears begin streaming down Padme’s cheeks. She clutches Leia tightly to her.

PADME AMIDALA

What shall become of my babies…..

Bail places a hand on her shoulder, and they stare out the window together as the camera pans out.

SCENE 108 – INTERIOR LARS HOME – TATOOINE

Camera comes in from outside the Lars sand ridden homestead. We see a familiar kitchen area. Beru holds tiny Luke in her hands, cradling him.

OWEN LARS

I don’t like this, Beru. If what the Jedi said is true, then this boy could be in danger.

BERU LARS

All the more reason why he needs us.

OWEN LARS

Beru, we could all be in danger.

BERU LARS

Obi-wan assured us that we are far outside the Republic’s reach. 

OWEN LARS

And I suppose Obi-wan is right about everything.

BERU LARS

Oh Owen, just look at him. He needs someone, and we cannot have children of our own. It’s the one thing I’ve wanted so much.

Owen and Beru stare at each other for a moment. He is gruff and she is smiling. 

OWEN LARS

Ahh. I never could say no to you. Just so you are happy, I suppose.

BERU LARS

We will all be happy.

OWEN LARS

Under one condition, though. He will be a farmer. He will not run off with that Jedi after we raise him. You see what happened to his Father. He stays here, no matter what.

BERU LARS

Yes, Owen.

Pan out as Beru stands smiling while she holds Luke. As the camera reaches the outskirts of the Lars homestead, we see the lone figure of Obi-Wan standing watch. He stays for a brief moment, then lifts his hood over his head and turns to walk off into the desert.

SCENE 109 – INTERIOR PALPATINE’S MAIN CHAMBERS – CORUSCANT

Palpatine sits looking out the familiar Empire shaped window. His personal Red guards stand on either side of him. The room has been remodeled to look almost entirely like his own ‘throne room’. 

 The sound of a door opening is heard. The sound of breathing can be heard. The Emperor turns towards that direction, a smile on his face.

PALPATINE

It is good to have you back at my side, my friend. I see your recovery is complete.

DARTH VADER (still not on camera)

Has everything proceeded as you planned?

PALAPTINE

All is as I have foreseen. We alone are in control. Now we will finish what business we have left. The small rebel group will be crushed. As a symbol of our victory, I have had the Jedi’s old insignia changed to represent that of our … Empire.

DARTH VADER

And the Jedi that have survived?

PALPATINE

 The remaining Jedi will be hunted down and destroyed. You shall have revenge on those that have taken your life from you, Lord Vader.

Camera Pans around to the large, black clothed figure. A helmet like apparatus covers his head. One full robotic arm hangs at his side. The other arm is covered, with a black glove over the now robotic hand.

DARTH VADER

Yes, my Master.

The music of the Empire plays in the background. As the scene pans out through the window, Empirical ships are seen. Camera pans into space to the stars, the music shifts to the main ending theme.
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